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litorial i!ote:

Hie trr.nslr.tion of t! is German liar iary

was made in London, iij^il, under the ^oidance £

Cor. uander '3. .1, Sanders, U313R, ivhen his London Office

was closed TiicI tho translation ; reject was discontinue I,

much unfinished natorial was sent to Haval History Di-

vision, (OP-29).

. cause the diss anination of the data con-

tained in those documents is important, the translations

rind stencils have not boon checked for accuracy of in-

r r bion, phraseology, and spelling of officers' names

or jeosraphieal names, )istribution under these conditions

seer.TS justified because of the excellent reputation of 'the

tcSon personnel and because translators are not available

in Haval Jlistory Division. Research to correct possible

inconsistencies did not warrant the time involved.

D3PA ,:- :::' >¥ pes ::.ty

Ice f the Chief of ilaval perrtions
Haval History division

,sh ii ton 25, '. •;.
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1 October 1943

Simferopol Enemy 3ituation:

The Air Force reported that no enemy vessels were sighted in the
lack Jea during the day. A .motor gunboat, course southeast, was

seen in the 3ea of .'.sov south of Xamyshevatka at 0?20.

ohips in harbor: Ssaki- 40 boats; Primorsko: 2 motor gunboats, 3
coastal vessels and 50 beats; beisk: 1 motor gunboat, 2 coastal
vessels and 60 boats.

Anapa: On account of clouds only view in parts. Observed 1 small
armed vessel, 4 landing craft oersonnel and 3 small boats. In
addition to that 3 motor minesweepers, course west, south of Anapa.

Acvorossisk: 4 boats and 1 small motor boat. In the bay another
sma."il motor boat, course southeast.

In the afternoon 2 h.T.B.s, cours3 \vest, were stated off the harbor
entrance to C-helenjik, and near 'Jape Utrich 1 dump barge with
li hter of 300 tons and & escort vessels, course northwest^ Further-
more 2 It.T.t-.s, course west, 10 miles south of ,'ovorossisk.

After a break of 3 months and after 2 planes of type Ju 188 had
been brou-ht up the vessels in Pobi harbor and in the Chobi estuary
were stated again for the first time. With this a repeated re-
quest of the Admiral, black Sea and the presupposition for the
judgment of the enemy situation in die black bea has been fulfilled.

The evaluation of the aerial photograph had one following result:.

Potis 1 battleship, 1 heavy cruiser, 2 destroj^ers, 1 of them in
the dock, 6 submarines, 3 of them in the dock, 7 meter minesweep-
ers, 1 cruiser (new constrr'Cticn, hull), 2 floating cranes, 2

floating docks, 30 boats and launches, 1 passenger ship (accommo-
dation ship for submarine crews) of 8,500 tons) 1 frei hter of

6,000 tons (newly- appeared), 3 freighters of '+,000 tons each, 2

freighters of 3,500 tons each, 1 of them in the deck, 2 freighters
:>f 1, 50C tons each, 3 freighters of 1,000 tons each and 4 freighters
of 800 tons. each, and 22 coastal vessels with altogether 10,500
tons; In sdght of the harbor 1 submarine chaser, course south-
east, 1 motor boat and 2 h.T.b.s.

Chobi estuary: (partl3/ under clouds) 1 cruiser hull, 1 hull, ap-
parently of a destroyer, 1 mineswfeeper, 2 submarines, 3 '.". J.i.s,
2 escort vessels, 1 tanker of 7,000 tons, 1 freighter of 4,000
tons, 1 freighter of. 2, 500 tons, 3 freighters of 1,500 tons each,
3 freighters of 1,000 tons each and 4 coastal vessels totaling
2,Z,.00 tons; furthermore 1 paddle steamer and 1 floating battery,
breakwater unchanged.

Cchemchiri: 3 submarines and 6 motor minesweepers,' 4 of them on
slip, 1 submarine tender of 1,000 o-ns and another one of 2,000
tons, 1 coastal vsssel and 15 boats.

'
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1 October 1943

'etails concerning the patrol line just like on the previous
days. Fith regard to the reports conce ning planned enemy land-
ings on the Arabat . isthmus off Ch^krak she Naval Shore Commander
Ukraine is ordered until further notice to occupy the patrol
line ever;/ day as ordered above from night-fall until daybreak.

On account of the statements :aade by air reconnaissance concern-
ing the greater number of vessels in Anapa the 1st A-aoat Flotil-
la is ordered to operate with 3 beats in cooperation './ith night
reconnaissance planes a~ainst enemy vessels in Anapa roads and
close to ;he coast between Anapa and Cape Utrich daring the

night of l/2 October. The latitude of Caoe Utrich must not be
passed.

The 1st A-Soat Flotilla is informed of the operati ns of the aatrol
lines and of Tie U-boats operating between Caoe Utrach and Oseraika,

.nc: it must be reckoned with enemy landings on she arabat isth-
mus the Air Force will fly ir.creased reconnaissance in the north-
western Sea of Azov and will attack with bombs all vessels which
wil] not replv to the demand of reco nition signals, Aaval Shore
Commanders Ukraine and Caucasus are ordered therefore to have all
civilian vessels principally .escorted on the rouse : enichesk -

Kerch by naval vessels. Admiral, Black Sea, with copy to 1st
-Air Toi^s, Kerch and Commander, Aaval Air, Simferopol are to be
timely informed of movements of our ovm vessels. All vessels, in-
cluding transport cutters ::nd fishing vessels, are to be marked
by sx^astika fla s on wheel-house or on deck. Fash" ng in the wa-
ters released for this purpose is immediately prohibited during
darkness in order to exclude espiona re and agent activity. Fish-
in

,
in .he released areas during dayti .e is to be strictly con-

'srole d.

Varna at 1225: Thau..' of the 7th I nding Flotilla reported that
she 1st :-roup v.dth naval ferry bar.s js A

_

579, F 580, F 584, F 591,
F 592 and F 593 have been comissioaed.

In conference with the Aaval Shore Commander, Jaucasus 1 settled
the disposition of outpests Tor the operation "Brunhild": The

patrol line of the Aaman north coast 'will act frcm 1 October ac-
cording to ,he movements of the troops the state of which will
be reocrtod in tir.e with code word by radio message of the K'av; 1

a.ison Officer with Tie 49th -irmy Corps to Naval Shore Com a.n-
r

Aer, Caucasus and the boats m ay^stion, Dur.;n^ the night the

patrol line stretches as far as our own front line, Aurina, the
in case the patrol forces arc fared at by enemy artillery

from the land, the aatrcl line may be withdrawn.

ath every withdrawal of ihe "^a;rol line corr-sponaina. with the
movement of our troops a lengt ning to the west is connected
ultimately as far as Cape Litvina. Aith .he shortening of the
north Taran front the naval landing cr°ft (yuns) Tos, 1 ind 11
and 2 naval ferry barges will be fre probabl from 3 October
so that rwards the patrol line ;dll only be occupied by 5

naval ferry b rges.

CCi'FIDlTTIAL -3-

AAITY L .- ICM
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1 October 1943

The total wit 1 of bh -rol line fro:.', the n . coast
ne by special order* n ously h re be for the

urn i will be or.' r . It is plan e '. emoloy : naval
ferr~ r r 5 of ;h rol lir north coast as security of
the northern entrai he I'.erch 3br:it on she line Iljich-C
rarsovska close to bhe northern boundary of bhe area where vessols

• are forbid . last anchor.

Probably from 3 October -1 *?atrol line- southeast of " oss~ Jkushka

in - length cf 6 11 bo occupied by 5 naval ferry barges
ich in ther and irtificial ! ill stay . sre also dur-

ing -. Also from 3 October • al line w: bh 2 naval land-
iraft ( J of boats of he harbor se flotilla Kerch

cat '.lcn
,
the northern coast of Ssermaja bey bo the

t inning at Gape Ihibanov. Tno task of this patrol line is
. prevent enemy crossing a':/';.";.? from the southern to the north-

ern eninsula.

. The present pat ol lino close to - co~.si frc .

Ijesni 10-5 to Horki—Liman will probably be shifted bhe 1:

as far as 5 s w st of Srcwn 3 _ "3
nav s and 2 to 1 oth sides of Brown 17 by 2

: s in or secure .he : srn ontr ace to
r it, bh day these ::~-.r \l ferry t r .3 will so

cc ! fl i close :c the land ne r " ..-e.--e.kil.

Genie k at 130C : Ihe n r 1 ferry d 303 and the na-
1 craft, ( uns) 3 nd 1C put in frc : patrol lim . sag to

r p art,

Kerch at 1405: "ho naval ferry barges Lb7 rd 132 put in frore the
•ol '.

• tan south ee ?.st,

motor minesw cpers R 35, ~ 166 and R 197 put cue from Theoso-
sia et 1710 e iht patrol line south ontrance tc Kerch Strait.

craft (guns) ITos. 3 and 9, the naval f rry
02 and Rri 03 put out fr 1800 to

the patrol line .

3 boats of bhe 1st E-Boat Flotilla put -a froro I ran 1330.

- nd boun r are e r rn en-
trance to Kerch Strait is r. »orted h ! rities ir 3tion.

_- m

:

- ' —
.

"

) is ordered .0 nut cut on 2 October. On iccount of the
r r route and on account of possible - actions in ;hese

last days of bhe evaci sridgeiead li 9 will pro-
northern rout.-, zon aesar nd Dora, -he :• rational

••re- v/iU 33 .led after : . ion r port nd accord-
ing bo it.

The boats v.ii: of the new front line on the coast.
j is info.- ions of our own E-boats rdercd

to I =rati rial area of . - is.

L -4-
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1 October 1943.

Enemy Air Activity :

Naval Shore Commander Ukraine reported additionally that 2 further
killed men of the harbor defense flotilla were salvaged in bhe
air attacks on 29 September,

Air attacks on Genichesk with numerous bombs on town and harbor
site took place on 30 September at 1155 ^d 1-340 and on 1 October
at 1330 and 1520. No naval damage.

I "inesweeoing Activity

:

From the routine minesweeping in 3anune and Kerch Strait nothing
bo report; no success*

Shipping traffic from Odessa to Ochakov has been reopened.

3upnly Traffic :

a) Routine crossing traffic in bhe Kerch Strait, The last trans-
ports from Taman are running in the forenoon of 2 October.
From 27 September until 30 September the following transport-
ations were performed:

1.) Total by. Navy and pioneers:

14,390 tons of service property of all kinds, 31,362 German
soldiers, AHied and voluntary assistants, 1,204 wounded men,
4C-6 civilians, 3,554 motor vehicles, 3,959 animal drawn
vehicles, 400 ~uns, 10,894 horses, 1,223 cattle, 25 banks,

2.) By Navy alone:

10,032 tons of supply soods,

208 soldiers, 741 wounded men, 14 motor vehicles, 3 guns,

b) Naval landing craft (guns) No, 4, naval ferry barges 493 and

575, 4 fishing cutters, vJi-1 2229, I-SAH 3, 7 and 11 put out from
Genichesk to Kerch at 1300,

c) Routine evacuation transportations Kerch, • Crimea escorts and

escorts in the Black Sea, Nothing to report.

CCKnAA? Tl'AL -5-

SECURITY IKFCRKATI
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2 October 19^3
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3.
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. s:
J
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2 October 1943

Motor minesweepers 35, 166 and 197 put in to Theodosia at u650 iron
the patrol line south entrance to Kerch Strait J nothing observed.

On their return passage they v/ere attacked by enemy planes when
passing an escort. The motor minesweepers reported: Probably
1 torpedo was launched, but the motor minesweepers were toe far
off. T.Jhen they put in to Theodosia they were attacked with bombs
from 2 Russian plantesj no damage and n^ casualties.

Naval landing craft (guns) Nos, 9 and 3, naval ferry barge 303,
RM 02 and RM 03 put in to Senichesk at 0700 from the patrol line.

Nothing to repcrt.

Our naval landing craft (\uns) and naval ferry barges in the patrol
line Taman north coast' did not contact the enemy. In the early
morning hours, however, they were attacked by Russian fighter
ylanes. Mo casualties, '/.aval ferry barge F 472 reported from the
patrol line taman south coast at 0700: F 315 and F 302 had mine
hits southeast of Cape Takil. At 0712 F 472 reported: Enemy
planes, ask for fighter planes.

1st Air Corps is asked for fighter planes.

I came back to Simferopol at 0030 from the conference and issuance
of orders in Kerch,

Simferopol at 0930: '/leather forecast:

Eupatoria to Acvorossisk and Sea of Azov:

7ind northeast to east, force 4, locally force 5, fair, visibility
12 miles, morning haze.

Patrol lines were ordered for the night of 2/3 October as follows:

Motor minesweepers 35, 166, 197 and 203 south of the southern
entrance :.;u Kerch Strait, Round :he Taman. coast according to
fund:; ant \1 plan of Naval Shore Commander Caucasus

.

Possible corrections resulting from enemy situation will be ordered
in the course of the day. Details for the patrol lines are the
same as in the orevioua days.

Naval ferry bar es F 472 and F 533 from /he patrol line Tanan south
coast out in to Kerch at 103 0,

Air raid on Theodosia Arcm 1130 until 1140 with 14 airplanes in an
altitude of about 4,000 meters. About 30 bombs were dropped in
dive from an altitude of 1,500 oeters. Bomb hit on Motor mine-
sweeper R 203 in the fore-ship; the boat is floating. Bomb hit
on R 35, the boat was run ashore near /he slip. The wreck of the
"

': fero.e-Oampfer" (horses carrying steamer; partly burnt out, The

'.T ER had' engine trouble .nd slight iama.,es on deck, Ane lighters
1476, 1293, 54, SCI and .he tug A, . lifOR 2 had surface dama
bv bomb fr nsj h aller damages in harbor and railroad
installations and accomodations* Uavy: 16 killed and 24 wounded
1 en

.

CCAFib/riAL -7-
SECURITY J F0RMATI
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2 October 1943

The Italian submarines CA 4 and CB 6 reported to oe ready for action
on 3 Cctober. s

The U-boat U 24 is i: formed of the ships in Aaapse port,- t anker
of 7,000 tons ani 2 frei hters of 1,000 ions, resoectively 1,2000
tons - and is ordered to occupv the position south of Tuapse as

soon as oossible.

Enemy Air Activity

:

In addition bo the reported air attacks on the patrol lines near
t'e northern and southern Taman coast repeated air attacks took

place with bombs \it1 machine gunning on naval ferry barges .nd

naval landing craft (guns) in the patrol line near the Taman north
coast in the early morning hours of the day. Although heavy bomb-
'ers were attacking; no damages or casualties were caused* Smoke
clouds were observed in one of the enemy bombers,

A Kerch - iiieodosia escort w\s attacked by 2 bombers at 0610.- About
30 bombs were dropped. As only a few detonations were heard it is

assumed that mines have b?cn dropped. Immediately after having
been fired at the bombers turned off. V.o damages,

side the already mentioned heavy air attack on Theodosia at 1130
there was already on air attack at 0930 by an enemy plane of type
? 2 on the harbor. 4 bombs fell into Jhe harbor basin, another
one hit the mole head. To casualties,

t

.'bout 1700 another Kerch - Theodosia escort was attacked by 12
air planes cff Oaa-e Takil, .bout 80 .ombs and rachine 3unning„-

Ainor damages, By well-^imed anti-air gunning :he enemy planes
were prevented from precision bombing, Ao casualties. The escort
nroccedeA its -?assa--e. 1 enemy plane was shot down by fighters.
During the day continuous hea.vy bomb attacks from jreat altitude on
Ssennaya, 3 ^-c-n killed.

..iiac sw^epir- .'.ctivity :

3'everal checks with minesweeping planes of the Hasin and the 3t.

George .rm of the .Danube .nd the coastal route of .he north ntrance
to Kerch Strait without result.

' Supply ; "r affic :

a) After die Last Toman escort bad been dispatched .lie last escort
from Ssonnajra put out at 1745 on 2 October. Further crossing
traffic will be done only from Kossa Chushka one ;he jumping-
off bases between Cape Hi and Kuchugury in first line with
combined o;arbijns boats. The main task 01 ;ha sea forces
will now be the security of the north and south entrance to
Kerch Strait nd of those coastal p-.rts of ;he Taman peninsula
which are still in our hands in order to secure the last phase
of the withdrawal cl the troops vho are operating in the

Gotenkopf^

b) IJaval Terr- s F 493 '"-nd ? 515, naval landing craft (guns)
Ac. A and 5 fish n.- cutters out in to Kerch at 1340 coming from

nichesk.

c) evacuation escorts Kerch - Theodosia - Sevastopol and the other
Crimea escorts as well is escorts in the western Bl ck

according to plans.

QL 'laS-fiAI -9-
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3 October 1943

Concerning the Army situation in the Gctenkcpf it was reported t]

the withdrawal was continued according to plans nd th\ b bhe enemy
but hesit.atiii.5ly followed at first.

Own Situation :

The E-boats 3 2i and 3 49 put in to Ivan 3aba at 0450 from bhe patrol
line south entrance to Kerch Strait* No enemy was seen,

5 naval f ,-rry barges put in to Kerch at 060C from the patrol line
near the Taman south coast, nothing to report.

Naval f^rrjr b^rr.e F 492, naval landing craft ( :uns) Kos, 3 "nd 10,

RM 02 and RM 03 put in to Genichesk at 0740 from bhe patrol line

along bhe Irabat headland and south of Ostrov-Birjuchi. Nothing
sighted. Also the naval forces commission : in atrol lines near
the Taman north coast and in the bay of Ssennaya did not contact
the enemy during bhe night of 2/3 October.

Naval Aore Commander Caucasus reported oh .t of bhe 2 naval ferry
barges F 302 and F 315 which had been lost by mine hits -he wreck
of F 302 had come out of sight in sinking state while the wr^ck of

F 315 w\s sutbled by .tin fire. Research for F 302 by bhe Air Force
was without success. Sinking must be assumed therefore,

*

Simferopol at 0930: 'feather forecast:

Bupatoria to 'Yalta: "and oast, force 3-4, fair, visibility 20

miles, Yalta to Uovorossisk and Spa of Azov: Wind east, force

4-5, fair j visibility 15 miles.

The patrol lines for the ni ht of 3/4 October are ordered oi
r the

- ival Shore Co;amander Caucasus in conformity with my instructions
iven in Kerch on 1 October according to bhe requirements of the

Army -nd considering bhe daily chan ing situation as follows:

Taman south coast: 5 naval ferry barges, 3 of 'horn from Sheljesni -

Rog to halfways Cape Takil and bhe other 2 on oth sides of route
Brown 17. Center part: 5 naval ferry barges from south point
Chushka headland to Cipe Ruhanov and bhe naval landing craft (guns)
i;os, 1, 4 and 3.1 ~nd boats of the harbor defense flotilla Xcrch
from Rubanov to Ssennaya bay.

Taman north coast: 7 naval ferry barges from Cane Kameny to our
own front linj and 4 naval ferry barges between Hi and Cape
Varsovka. Patrol line south of Cstrov-Birjuchi to Chokrak is

ordered lust ".s in the l n.st night.

Group South is answered on request that vltogother 30 naval ferry
barg s including 5 naval ferry bargos (guns) are provided for
coastal defense. Remaining naval ferry barges are necessary for
escort service and supply transportation, After finishing bhe

"Brunhil" operation the 6 naval landing crttft (guns) which are
ready for .ction vdll remain in bhe Sea of Azov at first.

Tho following :ainesw,eping planes were reported to Haval Group
South as ready for ction: Kerch 6, Galatz 3, "nd 1 out of read**

incss, Ssarabus 1, in Germany for refitting period 3,

C0rFIDSr,TIAL -11-
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3 October 1943

c) Routine evacuation escorts Kerch - rheodosia Jid fheo osi°. -

Sevastopol without special events. The last evacuation escort
Kerch - Theodosia is to -put out from Kerch in iho afternoon
of 4 October.

d) The other Crimea escorts ^nd escorts in .he 31r.ck 3ea ".re

running according bo plans.

COrFIDg'TLVL -13-
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4 October 1943

Navy ferry barge F 125 from bhe patrol line "center" was hit ?. .id-

ships by a nine on 45° 17.5' north, 36° 40' east (5 miles northwest
of Taman) it 0545. The be .t brok.. in uho middle and afterwards
was three ti iss hit from oho land by artillery of small calibre.
5 men arc missing, among them the commander Sub-Lieutenant xluell^r,

1 man seriously wounded and 4 others slightly wounded,

alien I ordered bhe patrol line in the inner Faman bay I reckoned
with such losses. I had to t .kc them into bhe bargain considering
the importance of a flank security of our own positions on bhe

northern part of the Taman peninsula'. Naval Shore Commander
Caucasus is again pointed towards the necessity to ivp.ijic.ain this
patrol line even if losses should occur. Because bhe 3 naval land-
in- craft (vans) had ro - Tvd out bhe patrol line in the Ssennaya
Bay was only occupied with 4 harbor defense boats. n bhoir return
passage to Kerch after day>rcak the boats were fired at fro: the
shore by enemy artillery. Naval Shore Commander Caucasus is order-
ed to hav<. bhe boats return so early from bhe patrol line in
Ssennaya bay that they will bo without he range of bhe enemy
art ill ry at daybreak.

Naval Ending craft ( ,u.ns) Nos, 3. nd 9, naval furry barge F 303
and RH 02 uid ft 03 fro: patrol line Ostrov-Birjuchi to Arabat
headland "out in to Genichesk at 0o00. Nothing bo report.

N-'val ferry barges F 394 and F 445 put in to Kerch from the pabrol
line near the Ionian coast at 0635.

Commander of the 30 bh hobor Ilinoswee er Flotilla report .d from
Kerch at 0745 bhat barrage "K 10" had b .en. laid out according to

plans.

The smoke-loyin ; -roup consisting of naval ferry barges F 536,

13?, 312, 341, 593, 443, 581 and 574 put out from Kerch at 0910.

Simferopol at 0930: Weather forecast:

Eupatoria to- Novorssisk \nd Sea of Azov: Wind northeast bo east,
force 4 to 5, fair, visibility 20 ratios,

Genichesk reported that the patrol line between Ostrov-Birjuchi
and the Arabat headland will bo occupied during he night of

4/5 October just as on bhe last day.

Naval Shorn Commander Caucasus reported fron Kerch that consider-
ing bhe new front line (bhe front runs from bhe northern edge of

Ssennaya village bo bhe southern edge of Achtonisovska) and con-
form with my instructions^;he ordered the ootrol line as follows:
Taman north coast as yesterday, operational reserve in the north

ranee to Kerch Strait 3 naval ferry barges: Toman south coast
also like yesterdayj center east part: naval landing craft (guns)
I
Tos. 1 and 11 and 3 boats of the harbor defense flotilla h^rch;
center west part: 4 naval ferry barges.

CiAFIg TI.I. .. -15-
StfCURITY INFORMATION
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4 October 1943

I aaree with 2 no'^ in cunents sut i ; :. :hc Sermon Ifev 1

Command Italy concerning the pesiijiiit;- that our routes in the
Block Sea may have b„un disclosed by bhe It liana and a . that our

routes have lost much of iheir socrot character owj to ihe for-
eign crews of merchant vessels" sailing in ^scores. It oust be

assi : ihe enemy knows our routes by his espionage in :he

Suasion and Rur.r.ni^n ports which we had conquered. In spite of
thr.t and also because f I chnical difficulties we do not

neccssory to "Iter our routes.

.cccr" ag bo report of the Director, of ihe Chief Command 5Nation
of bhe Reinforced i

7ron'".i„r Guard Control Service (Coast), :»~a;-~

ierungsrat Eoonia;, he has boon bold in berlin in bhe 1 st days
of Cc: t r

,, ' r Reay* Admirol Schubert of bhe Organization .nd 1'ob-

ilizotion 3raneh, Ki'h Command, V vy, (in connection with the
wal of bhe personnel of bhe Reinforced Frontier 3uard

Control Service (Coast)) that no lor. ;cr bhe jlack Jo", out bhe
.'ndriatie 3„ . wos'the e-Jiter of highest importance. I used be

think that ..specially in those lost weeks and also in the following
on^.s everything was on bhe razor's edge - concerning bhe Crimea
directly as well vs bhe front just norbh le Sea of ..zov - .nd

b a, breakthrough ly hr.v. fatal consequences of bhe pro-
gr 3 j of war.' In my opinion he Mavy f s work concerns .-: bhe naval
forces is well as bhe coast .1 defense (includ ; 3 inforced
Frontier Guard Control >c vice \2c\3l)) \r.s an essential part of
the t . rising fror the o'per .bions in bhe Llock 1".,

I have not been asked my opinion concernin h.. order to withdraw
the personnel of bhe Linforcud Fronbiei Guard Coarbrol Jervice
(Coast), and that does not only refer ho ersonnel becoming
free on bhe I'ubon bridgehead but \lso to a rt : the i>orsonnel
fror. the Crimea,

Koval ferry barges F 449, 474 and 306 put in to Kerch from vhe

,rol line ?anan coast -t 16^0.

minesweeper detacliiient put out with 9 boots from Kerch to
ichesk t 170C.

" "" -I 1 cvaft ( uns) -s. 9 and 10, naval ferry barge F 303,
HH 02 -nd KA 03 put out from : iesk be bhe patrol line at 173<

'.

odosia reported at 1730 bhat bhe escort pass: rch bo
jodosia and consisb

; of 3 naval ferry r js, .. tu-s, 5 li ;ht-
..rs and 20 fishin 3rs was intercepted by ihe .Russian air
reconnaissance. Cur air reconnaissance in iuapso having stated
3 dest ust b_ reckon bh an operation against
Crimean south coast. The 1st S-Boat Flotilla is ordered to out

sea fro- Ivan Jaba with 3 boats at 22CC for flank security of
. escort. The position of ;he s curb will be off point rown

ot 230 . .so. rt 5 to 6 miles, .-.c bs for flank
security will be about 5 ivdles scut!: of route irown off the escortn
until 03CC and wil] always keep outside sight Df bhe ..sort.

fho officer <--
z nvoy Crimean coast is ordered bo in-

p the officer c he esc rt le operobion and po-
sit - oats, - ,ts »f he 1st 3-;3oat Flotilla put out
from Ivan . t- according -o orders at 2200»

c
;

-16-.
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4 October 1943

U-Boat Situ?, bionj

3,0. escorts is ordered to transfer bhe Italian midget U-boats C3 1
and G3 2 to Constantsa with the next escort, bowed by the L DUS.

The boats vd.ll hav . their docking period there. The Italian midget
U-boats CB 4 and CB 5 which are ready for action will be kept read •

for the largenacale transportation escorts to the rear from Kerch
Strait, From, the same reason the U-boat U 9, ready for putting out,
is temporarily kept back in the area between 1'alta and Thoodosia
and temporarily commissioned for submarine clv.se. It is planned to
employ all Gorman ind Italian Ufboata wliich will bo available on
the day of the transportation to the -rear as flank security of die

large—scale escorts in about 30 miles distance from the coast. For
this purpose the U-boats U 24 '.nd U 20 will bo withdrawn from their
operational areas near the Gauc .sian coast.

^le-ny ..ir ..caivroy

:

Ihe patrol line near the .Tvr.-.n north coast -,r .s permanently att -.eked

?.gain 'luring oho day by enemy bombers and fighters, every bime by
u^ to 10 planes with bombs and machi:>e—gunning, 9 attacks were
reported; naval ferry barges shot down 3 enemy planes, ""0 daiaa e

or casualties* During the night of 3/4 October altogether 17 air

attacks took place on TSaeodosia harbor and town, mostly by indi-
vidual planes, Aoout 60 bombs were dropped, mostly in the roads,
some into the harbor b .sin. lio do e.

In the forenoon 1 torpedo was found in bhe b of Theodosia the
origin of which has net rot been ascert \inod.

Other ir ttaoks on Pieodosia. took place at O632, 1320, 1705, and
1°25. ihe first 2 attacks were flown with 10 bombers \nd \bout 40
bombs were dropped each time, Fhc bug Til £&. hod slight fro-: on-
tation damage, bhe lighter 24705 heavy fragmentation damage, salvage
att riots are going on. Harbor rails have beein damaged.

Naval Shore Ck>mmandor Ukraine additionally reported bhe following
air attacks of 3 October: . eavy boob attacks on -renicliosk at 20
\nd 1310, some damage t> buildings, naval ferry barge 492 h

slight fro - mentation dao.a o., the naval fuol depot was hit, 1 gas-
oline tank with 13 cbm, was hit. Several wounded en. At 0900
bomb attack on bhe 3rd Battery o£ fne ITaval ..raillery ".ibteilung"
Dir.juchi peninsula, ""arts of the position ' ave fallen in.

The heavy air attacks on Gonichesk ooi Birjuchi suggest preparations
of a larger attack on our southern wing immediately north of the
Azov coast with e aim of cutting the railroad /olitopol - Crimea,
Furthermore they greatly affect tin completion of Gonichesk as a

naval base for overhauling "-id wintering bhe naval forces left in
the >ea of Azov so that bhe .it' Force will bo requested again to
supply stronger uitiaircraft protection,

IZlnosweopipg Ac bivit; \

:

Danube: At km, 42 on ,he main ,rn of ;io Janube 2 mines were cl^ar-
;d. ilibher bhese inos have been laid a Ion , .ime ago with bine
setta device or bhe tumanian ninosweop$jig service has failed be-
cause no new penetrations have been reported.

On. ETD3 3MAI -17-

security information



-1325-

__

p 1943

ypaLi 3ev ra] 1 ' - t .. t

wore w It.

rwocoi -. coast i far -round

thout success.

Barrage "S 10" waa laj .: ccordd s_.

inns (s«€ r v
, j 1

:r : i ns a reported.

5_ cs

a) • crcs:: n traffic a Kerch i : :

.

- 1 J rry )~-r.es ? k93 577 cc dji frqj in to

c) scorts 3I06C t . . .. - ?.st nd ifl . . western
I . :r:.

-18-
: .



-1326-

_

5 October 1943

binfcroool bnony 3ituation :

Hi ;h'. air reconnaissance sighted no onomy vessels in the southwest-
ern Black 3ca to bhe southern point of bhe Crimea during oho night
of 4/5 October,

Enemy shipping in port: Tuapse: 3 destroyers, 4 i&.T.B.s on i\nd,

1 motor boat, 5 coastal vessels, 7 actor minesweepers and 12 small
boats;

Sochi: 6 motor minesweepers, 1 M.T.B., 5 motor boats and 5 small
boats. Otherwise no enemy reports from the 31 .ck Sea during bhe
day, Visibility variable, ?o.~ Caucasian coast was not ruconnoiter-

.111 L/tlvJ afternoon.

Close to ihe Turkish coast several freighters and 1 passongor ship
was observed in the forenoon.

M in "aval D/F Station reported increasing movements of small
vessels, mostly li.T.B.s near the riddle Mid the southern Caucasian
coast. Ho important c'r.;r.,s in the Sea of .tzov.

9 submarines were intercepted, that is bo say 3 in the western
'lack 3ea bo bhe southwestern Crimean coast, 1 in oh„ northwestern
Elack Sea, 3 in bhe southwestern tlack 3oa Mid 2 in unknown posit-
ions, it 1915 lain l?aval p/F libation reported that it :-.iight be
reckoned with bhe putting to s^ of no of the destroyers laying in
Tuapse. About 2300 dhin Llaval /'• station reported -he position of

the destroyer and th t the intercepted destro2*Mr was probably s .il-

ing with U *..'..''. 3. s to thy area south entrance to iLerch strait.

From the amy situation on ho Jot^nkopf was reported bhat bhe

;nemy attacks which had bv-en assisted bj banks had b_on repulsed
with heavy lossei for bhe enemy. TI10 enemy vino had landed on this
side of the Lilian near 'olubitzka v/as Mini.il at A.

Own Situation
;

Between C200 and 0230 naval f^rry barges in the patrol line near
the Taman north coast about 5 riles northeast • f ..chilieon had a

fi ht with several enemy gunboats which ?,tbaaptod to attack our
own coasts. Pie attack was repu3_sed. The .jneny withdrew to the
north It!', hi h speed. . :Iaiia ;e or casualties,

.0 special events were reported from the patrol lines nvar
xi south coast and bhe inner Tanan bay. Thv; pabrol line east

of Cape Eubartov in .ho inn>ir ?araan bay was not occupied because
bhe naval landing craft (gmis) w^rc not able to pass Cape luubanov

on account of rough sea,

-.1 landing cr ft (guns) I7o. 1 put in bo liorch from the patrol
line .'"o.'n bay at

;

:.30,

"ii smoke-lay: ' nroup with naval ferry jar/tos L
? 312, 536, 341,

574 pub out fr !erch at 0450.

S-boats 3 42, 45 nd 49 put in to I ran I \b~. a ain \t C500 fror. a

3 on" distance jscc odosia - Sevastopol. Thu ^scort had not
been attacked. .. amy vessels were sighted.

(X ;•. :;•; TI..L -19-
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5 October 1943

.Operati ns of he patrol linos . ar die north and south coast of
the r-vT-.n peninsula as iirell as in the inner Jonon bay -and al3o

between OstrovwBirjuchi and the drabat headland art ordered for
the hi ht of 5/6 October just as on the day before.

Naval 1-nding croft (suns) do. 3, naval ferry barges F 493 and

577 and RM 02 and ?Ji 03 put out from Scnichesk to t.ho> patrol line
It 1700.

.

After their engines had been overhauled bh E-boats 3 51 --nd 3 52

put out from Constantza to Ivan Eaba at 1700.

ral landing craft ( .u.ns) i o. 11 from "the patrol line Parian boy
report .

' bombardment by .jrieny artillery at 1715.

Considering bhe presence of the destroyers which had been stated
in Tuapse and which probably will bo operati g against Crimean es-

corts bhe 1st E-Doat Flotilla is ordered to take over the flank
security of the tug escort Kerch - fhoodosia. Details concerning
bhc carrying out of the flank security \3 yesterday. Position of

cort Brown 17 at 1915, speed of advance about 5 miles.

p/F jtabi.cn SXr, at orla reported ?.t 1955 that destroyers
had put out from Tuapse, course probably to bhe south entrance bo

Kerch Strait.

The folio ing mea.sures were ordered:

I.;" The 1st S-Boat Flotilla had already been ordered before to

secure bhe flank ad -,
:~^ Kerch - Thoodosla escort. By bhis measure

also coast between Cane Takil and ?hoodosia ivill be protected*

2.) ihg U-boat Ui 20 vail proceed with high sp- jd fron the area of
Cope Utrich to bhe south entrance of i lapse in order a ca.tch des-

troy urs on their return passage*

3.) 'he -boat U 9 n ar in .he operational are', south of C .pe iieganon

is ordered to operate against destroyers.

4,) The patrol lino south entrance to Kerch 3brp.it re :ains with 4
naval ferry barges in position.

E-boot 3 49 put out from Ivan Daba bo Constantza at 2CO0 3Ut re-

turned :.n account of damage of bhe thrust bearings at 2200.

3 boats of the 1st 3-3oat Flotilla put out from Ivan - .ba for their

Ordered task ab 213C

.U-Jbo vb _3ituabion

:

Jrid squares he Air Force .03. 4580, 5550 and 5570 ar., allotted
to U-boat U 9 for submarine chase and lurking position. ..11 sea-
going VoSSels - j iven catchword orders *:r tl e in in«nt la -ge-

scalo bad: escorts froi Kerch Jtrait which they will have to
pre, t c b

.

In bhe conference with f the It.ali n Id -t flotilla bhe

following items arc f;3c^d:

I'll 1

oEk 1 IlvfUxtnAIi
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FIDE T.IL

5 October 1943

Minesweoping close to Sevastopol by 4 boats of ihe 3rd ,otor I-iino-

sweoper Flotilla \s preparation for barrage "3 47".

Supply _Tr affic :

a) Routine crossing traffic in Kerch 3tr?.it.

Performed on 4 October!

1.) By navy and 'pioneers:

62G tons war aatorial

5,75# soldiors uid voluntary assistants

196 wounded : .en

20 civilians

754 notorized vehicles

552 aniaal-drawn vehicles

63 .;ims

7,477 horses

42 head of cattle

2 . ) By navy aL one

:

518 tens war Material.

b) ?h last evacuation escort Lorch - fheodosia of 4 October
turned near kil on aceount of rough sea A.nd :>ut in be K^rch
".-•.in ,t 0335 on 5 October.

Patting ou': again -.'. 1700 >n 5 Oc -ober.

Ihu ither Crixiea escorts and escorts in vhe western Black Joa
accordi - >lans Jld ,r

.i ihout 3 >eci 1 eventsi

I gg : : fid:, -23-
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cor?i:xs tial

6 Gctcbor 1943

A second dive be ber attack tc A: place v. .out 1000. In this attack
the obher de>s:,ro3ror was ait by bombs so that she was set ablaze
anci did not rno-.^.

I considered an immediate opor aiion of bhe 1st E-Boat Idiotilia
against the destroyer formtion which was much reduced in its
spoed but I rejected thig thought in favor o~2 an operation in
oho next night,

asons: One ol the destro^^rs was ' X in full readiness for action.
The other one cou3.d probably use her i.rtillery. Owing to con-
contrat .. I d^f.nsiv. fire of ohe 3 destroyers it would not have
b^en oossi^l. for the 5-boats to approach so much that torpedoes
could be launched with some degree of effectiveness, not even
if artificial smoke was used or placer attack was attempted
especially as the weather was cle .r and the visibility good,
Josid. bhat i': rust be reckoned with heaver z±r attacks on our
3-boats which, according to nre'/lous .experiences, c\n be ex-
tremely dangerous for our 2-boats during dio day.

xCCording to air reconnaissance reports bho speed of 'die desbroyer
fori; ati on T ".s 5 milea. The next harbor , Tuapse, was 120 miles
distant, dven if the formation with the towed destroyer would
mble its speed it would not re \ch a harbor before s.vnul hours

aftur nightfall, do the d-boats would ha/, after nightfall an

opportxmity to attack in cooperation with a ni ht air reconnaiss-
ance plane with greater prospect of success xnd ]^as risk.

Th.. dir dorce pixies lurcher dive bomber attacks, rhe air ro-
conr.aiss .nee permanently pursues the position o£ bhu enemy les—

troyer formation.

One destroyer was stated in grid square 6571 -t 1253.

Since 1300 ESukhum, Eatum and dholenjik were permanently sending
radiogr vs :o bhe destroyers which, however, were not answered
since 1300. In a 3rd dive bomber attack all destroyers were
hit at 1230. 'The 2nd destroyer was sinking at 1326".

According absorvation report it was stated in radio traffic at

1505 that a further lestroyer had Tut out to sea fr :a a base in
the southeastern Slack 3ea,

".ftor the 3rd live bomber attack bho fletilla leader 3IIAHXDW had
heaved to and pickud up ,ho survivors.

The 4th dive bomber attack book place at 1550. file flotilla
leader CII.dlKCdl was hit and sank 55 miles s'outhsoutheast of 'Jape

Chauda at 162?.

The 4th destroyer which had put :o s^a was reported in the .re a

rear '"Sielenjik in the ft.,rnvon.

It resulted fr m several obsorvabi ns bhab she had c .urs. to bhe
place of accj "' ,nt.

CC. FID.E TL.L
.
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CCA7I JL.A

6 October 1943

Summarizingly it c-.n bo stated bhat wi io bo air reconnaissance
',nd rr.cl.io interception bhe operational plans jf bhe enci.iy i.vre

rvc'-. -?niz~d in tino, iiJjccollent Cooperation of^Air - rce and ilavy

frustrated ohe eneiny's pi ns f The unemy lorr.r.bion wos annihilated
by dive bomber attacks. Ao Soviet Dlack 3ea Fl^et lost bhe

flotilla loader CILulKCW, 1 destro3ror . f the 3-class and 1 of the
G—class of \Ltoa;ethor available 8 destroyers. Although the Russian
Fleet suffered a romarkablo loss by this action its absolute su-
pr^macy in bho Black So -1

, is not questionable.

Nevertheless bhe success «.f :ur Air Force will have decisive impor-r

banco en bhe further naval operations of bhe oneii7 and will lane
hin for bhe first ti.ie after a long period the Russians had c ma~
issioned larger surface units f r offensive operations against the
2rir .an c ast. It nay be assumed that this was a push against our

largv Kerch evacuati n escorts as well as bhe attempt to feel bhyir
way forward for a larger operation, probably fo? bhe landing - per-

. ation which was planned according bo pris nors and agents statements*
At the beginning bhc Russian forces Were pushed ff from the escort
by our 3~boata and prevented from carrying out bheir task ^r- were
effectively bombarded by the coastal artillery, respectively. After-
wards, on his return passage, the Dneny 1 .st all vessels which had
been enga'>d in bhis pdration, Sc it oust be stated bhat in co-
oporabi' n of tho naval forces, bhe casta], defense- xil the Air
Force a full success was achieved which will net encourage the
jxmssy who hitherto consequently spared his fleet, possibly iron
political considerations, be step out from bis reserve. It is

not improbable that bhus large-scale landings n ,ho Crimea planned
with naval operati ns will hav utrun or at le ist will have been

.
disturb od in bheir benporal c urso. In addition b

J that bhe en-
dangering of our escorts along bhe Crimean coast .no also in ^he

western Black 3er by attacks of superior enoiiiy surface forces can
be considered to sorie exb nt is uch decreased at least for the
next tine. roover the sinking . f 3 destroyers will not be with-
out impression on rurkey and nay Oven influence her \btitude,

bnoo" Situation:

In the ther are" cf bhe Black 3e ind bhv. 3ea f .»zev n.. .ni-ny

surface units were observed by air rec:nnaiss ,nce beside bhose
destroyers.

In ,ho Western Bl ck 3. ., about 65 nil s southwest of Sulina, 1
submarine was attacked with Ao-th charges at 1250. Oil pabch ob-
serve A

*

In the late afternoon Aain iJaval 0/F Ao bion reported increased
activity f U f T,B.s and submarine chasers which were Continuously
intercepted on the area south f n„ Kerch Strait, Alto ;ethor 10
AiT.B.s and 3 submarine chasers vreru stated. In ad ition b that
continuous movements f snail vessels were idibercepted, 9 sub—

A followin;; ships word stated on the northern ports . f bhe Sea . f

Izcv -n 5 Oct ber: Berdyansk: 3 vessels, each f then 45 meters
Ion. j 17 -.t:r launches, 1 pa.dd'le>-whecl steamer, Mariupol; 12
Vessels, each i :b 75 meters long and 7 b ats.

c- at:/, h:i, -27-
SBCUniTY IbF A ATI' N
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6 Ceo "our 1943

IJaval landing craft (guns) Fs. 1, 4 nd 11, nd RK 02, 08 and 09
put out from Kerch f r bhe oobrdl lint inner t man Bay .t 1500.

r\l ferry barges F 492 and 303, naval londm
,
craft ( o\ns) Ho. 10

and X, 02 uid 03 return n
: from the patrol line no r oho drabatsko

hoc. Hand put in to Goniohesk at. l£>30.

Invosti'-obi.ns why the 'patrol lino had been fired at during the
ni"ht of 5/6 October proved that bho iilumani n battalion stationed
near Ghokrak wasoro t acquainted with '..ho Gorman vessels in this area
Tho commander of oho b .ttalion was informed.

1st E-Boat Flotilla is aivon operative orders for bhe. ni-iit of 6/7
October against oho Hussion destroyer which hod put out :,c so..

Putting out be sea has boon ordered for 1730. Cooperation wibh bhe

night reconnaissance plane, ilio S^boat flotilla is informed of bhe
situation and the sr-nking of bhe 3 destroyers. E xnti—submarine
operation because no of our own U-boats is in that area.

Tho radar post at lapc ditod r intercepted frum 1720 until 1745 a
sc^. target in 12 km, distance. Hav\l Shore Col r Crimea ;avo

sea alarm and rrdered ° sh rt burst f fire accordin t bhe radar
boar ngs. Since accord :.

;
t. observation reports bhere '^rv no

enemy vessels in that area it is assumed it was but a reflex in
it r lar apparatus and no onomy.

4 beats of .ho 1st S-Boat Flotilla put for tho r^er~ ". operation
from Ivan Fab- at 1300.

Maval landing craft (..uns) "..
. 4 reported from bho patrol line in

the inner Toman Bay at 1930: ;o f starboard online, port side
engine trouble.

["ho batteries, Kaval ."- rmany Detachment No, 613 which wer. operate
ing on bho Toman peninsu] a have ; no into bho following new po-
sitions- Tho 6bh Batbory (former1;^ 4 r:.uk) with 3 7.5 cm, field
ns near 3hukevka, south f Capo F nor; bho 7 th Battery (formerly

west of Toman Satzuchi Kut pj) with 3 7.62 en. 3.4. (s^mi-auto-
lie) xins for tho defense of Kxiish 3urun harbor; the 9th Battery

(formerly Sheljesni '.'.

;) with 4 12,2 era. field h witzer \uns near
Capo 4k Burun west f ?okil, '.nd oho 13th Batb ry wibh k 7^62 cm.

nu-r Janish Takil, north ± iakil.

U-Boat Situation :

Tho It -lion mid-et submarines CI) 3, 4 "nd 6 which are ready for
action ore rderod b operate \s fl\nk security :f the large—so do
Dscorts after the evacuation f -ho Kuban brid ;u!ica-l« In this
framework bho b ats will at first o transferred bo 'fait- and will
occupy frcn there positions in ;he area between iartch and Malta
and bhon, on koy*»woru, in contact wibh the G^rrn U-boats in ihe

p- trol line,

j,,;..;,- .ir .c/oid' :

lTk n
~ r a] f rry bar s on bhe patrol line near :he i

n nan n rth c ast
vrore permanently o t ,c!o:'. o ;.in ':y heavy air raids with hobs
: ach no ,uns, •- av l ferry barge F 537 had si: ht la lages.

c : :
-:. .. -29-
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6 Cct.-ber 1943

Clos^. t: I si.?. on air attack b ok place at 0715 -^ ^n use rt

fr srch by 12 live b bcrs fr oo \xi altitude ...f 200 n. with bo.\<bs

>jnd ach no junrrn . damage was done,

her tir attacks *n Alushta^ Ivan Baba .-. . 'heoclosia caused no da-
r.wo.s worth mention!* .

lit 1235 air attack on 111; no naval dawa-e'i

.... -*Coiyity ;

sinoawuop: \; n the Danube ind near Jevastop 1 was carried
success,

I \val ..' rt •

:

r Ita o n r • d hat 1 dine was si hted on bhe
are''. 2 jiiiles south af J.usl ba.

Supply ?raf Fie :

a) cros3in
,
tr-.f . ic in arch Jtrait. V, bliinj .. report

'lot! n 5 Oct bur:

1,) By navy -i '. ioneers:

573 b ns war ter.oal

10,402 soldiers ?.nd voluntary assistants
134 w en

379 civilians
264 "

k ' >rize 1 vehicl 3

1,109 aniual-w-'lrawn vehicles
34 una
2,210 horses

37 : c btlc

. .
%
,2.) By navy ol 1

. ;453 t as.war rrr.terial.

b) Fl utinc Crimea escorts v,.
1

osc rts n bhe western Slack Sor

,with ut special events.

. :
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7 Oct bar 1943

3i iforopal Snemy Situation:

.' j night air reconnaissance reported 3 enemy gunboats near bhe

position where the 3 destroyers had been sunk apparently search-
ing for survivors.

On anti-submarine operation during the ni ht in the western Black
3ea vand on the esc rt route Constants'?. - Sevastopol 2 enemy sub-
marines were attacked with depth char ~s "6j ?. plone of type ELAn
& rcss. On account of darkness no result was observed.

The early daylight air reconnaissance observed 4 enemy planes moving
in circlos over 'oho place of accident. Cur jwn fi hter piano re-
ported that an onor.17 piano bombarded a submarine in bhat '.r^:,

Possibly U 9 Rtay bo in the question which was -rderv*d tc rouain
near* the place of accident until about 1000. Durinv. >he day 2

motor minesweepers were observed in oho same area.

No enemy V0330I3 were siohtod in bhe s luthorn and western 3ea cf

lZ v durin bhe day.

bin- r traffic of shirs in both diructi; ns cl.Su t tho Turkish
southeast c >ast. Only a few v...ssols in Siolenjik. ..n Anapa and
in hjvorossisk no Vossols \tforo obsorVod. .Cuooso at 1145: 1 des-
troyer, 2 prob?.ble torp do boats, 4 coastal v.ssols, 1 flcating
crane. , 2 ninesvoeoors, 8 ii.T.B.s, 4 motor i.dnoswoe'"or3 an-", several
small boats. 25 miles northwest if Tuapse 1 coastal vessel.

Main Kaval D/F Station intorcootoi 1 destroyer no^.r the n. rthorn
part of oho oast coast abut noon. This ioatroyer hid bo~n inter*-

cepted the night before on. her way to ruapse. uj radar inoor-
ception another "destroyer was intercepted at n >n near the south-
ern t-> oho middle ' Caucasian cast coming from bhe southeast. Brisk
small vessel movements in the .-astern i31ack 3oa,

6 submarines- were intercepted, 2 f bhem southwest . f cho Crimea,
2 others in the central Black 3^a ind 2 in bh^ eastern Black 3^a.

It is reported from bho army situation an .ho Gotk-nkopf that
our counter vttack bhe enemy hah b^un pr^sso" .. ^u^r .n K.ssa
Tuzla, Allegedly th^ enemy lande'. with 4 -- As in the rear f

the rear guards of bhe 49th i>rmy Corps, ohis '' nding was not ob-
serve 1

, by oho boats .f bho patrol lino. It must have bake-n pl~.co

in a considerable lis banco behind ur front lino.

Gym Situ abiro.:

In the operati n ordered f.r bhe nijht f 6/7 Oct bor the b:ats .f

oho 1st 3-3 at Flbtilla c ntactc " several un b -,ts at 1955, among
bhen 2 boats with 7.5 cn. uns. .. 4 cn. vun in the 3 L2 was put
ut f action. The 3 23 ha' a 4.5 cm. hit in her collision com-
partment . The 3 52 had slioht fragmentation ios . \.s. Cn 2 f bhe
enemy vessels hits of 2 and 4 cn-. wore unobjectionably observe ',

-
?o_:r the E-boats ha! turned -f:C from the c:io.r;r bhe rdered .por-

ation was c ntinuod. i bh nv else vr.s Soon on bhe spot where
bho lostroyers had sunk but a lar;:e patch "of -il,

co:.'fi.'": fi: -31-
s^racnrTTCxE-riTioN
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7 October 1943

Arabatska headland 1 naval landing craft ( uns), 2 naval- ferry
barges, HM 02 \nd 03.

-boat 3 49 put out from Ivan 3aba for Constantza at 1400 in

rder t hav<j her engines overhauled.

Kaval landing craft ({runs) Ko, 9, naval ferry barges F 493 and 577
and RM 02 and 03 put cut from Gonichesk at 1630 for the patrol line
near the irabatska headland.

Naval ferry barges F 341, 312, 536 and 593 put out from Kerch at

1530 for bhe patrol line.

Naval landin? craft (-uns) No. 11 reported vt 1715 from bhe patrol
line in Ssunnaya Bay: Bombardment by salvo guns from bhe land.

Admiral Black 3ea, Dockyard C ntrol Staff, sent on 6 October bhe

following teletype concerning conversion of war transports bo uiti-
subnarine ch .3 .rs:

11 Or. Scholz s^nt teletype on '29 September tc Nikolaiev dock-
yard:' I cannot order bhe c nvorsion of bhe war transports
i.o 38, 27 'ncl 23 be anti-submarine chasers as long as bhe

High Command, Navy loos not comply with .he iemand of bhe

Reich Commissioner f Maritime Shipping for 6,400 tons of
material for ship constructions. The High Command, Navy
is again requested to clear up matters as soon as possible.

Scholz"

Additi on by Admiral Elack So., Dockyard Control Staff:

" Conversion of those 3 vessels to anti-»submarine chasers had
been discussed in Berlin on 23 July in a conference with
regional leader Kaufmann in the pr^soncv .. f Admiral Fuchs.
High Command 1' 0— pr misod go examine the Lwlivery of the
material even that very lay. The iolay which has taken
place in the meant] . c np^ls us to state bhat probably it

will no longer be possible tc complete in this year the
completion f bhe 5th and 6th vessel in Kikolaiev s anti-
submarine chasers,

A" -oral Black Sea, Dockyard C ntrol Staff"

Above teletype is filed int . 7ar Salary as tjnpical .Tocument char-
acteristic f r those days because such and similar casus were net
- lc 30 :

'. at bhe fr nt.

?hc 9th Anti-aircraft Divisi n increased bh . anti-aircraft pro-
tection of fhe loSia ' 2 heavy and 1 lijht anti-aircraft batteries

us c mplyir dth my request,

U-Boat Situation :

. last '.ostr a,r which hoi bo~n at sea a theastorn
Black >. -at .

"-., at U 20 had booh v,n jperaticnal

li] .rb-- in bh uh 1- " :^rati nal area between Chelenjik ?.nd ru?.pse.

_ -33-
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8 October 1943

Sirforopjl Inorar biou-.ti n

:

X 0210 the ni ,ht rocnn-.iss-.nco plane reported. an enemy osccrt,
ceursu southeast, 5 miles south of Gholenjik. itio escort consisted
altogether of 4 coost .1 vessels \r>l 2 motor minesweepers. bho day—
li",ht reconnaissance did not observe any movements of cnoiqy vossols
near the Caucasus coast, Fhere was not much elian ;e in the harbor
of Tuapse c roared vrith yesterday. Tho destroyer is still in
Tuapse.

)ur ro; the ni':ht h.urs of 7/8 October 2 motor minesweepers on s~ .rch-

in
,
c urse 'or. observed xtfiore the lestroyers had sun!-:. .*ftvjrwards

oho motor minesweepers turned t Gholonjik,

3 i'.T.B.s were >bscrvod 20 miles south of Opuk in the forenoon mc!

2 M.T.B.s 25 miles southwest -f Anapa in the afternoon,

special Dbservati ns wore "'ado in the Sea of ..zcv.

Main Naval D/F Station reported that the 2 lestroyers which had boon
intercepted yesterday were still in Tuapse in oho aftorn on. Pro-
' >ably ihoy have put to SC nbout 2200,

Hear the ir&ddlo ond s uthern east c so f he Black Sua moderate
srr.ll " ssel move: ^nts, rlurin .he ni ht increasir .

9 submarines were -intercepted; 3 in bhe - area west md southwest
of the Crimea, 3 in the mid ] Slack 3oa, 2 on return passage in
the southwestern bloc k S '.nd 1 submarine in ho eastern Black Sea,

From the army 'A n t
: s rup rt^d that .n aiomy attack n K ssa

Tuzla in the \ -rain h urs was repulsed. The withdrawal from the
Toman peninsula c mes off ace re

1

n tc plans, ..n .nemy -.'.-tack with
tank assistance was smashed, Iho •enemy fult his way forward nly
with sli'.ht f rc;5 in ;ho curs, of the d y.

Own Situ ti n:

b thing to report fr patrol linos near oh., i
1 nan n rth c ast

an_ the north and s uth untrancu t lierch Strait :s roll as from the
patrol lines n j :r the brobatska hoadlans lur n the nioht .f 7/8
October, hs for as ",' c .ts wore not in .

: :c r
1

ere 1
;
atrol linos

iurin . the day they r~':i\::.^ I t their bases,

The m t r minesweepers 3 197 and; ft 66 which lib. buon br naferrud
t ^-jrch accordii' • t r ~rs put in t hr.ish Burun at 0440.

Tho S-bi at 3 49 put in to C nstantza at 0730 for on inu 'Verhauli

Fr; n oho I man n rth c .so the naval f^rry b ,r \. F 449 report d at

0920 : Snumy artillery Tir^ seawards west 1 Cape Kam^nni,

r- pal at O63O: I am in ; Kerch an.; t oho Ku n brid -

her " in r ' or t h. cl 3. pers nal c nnucti n with .he c raand-

ors f oho '' ..• parts f the ar -
'. f.rcoS lur ihe Last phase

l v cuation f the Jul: rib. ;ehe 'A .and t bu -.1. be rein ve
lifficulties n the sp t which may arise in bhe immediate roturn
transpcrtati n fr m ' -rch t bio west f bhe total tonna o which
will be rolo .so ' then.

c bo"-, b. j -35-
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8 : >r 1943
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8 October 1943

KTien ahe evacuation of the Kuban bridgehead will be finished '."-he

Maval Liaison Officer with bhe 17th Anay Corps will be given state-
ments on :he assistance of the navy. In these statements will be
particularized what follows:

In the framework of the evacuation of the Kuban bridgehead the navy
hacl the bask in cooperation with pioneers to remove the troops with
their armament and equipment , 'die stock of ammunition and supply
^oods existing in the bridgehead, 'die motorized and animal-drawn
vehicles and die civilian population with valuable mobile possess-
ions .

The first task of bhe navy was to remove by sea as much material as

possible fro;: bhe harbors Anapa and Temriuk which were next to the
front line in order shorten the transportation over land and to re-
lieve the places of embarkation on the e '.st bank of the Kerch Strait.
These transportations over routes which were only about 40 idles
distant from enemy bases ':oA therefore permanently exposed bo attacks
by superior enemy naval forces were endangered moreover continuously
by enemy mines so that the escorts had tc be carried oub with antir-

mine protection, dn such occasions numerous ines were cleared.
Every day bhe convoys were attacked \y bhe enemy air force with

:bs and! machine guns. Consider - ng the importance of the bask

occurrin ; losses had bo be taken into the bargain.

In addition tc naval vessels numerous pioneer ferries and pioneer
boats were emplo^'ed for short crossings within bhe Kerch Strait
from daman, Sa ennaya ond jumping off bases en Kossa Chushka to

Kerch.' First of all the navy removed material!., the pioneer boats
troops, vehicles and horses. Altogether nay-;- ?nd pioneers removed
during the evacuation until 6 October inclusively:

103,602 tons war material,
202^810 German and allied soldiers, voluntary assistants,
16,166 wounded men,

24, 740 civilians

,

IS, 938 motorized vehicles,

25,097 aniral-dravni vehicles,

1,514 puns,

72,555 horses and

6,221 head of cattle,

Boside" transportation the main task of the navy was bhe security of
the transport routes and of our own coasts towards the sea against
enemy attacks by surface forces ^:ad. landings in ihe rear of our own
front, rhis task was solved by the dayly laying out of patrol lines
near the daman north nd south coasts on close to bhe south ?.nd

norbh entrance bo Kerch Strait and by the operation of S-boats on
the approach routes of the enemy. Srieray forces attempting tc

approach our casts were repulsed by our patrol forces in numerous
minor fights.

By. extensive' mine fields, es: eci&lly close t<. the south entrance to

Kerch Strait, and by our patrol forces the enemy was prevented tc

ent r the Kerch Strait \nd so the endan ;erin ore runnin
crossing traffic was avoided.

c ?:< :•: ?i j. -37-
SECURITY L FC foVUCfl
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8 October 1943

The ' 1 forces were assis id tl co-.st .1 Lch

lly fired at y vessels proach : I so fore

thei burn off. So bh — is ly Me oo r s. naval br .ns-

s by cent: 3 air attacks. In bhis fc it achieve lasti

success because i. anti-aircraft lefense bhe ascorb be vta and f

the ivnl fei

—

is prevented in r-iost cases . 57s ematic attack

so precise

prc - j - a the ev ci .tion he sneny lost 1C planes

shipbo r
1

i- ircraf: nans.

v ly it can be stated th ;

:. 3 of our naval
' >ry r "in : craft (-p..ns), - s ;or mine-

sweepers for final" security of our convoys nd our oxm c. .st >ro-

red :: noqessnry foundation for bhe uni . so routine

c r removal "
"

- ran 1 n on bhe !

bra -
• jvacu vt I.

U«t3oat _j_ i t j__n

:

'"
: Italian mid t urines 3B 3, 4 and 6 loft 3cvastor j1 for

'.t 0615, re i" fi r fl :ic sec ri f the 1 r -scale con-
- s. .' .in ;o X -lt n \b 3.630, rhe - bs U 24, U 20

U 9 are ivon key w .-
' for 150' f : i u", the Italian id et

so. :o ri. . . f r loOO s .

'. it bhis h .bo-;' ._ 11 6 boats
M ij ; rdere '.

; : sibi ns for fl nk sec ri - .. vac .
-

bion convoys.

uay hir xtivity :

•era] i.r :!< b low love] '.'1
. t "huh boribs 3- un-

n ;rol lines .. n north cc \st, 1 1 >ssos ?r s

id,

1 nan v: s kill: ] in an air vttack n bhe p rol lino i itr ce
br cli >tr It,

0130 air attack on Tonic!" .sic with iv -. dlit ry
1130 to 1200 and t 1/+15 air ^ . .ck \iiti '.It jtheF*

18 pi nes .

' ox\ \ c invoy .".
. una - - st 1

C Sarbch. r. bhan 140 . icd 3r. :'.

r fr n .ma es. 1 eneiiy plane was si wn.

3 '.ssian 1" u were sail : re ire 3 - 11 nines soi

of
''

•

n bhe " urse of c >r_v ys, 0. > nation.

.1 air \tt c :: ' h - r n ; 1 ces f 3Dbarkabi n ,n

nd.

'._.;'_
.

.by;

" s 10I vri th U iUCCOSS.

' r, rts, B] -.ci: :>ea, r / orbs. : a float a-/.

3 lasted ne r
;

inb Gr en 12 (south .f , ,n lia)

-3C-
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8 October 1943

Che barra ss K 13 K 14 in bhe Kerch 5trait were laid otic ".cc.rdvn'

bo plans during the ni b.t f 7/3 October.

Suonly traffic:

a) Routine crossing traffic in the Kerch 3trr.it,

Performed en 7 October:

1.) By navy and pioneers:

580 tons war material
10,453 soldiers and voluntary ?.Soistonts

145 wounded : ion

62 civilians

043 motorized vch: cles

809 ani" \al-drawn vol icles

90 guns
9' bonks
2,102 horses

34 -'
\ sf cactle

2, ) By navy al >ne:

444 tons war tiateria}-,

b) ?. -:.t ; imea c nvcys and c nvoys in the western 1 ck ).

CT
_ ..

,

-39-
~- iiiiTi
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9 October 1943

_
ation :

•"
i ht z±r roo ss-/nccj Aoserv

.

r '. \uc?.sus c nst 3^ nil^s soubhsoutheast i jhelenjik 3 nav .1

1 "..' ': \ s, course west, vt 05.

2ne Lppi rt: .'vase: 1 destroyer, 3 notor r..- _rs,

5 .
-'. .3, 19 nav.I ] .ts, 7c..' nd 24 boats.

Lk: 25 '-"
' 1 1 -ts, 7 uotor minesweepers, 6 LAA.B.s,

2 c >isb~l vessels .nd A- bs.

west rn " r.rt ." 2 .. s
-

oc:

3 3 wore st ted t

II Ln "v 1 /F b bion r p rt did r east

c st c .st
f

At n n ho dc3br^- r
;r vr.s ir the

"r.- w st of jochi.

bs of srj.?.ll vessels c - irr.bly locre-vso - •,] m
3tern c st.

2 3 were iterco; bed in bh 'thwost ;rn lack 3 iid in
3 n -.re ., 2 bhors in the s< uthwostun -

~
., 1 in A.

s rn Black >u ., wl 1 in mien w . jsition,

Own Situ i r\:

1 :>f "A g last br from th : 'land

:.

:

"

." 1 vacuat: rid A\ead hi n finish-
.

0'400.

!
.'. rt c nc ".rt jf bht. v racua-

i n / an brj l whic It A
b!v a 3'- rt ru; rt w 3 su! itt - Coed nd, vy, wal
ff, 1 -3 )ivisi i . In it was s cAi " th t : 3k f

y con . - 1 A :ho extensive - . arial ( • :

-

>u ly, c ss ry is :tc.) At Airs - ihc roat-
ost i. r ice was ?;bbac bho reli^A of i~nd tr ns; Drts fr i

rink ::' ic) - 3 close t. A. fr nb. ?ho

transports by naval Ferry b i ,.3 v r su so x in
-

.
:

^ - 3 at cks by superior -
." 1 forces, su i es

r A res. i'raiis fr a An" .nc
1

. A_: riuk were c : A.

carrf ut until ^ c .. I v. r inst nee 8,533 b ns f

' r ;

. ] werv. tr ns rt I in 124 pass". ,s .:_ naval t rry 1 i 3S

at rch.

i it br~.it -
.

- ] rry bar >s,
i-iiters jspucia]

'

?or the spori rial,
avy r ' : c 'A. Inn : svac io;

n 7 ct?ber:

1 b .ns vr.r atorial,
12',A37 w un

'

sn,

6,329 -3,

,3.95 .,

2,265
riz • c] js,

777 anir.ial-drawn . >s,

uns

.

- 0-
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9 Oct ' ..r 1943

The most importart t sk of the Kavy beside the carry ng out of.

transportations was to secure these transports and the north and

south entrance t Kerch Strait towards the Sea and to prevent enemy
landir . s in the rear of our own front. This t -sk was completely
solved by patrol linos near the Taman north ;.nd south coasts, cl so
to the north and 3outh entr .nee to Kerch Strait and in bhe inner
?aman Bay be naval ferry barg s nd naval landing cr .ft (guns).
Enemy - naval forces .:id landing boats, attempting bo approach the
coast, were repeatedly repulsed by patrol forces.

Naval coastal artillery repeatedly forced enemy Ves ;els when approach*
int to turn off. iSvory day up to t'O nav^.l ferry bar ,es and naval
landin craft ( ;uns) wore c >mmissic nod in natrol lines for coast de-
fonse. Since 7 October the 1st S^Boat Flotilla was 16 times in
patrol lines on enemy appr ach rutes, the 11th &-Boat Flotilla 7

times.

Our patrol forces and E-bcats had 12 fi hts with ennay surface forces
during th*- ti-ne :f ev .cuatioli. On bh..s^. ocasi ns and in 7 odforisvvo

cperati ns -.f tho 12-bcats a a inst enemy bringing up jf material t

the front 1 ,un' at and 5 supply Vessels with altogether 2,100 tons
were sunk,

uran the evacuation _f ..he Kuban brid ohead the ^oo:ay ittoi-ptod,

-.specially be onga;in nn-nr us air planes t ham or the transports
by attacks n the conv ys, n embarkati n '.nd disembarkation places
and on our >atrol forces, Altogether 420 p". mos carried out 35 air

attacks n transports and patrol f - re s. 12 planes Were shot down by
shipb ard ''efonsc.

Continuous and partly heavy air attacks took place _n the places .. f

embarkation and disl a 'on:, es '_ci\li" Toman. Ssonnaya. Kerch ~rnr\

Thecd sia. In the curs.. ..f those attacks we totally lost: 1

haval ferr" bar ;.,, 1 motor :ojnesw.„o"er, 4 harbor defense b .bs, 1
tug, 5. lighters n

-n- 1 motor fishing cutter. Heavily damaged wore:
2 motor minesweepers, 2 ro.v 1 f~rry bar ys, 3 tugs, and 2 li.htors.
Nuraor us vessels suffered damages from fragmentatii ns. Naval per-
sonnel of bho i'aval Port Commander incisively participated in the

defonse-when Novoressisk was attack .d. I'aval artillery sank 2

n..°.B.s, 1 jsc.-.rt vessel, 7 landin b ats and 2 pneumatic boats of
the enemy landing vessels.

Durin
,

the evacuation in 30th Iletor Minesweeper Flotilla was in
continuous activity for road checking and for cleari g the route
of the Anapa Convoys. Cn this occasion 15 mines were cleared on
the .jaapa supply route.

2 naval ferry barges were 1 st by mine hits in the atrol line near
bho raraan south coast and I naval ferry bar ;e in -he patr 1 line
in the inner Taman Bay.

..s to ns, f the Kerch Strait against penetrati n f enemy forces
f rmor barrages in die south and n rth entrance to Kerch Strait
were completed since 7 Oct bor :ni 722 mc red • in^s and 184 n n-
contact mines were 3 aid :ut, Che hard rs f ' v r;.ssisk, .inapa and
eioriuk were fc iled with non-contact mines .nd bho m- les and harbor

installat j ns were th rouvhly iestrc red by oxpl sions previ us to
the evacuation.

x. ? ': Tidk -41-
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9 October 1943

Naval Shore Commander Ukraine received an :>rder from bhe Field Con-'

mandant Nikolaiev on 9 October vhich had -eon transmitted by An
ha v~. \ that he had bo remove t ie naval units from Kikolaiev until
1700. ..s reason was iven bhat the bra sfer of units could only be
carried out with the percussion -f Aia authorized Army Commander.
'he Nova], 5hore Commander had moved into the buildi 3 which had
been requisitioned by the Navy and had rted .hem as occupied
by bhe Navy 4 days befcire -he law declaring he closed irea cane
into force.

By inter r. r,i;n with Army Jn up A the any 3-roup immediately can-
celed bhis Drder en ?. most ;enerous scale in form as well as in
material.

I explicitly note that a li i su r i ~te army officer (in

this special case a cor s commandant] encroach upon .he ri jits f the
Navy in spite f screes c ncorninj bhe i wy's .u.thcrities in

..rts as bhoyhave been stipulated with Arm~d Trees hi ,h Ccnmand
1760/43 Scdos, Operations Staff, F -n-.--.rd Echelon .1 30 July 1943
and Fi-h C iand, Navy, Or ?.nizati n and Iiobilization branch, 3&l/
42 Skdos.

5 3-bcats put rmt fr m Ivan Bab at 1630 for flank security . .f theu
convoys.

ival landing craft ( uns) '.'^. 10, naval ferry barges F 493 and 577,
02 and 03 put :ut fr snichesk at 1630 for the patrol line

- .rab at ska headlan .

4 RK-boats put :ut hr.- 1 Nerch at 1710 for the patrol line between
P?.vlovski channel \nd K Ink"..

n - re lining >art f bhe :onvoy consistin' f 4 naval f&rry barges,
the tuft -- BEL with iowod naval 1 ndi: craft ( uns) No, 4 and 6

combined _r hi ns boats -»ut fr m Xerch b .'. si- at 1 00.

Simferopol .t 1345s leather forecast:

?r .shoniv winds in the tfternoon, force 4 ti. 5.

E-boat 3 51 attacked an eneqy submar :ne 5 --lil&s s uth . f C ,pe ae^anon
at 2051. D ubla Bb t nd aft rwards iepth charges in bhe livin
spot. I:< result bserved,

U-Boat Situation ;

U-boats U 24, U 9 ~nd U 20 proceed!) ; be ':.hc positi ns in bhe Patrol
lin 3. U 24 reported in rid square f the . ir F rce 656C at 1120
1 enemy . -,B., course east, hi h 3peed, in additi n : that nachino-
;;unnin ; from fiahtor planes, Apparently n.. iama e.

- It lion lid it
"-: -as 31 3, 4 and 6 put ait fr It- for

t- sir is 3 Flank security.

All boats were c usly inf r a ' f tlR bserv tion and be?j>-

i :s f ene; rines in bhe operational area.

o__ -43-
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10 October 1943

Sl.'for:p~l Eneny Situvbi. n :

The ni~;ht air reconnaissance plane l.c .tod 3 snail vessels about 10

miles southeast of Ghelenjik in the night ef 9/10 October, 1 coastal
vessel near Anapa at 2355 "nd 2 M.T. .s 10 miles southe st < f Ghelen-
jik.

Durin : the day no m veraents -f enemy vessels were seated neither
near the C^uscasus coast nor in the 3ea f ..zov.

1 submarine was attacked with bombs 20 miles seuth ef Judak it 1225.
l
T
c success. Another submarine w.s si hted 5 miles east of Alushta

at 1400.

Main Haval 9/F Station Sudatoria intercepted in bhe evening .nd in
the late afternoon h.urs 1 destroyer in the area f luapse in radiv
traffic. For the r^st n derate m vements f small vessels in both
directions near bhe Caucasus ceast,

4 submarines were intercepted in the area between bhe northwestern
Black 3ea and the south bo southwestern Crimean coast.

raval Port Commander !erch reported bhat enemy vessels had b^en ob—
served g : ile n rth f Kessa luzla an' bhat several enemy vessels
surrounded ':'. .ssa Tuzla with a aevieke screen at 1550.

Own Situation ;

Constantza at 0001: j .le warnin i

Area C nstantza - Odessa: IJini n rth, f rce 7 to 3, squally.

. C nvo3^s are t be kept back "n account f bhe weather.

"' thing t rep rt from the ni ht f 9/10 Oct ber.

The remainder cenvoy fr:ra Kerch consisting f 4 naval ferry barges,
the tv.-! ..-311, with naval landing craft ( uns) IJo, k, 1 assault craft
pjnd c mbined operations boats put in to fheodosia at 0400.

4 harbor defense boats fr m bhe patrol line in bhe bay f Kerch put
in fc (erch at 0430. Nothing tc report.

RM 02 and 03 from oho patrol -line between Cstr v - Birjuchi and
bhe irabatska headland put in t Genichesk at 0515. ilav?.l landing
craft ( -uns) IT , 1C -.n:l navil ferry barges F 493 and 577 returned
at 0715. Mr-thin .: tc report.

i-Taval landing cr^.ft ( ;uns) Kos, 1 and 11 co"ing from Kerch put in tc

Genichesk at 0530..

Anti—submarine chasers 2; -302, 2303 '-nd ship 19 c ran from sub-
marine chase Xr. bhe area Taronankut - fiupateria put in b\ Sevastopol
at 0915. - sviccess.

3i: For'. pel at 0' • e ther f recast:

Eupat ria: Wind n rth, f rce 5 to 6, mostly clouded, visibility 6

t- 10 ailos.

>y. r •: js ti:.l -45-
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10 October 1953

Especially the 3rd c nv y was repeatedly ?.ttacked '7 enemy h mbers
and fiditer planes in the c v.rse f the day. In m st coses, h wever,

the close security \n& the fi hter protection f the c nvoy succeed-
ed in pushing .side bhe anemy planes so that nl* r small c!tr. was
b;ne. In ".n air attack of 40 enemy planes at 0300 k planes were shot

wn by Rumanian fi hters \nd 1 by lerman fighters.

Naval ferry barge ? Ulk f bhe 3rd large-scale convoy was hit by a

torpedo (submarine attack) 2.5 miles south of Kikeneiz at 1325.
The boat sank, i' st :f bhe crew was rescued.

' 1th bhe safe transfer f tbese cenv ^s to Sevastopol die navy fin-
ally solve' its bask concerning the evacuation : f :die Kuban bridge-
head. Further basks of the navy must be considered now.

The lussians .re no longer in bhe lecossity .1 supplyin; babble
fr^nt north f th Caucas s. Thus their sua braffiq in this area
will considerably decrease, After bhe loss f 3 iesbroyors near
bhe Crimean coast oho Russian will probably keep bis surface f rces
more in rescr re. 3ut obese will always be n threatening cf our own

convoy traffic. The enemy air force and the enemy submarines ore

another treatenin* b ur wn convoy traffic, *ho possibility of a

landin n bhe Crimea fr m bho Slack 3ea \s well as fr m the 3ea ;f

Azov is n o only still exisbin but even ancre 3„s with the incre .s-

in length -f nihts, ?he navy in the Black Sea will therefore have
also hi the future bhe f 11 w iv; tasks:

1.) Offensive peratiens a ainst 3nemy surface forces whenever the

opportunity presents itself,

2.) Attacks n ob; enemy esc rt traffic as far as it will bo carried
on, first of -11 probably in the southeastern black jo..

3.) Assistance f ihe perations re 1.) \nd 2.) by offensive mine
o\>erati .ns

.

be 1.) be 3.) '• Execution by E-b ats and J-b ats,

k.) Protection f our wn convey traffic in bhe western Black 3ea

and along bhe Urimean c ast ^.s before, It must be reckoned with
increased air attacks,

5.) Intensive combatting f enemy submar os on bhe wesbern Block
3oa and al n bhe Crimean coast by as many boats \s possible f the
anti-submarine flotillas in construction (war transports uid armed
fishing voss^ls).

6.) Protection • f the Crimean c. ast from enemy landings 1 rm the

block Sea and the ?ea f _.z v (patrol veil at sea of ;he Wv vtber is

suitable; :n land naval and array ccastal artillery)

.

7.) Offensive c oVttin . f li bt enemy f.rc^s which say appear in
the Sea f .2 v with the still available naval Ian don craft (juns)
and naval ferry barges, assistance f ur am right army flank by
bombarding the a ast.

8.) Getting influence n the Ruoianian coastal defense in Transnostria
and Rumania.

CO" FI bd ;i.d, -A7-
S3CURITY INFORIiATEON
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10 Get ber 1943

a) The Italian mi': at submarines aru iblo w U :• s^ . at best
60 h urs, bhat is at a s eod f ?.dv i c^ of 4.5 to 5 miles ^r

•hour and a minimum sou urn f 36 h.urs in an sperati nal area
in nc more than 60 bo 70 dies list -.nee from bhe base.

b) The distance ihu dosia - Iuap3e, however, is 160 milos. Even
bhe operational areas in fr.nt f the C uscasus harbors are mt-
side bhe cperati nal radius (The.dosia - Anapa 85 miles, Theed-
osi n

. - "" vorossisk 105 miles),

c) The sbr n;; fragility :f machinery due be old aoe which had
been observed in former peratiens sh rtens bhe , or :i nal
radius still more.

^ii-ia'/- dr
m
.ctivity :

Attack with 8 air pianos n 1' ltn harb r v
o 1435. 50 bombs n bhe

le, •Phe mrle head was hit, Naval ferry bar o F 472 spran
; aleak,

1 combinec1 perabi ns ferry at first ablaze, also aleak, in the
course f bhe aftern >n beached outside bhe harbor, Phe BAII 1> was
hit a~ain and lai i ;d. Several wounded men.

j dneswvj -jdr ;
'/> jaVd. ;~is :

Danube.: Several checks with man sw oping planes n ;he iiacin Arm
with ut success. The Iiacin ^rra was ; enod a ;ain from d. 74.

Supnly Traffic

:

Convoys in the western Black 3oa were postp.<nod n account :f the
weather.

X ::: . wi .
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11 Oct ber I9t3

i:ilr :i lr. ^:~- 11: v." 1 r.j_

air r~c nnoissonce stated n. in traffic in

n -.-. _: cl - Lurin ht n f 13/11 October.

-11 ht c -s n' 5.- reconnaissance was rendered fficult
"

. r. . rep rts c ncernii ss veuents.

• 1 i n u \t.ri- intercepted 1 Lestroyor in ;h* *

.
;;-• . . In the sarae ar Ler te ixv s in .

lirecti ns :f s.ali vessels.

_ iercjpted in ^rea f the n^r* \ ck

area s .::' : s uthwest f ri .

C".-.r. 3i;---^i r. :

Sothin t r rt frua the ni ht f 1C/11 Oct ber.
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3 nr -'.
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~ rt.
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r ft " ins r nav 1 furry -r .s.

2.) If n f "ir reconnaissance, a .arts r. rts r prisoner
r ;ck n with ' rcl

j8 re 1,) or t jc rith ".11 il - 1 "

iraft • b ..
'

- y 1 ferry r s hich r re r f.r action.

r fens : tilla tht c~i

r : t j as efonse as
r decile.

- -



-1358-

;e: FiPEdTLVL
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Motor minesweeper R 166 in Salaklava is ordered on account of the
weather not to put out to Sevastopol together with the combine 1

oper ations assault croft.

Naval ferry barge ? 583 3-n Jfolta is ordered that the 6th naval ferry
barges operational jroup with combined operations ferries and craft
will not out out to Sevastopol until the weather will improve.

Commander, Convoys and Escorts, Block Sea and the 5th Landing Flotil-
la are informed that die naval ferry barges (nines) 413, 467 and
448 in Sevastopol are at the disposal of ;:he Commander for mine
tasks, The naval forrj^ barges are to be employed in the transfer
to Constantza for the security of the combined operations boats on
their passage to Sevastopol - Nikolaiev,

Naval Shore Commander Ukraine is informed that it is planned bo re-
peat -ho bombardment of the enemy front and the disposition :f troops
near ICirilovka and Stepanovka (considerations referring to future
tasks in ye3ter'lo; r, s liar Diary)* Naval Shore Commander Ukraine is

ordered to inform the army leader in authority and to report the

desires ?f hie army concerning the objects which ore to be bombard-
ed or possibly joined operations.

Naval Shore Commander Ukraine report .d from Genichesk at 1945 that
the patrol lines could not be occupied on account c£ bad weather and
that the naval landing craft ( uns) had entered harbor because they
had n b been able to "je-i in the roads.

Naval Port Comm nder tverch re' orted at 20CC that the oatrol line in
Kerch Strait could not be occupied on account of bad weather.

U-do -t Situation

:

The Italian mid -;et U-boats J3 3, 4 n-nd 6 ut in to Sevastopol at

1500. No enemy was si ;htod«

Enemy '.ir debdvity:

J aval Shore Commander Ukraine reported chat bomb attacks on the
town area of Gonichosk took place from 193C to 2025 of 10 October.
Jo ut 10 bombs, naval damage.

J. in^-swjo; i.n ., .ctivlty

:

Nothing tc rep rt. iiinesweeping planes and minesweepers were not
able to start n ace unt f the weather.

Supply Traffic :

Cn account of oho weather no convoys.

CCTFIDENTIdL -51-
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12 October 1943

Naval Port Coramandur Kerch reported that j.'in
,

b • the bad weather
the f ll'.vwin vessels* and sunk in ihe harbor r dama ed: Harbor le-

fonsQ boats HK 13, 16, 21, 24, 26, RT 1, 2 nl 3.

burin- the continuous northeast ;&le the inner net—barragu in the
harbor of TheccV sir. broke adrift and was heavily- damaged, In add-
ition to that tu'r 4108, lighter 3221 :.nd 3 fishing cutters have sunk.

In the Kerch Strait several floating in^s, some of -hen drifted
ashore,

South f Pavlovski channel a, drifting small boat was sunk by 2 cm.

fire about 2000,

The gap caused by explosion in bhe molu in Yalta which had been
closed in May 1943 was opened again by the pressure .f the swell
about 2230, On bhis occasion 1 harbor defense 1: at -nd 1 fishing
cutter were drifted ash re and damaged.

Sine.. 11 October battery Cape Hi (south of Theodosia) is ready for
action with 4 uns 12,7 cm.

U~?3eat Situation :

U 2C put 'in t. Const ntza from her 3rd opera JL n at 1610.

ninesweerin : Activity:

Naval Pert Commander Ochakov reported that the .vuumani<an observation
post n Pcrvomaisk Island bservod a suspicious air plane coming
fr m IJikclaiev at 1050j impacts were observed in ;he direction of
Xut orra

,

TT
ith regard t: bhe possibility that minus had been dropped the ship-

ping traffic fr n Odessr t Ochakov has been closed for bhe tine
being. L'iineswoopin.g tasks could not be carried out on account of
the we vther.

">-V'"l7 Traffic:

The planned convoys could n b be carried .ut.

CCi ?::t; •::.;;, -53_
SjiC '.-1Tb II F( I iii'xION
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13 Oct bcr 1943

. ''.noswoopin ;: Activity

:

)anube: 2 nineswe e; in ~ planus checked the A-.cin Arm fr m kn, 74 to

9S Y/ith:ut success.

Other n&nesweeping tasks wore not perfs raed on ?.ccount f bho wea-
ther.

3u^">ly ir^.ffic;

Conveys were net yet c ntinuecL on account jf cha weather.

COirFIDLJTTIAL -55-
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cr ;ptxa ci.j.

14 October 1943

Before entering Xalta bhe area from the harbor approach as far as

1000 m outside the net barra •> is b: be checked in a width f 600 m
with srepesa gear. (During the night f 13/14 October 2 nines ex-
ploded near Yalta and it can be expected bhat still other mines will
be drifted off by the stern.) .The RA proup will proceed from Yalta
tc Theodosia at nightfall. After arrival in Theodosia the nine
task has to be carried out according to orders mentioned ab ve.

The 1st E-Boat Flotilla is informed that bhe area between 42° 12.4'
north and 42° 13,51 north, oast of 41° 36. 1« east is closed on ac-
count c f mine dan- or.

Naval landing craft (uns) No, 11 which had run aground in Genichesk
has refloated yesterday,

U-boat Situati :nj_

Extract from the brief report .f submarine U 20 which entered Con-
st antza on 12 October returning from her 3rd operation:

Put out tc sea on 16 September, P'othiiv; to report on approach via

south route. 1 destroyer and 1 large patrol vessel »bservod south
. f P ti during bhe niht of 19/20 September. Durin; bhat day 5

steamers observed n southerly courses* The .rbrb. nine bask

carried out. Afterwards pr cceded to Sevastopol in order tc re-
plenish st..-ck of torpedoes. Loft Sevastopol .n 24 September for
the operational area "Tapir", On 28 September undor-water attack
n the stranded steamer in grid square of the Air Force 9412.

Grroundrunner, Only small \ >ats si htod along bhe c ast. Cn 29

September reached new rperati nal area near Gape Utrich. Pear bhe

c ast nly traffic with snail motor boabs (possibly motor landing
boats). Tewed convoy si dated in ;rid square f bhe Air Force 7519
on 2 Ccb ber. Enemy was faster and got away. Attack .n towed con~
vcy in ri.

1 square f bhe Air F rco 7541 on 3 Ccb Per ; torpedc
missed. On 5 October attack n a a ored lighter in Anapa which
was Pis char in;. Unexplained miss. On 6 Ocb Per in ;

_ sition
aaainst '.estrcyers near the northern entrance b. Tuapse j ""rily M.T.B.a
observed. On 3 October in positi.n in patrol line for flank se-
curity f the lar~;e-scalo ^sc.rts Kerch-Sevastopol, I;.' thing to
report, On 10 Ocb ber return passa t,. Constantza coh-miencod.

Enemy Air '.ctivitv:

At 0535 7 ;r und attack air craft over Ak Purnu fortress, machine—
Turuii' :; no damages wore reported.

About 0530 during an air attack n Ivan Baba bhe base of the 1st :-

P at Fl:tilla was attacked by 3 Russian airplanes .f by-e IL 2 with
a' :-ut 10 b nbs 010 rachino-gmining, 6 hits, tedium A\majo in ' uild-
in sj 1 Sneny plane was sh b d wn by anti-craft artillery.

i LUioswoopin .'jiCtivity:

riinosweopi: in Borezan-Charuiol-OchakeV with uineswowping planes, 9
checks with ut result.

Otherwise n nineswoopi ; activity n ace .unt f the weather,

Pu ly Traffic

:

Tfith re ;ard t the weather it was n t yet p ssible tc re . in the
c nvoys,

cc: ftp;; ti p -57-
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15 Oct : or 1943

B^ r r^quost f
T

'i h C r.r.i ni, ,vy, I" v 1 Stiff, ;uarte Tiastcr Div-
ision, Fleet Branch c ncornin ' 1 ases f nC kxperionGe8 with :. t r

fern/-'' "r-;us and 3iebol ferries \n'. als - naval landing craft ( una)
we re- rt aa f Howa;

"10 c mbined :perati ns ferries (Siebol forriea) wore 1st in the
Black Sea near bhe west c aat etwo«-n 'arna and ".jur .. .s :n account
i bad weather in the ; or: ; I fr July t Oct ' _r. It h .s pr vo~

that 3io; el ferrioa cann.i bo employed in :,-perati ns it bhe Dpen
sea ".n

' bhat is the reason why bhoy wore no Liver us^;', L sses

occurred ecauao the b abs Were swamped r ran a round, (? .rtly

losses "'-re c ;:.s>.
' by unreliable machinery) . ha al ferry Lar ~s

have n been 1 si '" bad we .thehi They are much better fit f r

brans:;) rbati n ver so", than Siebol for i^s, !. scauao the litter
c n ril" 1- bake amall quantititea f car.. . n account f bhoir s; all

free a„rd lost even ' y a little swell bhe deck is everfl ;ded in-.
1

the car e-s . ubh ar , while in the naval ferry '

~.r ..s bhe car
is Secured in a cl sed h 11. Settin asid- their min.-r seaw rth-
in^ss who naval landin craft ( una) have turned ut well as fi ht-
in» vessels. First f ••2.1 bhe littl sea-^w rthinosa is :ue t bhe

t .. weak connecti n between the individual pontoona by which leaks
are cauaed. It ...usb be p aniblo t c rroct'thia failure by a chan ;-

o I constructi-_n,

" experiences are available c ncernin;; the Siebol ferries as fi ht-
• Vess n s. ' aval landin

;
craft ( una) were n t employed for the

tranap rtaticn f 1 a Is but were successfully ompl •-...". in several
cases as nine carriers f r LiiB • dnoa in ffv,nsive :ine - e ations
in the 3ea f dzcv. On ace unt f bhe amall hei-ht f the mines
he 8,8 cr.. -una could be operated iri.thv.ut tr u'.lo b-ut the ,.r :.i./.

f bhe una was partly hampered when bhe naval 3 ndin craft ( ;uns)

were .1. ed aa frei ht carriers.

Naval "".r r Mast r Khers n ia inf rmei f the blasting f bhe c f-
fer-'dara in ">"/ r shje ind is instructed t take neasur^s preventing

;3 r 1 ss^s f vessels when die fl 1 current will arrive.

Mot'.fp manosWeo -r R 166 with 15 c ' ined peratiens assault boats
• ut out from Balaklava at 12.50 an.', put in t- 3evastopol at 1425.

j.7t mirioaweepera FR 2,4,7 an 1

8 ut /ut from iulina at 1415 ".nd

pr ceeded Danube upatreaiii, ..cc r. / t rdera thoy separate fr
bhe c ...and f the ..diniral Slack j-a.

Ship 19 'no 3 b ats f :he 23rd' S-j} rvarino Chaser Fl tills, are c m-
;dssi n^ ' f r su mari e chase in ou at ria B y n.'. ut ut fr m
Sevastopol at 1530.

:he patrol line ' etweon Ostr v-Birjuchi -n". dsrabatska headland (as

far as Ch krak) v.dll be ecu ied with 3 nr.val land n craft ( una)
and 2 naval ferry '. ar . s durin

.
bhe ni ht f 15/16 Oct '.or. che-

ats ut cut fr u Genichesk f r the air 1 line at 1630.

d lar e-scalo c av y c nsistin -

; 1 48 vesaela v.t ut fr m 3«vaat -

pel t; Jc dochet at l600 in rrler t 1 .son up SeVaat -p.d.

;
.Tr;:: ?: i -59-
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CG FIDS ''I.Z.

liral Slack Sea Appendix t 7ar i3iary .'idmjral Clack Sea
E.kT. Geh. 26640 frn 1 to 15 Oct bcr 1943 ( n 10 Get.)

.Special r :er f the day j

Ken f oho I'Tavy in bho Black 3ea I

The evacuation of the Ku1

\n ::ri ' ahead has toon finished successfully.
The actions :f bhe vmy durin , its occu at: on and evacuati n have been
hi~hly appreciated in bhe army communiques and in the ".ecroes of bhe

commanders-in-chiefs of the arny -;r.iv- md bhe :.my and alsc y ur per-
formances, bhe performances f bhe navy, hav^ L -en Monti nod with honor

•

This evening the numerous c.nbin. ". o; erati.ns b ats under bhe- protection
on naval f rc^s safely entered a port in bhe rear. Thus bhis task of

the navy has f 'und its end. In this moment I foel it ray s ^cial duty tc

remember "11 th.se who with indefatigable activity participated in .ho

jcuti n . f all these c nib-it nissi ns.VJ^H.

First f all 1 express zny fullest ackn wledgmonts t ihe roup eomrvuidors,

commanders md the crows f the naval ferry bar ;os f bhe 1st, 3rd \nd

5th Landing Craft Flotilla fr their indefatigable, valiant md aggross-
ivo attitude in trans" rt, 03c rt and ; abr.l service. In s;ibe f re-
peated enemy attacks fr-ia bhe air ind by naval f reus bhe enemy did n.t

succeed in disturbing the
; orf rmance i bransp rt tion which was asked

fr m y u. Burner us enemy ; lanes which 7 u sh t '. wn speak of bhe accura-
cy f fire jf y: ur woa" .ns.

The spirit f 3- ur ndeav.ur can serve as a m del.

In brave md tight ;rlp the 30th . . t r ' lines: .o^or Flotilla br ke through
the enemy barra os and cleared bhe 'inos bhus opening up -.he way for the
fcllewiiTT f-.rn.ati ns.

Always naval landing craft (*uns) were n the outposts in the m st dan-
gerous points, the S-boats rushed fcrward f.r security far .ut it sea in
order t attack bhe enemy supply by the roots. Vfe .we bhem that the
enemy but rarely appr ached our coasts,

B ats f the 3rd ILt r Lanesweeper ?1 tilla and the hart r iefense flo-
tillas successfully assisted many times Aifferent f mations in their
tasks. Gratefully I mention the brue companionshi; in arms with bhe ,.ir

Force, an ind spensible c nditi.n in modern naval warfare.

To all .1 you thanks and acknowl<sd rient,

M reover I wo ratijude anl acknowledgment tc bhe broops and offices
on land .f bhe i -^r r :s f r ~.s bh«y Were able t p.. in-- ur efforts, bhat

is'tho I.'aval Port C :;:'nLors \hd Maval Harbor liaster, the nava. c astal
".rtil^rT-, bhe naval conmunicabi ns service, biie naval fittin -out depots,
especially Kerch, bhe sea transport offices, bho weapon commands, bhe

offices ire nstruction, rdnance ?.nd weather ro ^rb, die naval hospi-
tals, bho rcinf reed fr nbier uard ccntr 1 service (c ast), to all -f

them and first .f all in the har' rs f ft-crch, »*napa and I* vorossisk,
-.t last I express : y ratituie t bho Naval Sh.re J mmander Caucasus,
Captain Sratteaauer, is the responsible leader.

Your perf rmances ive mo bho certainty that y~u will master •.very bask
which bhe M ~- wi] 1 hav t carry ut in Jie Black 3e . in bhe future
with persovera.-Ce, hravory and recklessness.
H^aiquarbers, 10 Cct ter 1943*

3i ;ned: Kiseritzky
7ico-.i Imiral

Corxi'.nding kdnira] black iea

cc 'Bid di.,1 >:
;;. \

;
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pendix to 'far Jiary idmiral Black Sea
of 14 October 1943.

Admiral "lock Sea
Book To. Chefsache 248 -J. . 14 October 1943.

To
Commander 3Oth Motor Minesweeper Flotilla
with copy to ilaval Shore Comm mder Theodosia

to iCayal Group South, Sofia

Situation ;

According to agents reports and by reason of the geographical cha-
racter we have tc reckon with e::er.i.y landings first f all on the
bottle nock of the Kerch peninsula. On account of its steep coast
the eastern half of.. the bay of Theodosia is not suited for l&ndin ;s

with heavy material, rhe western part is a sandy flat shore where
landings, even with heavy material, are possible.

For the protection of the harbor of rheodosia and the, bay ?f Theo-
dosia from jnenx- landings the followin orders are issued:

1.) The following barra ;es are. t: ! <j laid:

a) barr— e "3 71"

Position: from 45° 01.2' north, 35° 27, 7 east
to 45° 02,7' north, 35° 29.01 east.

Leu th of the barrage: 3360 meters,
b ne material: 113 nines of type FliC,

95 explosive floats.
Shape of the barra e: xb .C—:• -jLr.es in double' rows and in front
of them bo the east one row of explosive floats,
FlbCrrliine distance in bhe row 60 meters,
Avera ~e mine distance 30 o.eters,

Distance of explosive floats about 36 meters,
Distance between r ws 100 meters,

." th-settin : bbC minus 1 meter,
explosive floats minus 4 meters.

b) Barr- e " 3 72"

Position: from 45° 03.4' north, 35° 28,6' east
to 45° 04.6' north, 35° 30.5' east,

Len- th of the barra e: 3360 -leters,

ne material: 90 raines of type F, .C,

23 mines if ty;e UMB,

94 explosive floats.
Shape of the barra e: o C- lines in louble rows and in
front cf them to the east one row of explosive floats,
ine distance in the row 60 meters,

.iVcra : ine distance 30 rioters,

Distance :f explosive mines about 36 rioters,

Distance between rows 100 rioters,

pth-sottir-;: .' [C~UMB :iinus 1 meter,
explosive floats .inus 4 meters.

2.) -
r ".i]n le for inefield task:

a) as .on. carriers: Kaval ferry barjos F 419, 445, 447
for the :

.

; in it., ic sia),

' F3 .C TI.M _-,

! ,: .171 I FOIfrATION
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h) For c bhe layiiig curse anJ. -.— r ach, f.r s.unair.

and v. yin-; the laying curso f r (acaljsivo fl. i:,s the
- at r up f the 30th i-Ltor i in^sweeper Flotilla (pro-

coodin; t T o d sia ace rdin :: ...'jaira] -1 .ci' 3c?. Qkdoa
66o r

; -I f 14 October 1943).

3.) Kir
L

. rial will "
- roa'.y in ihe . .-,ia • n 17 0i£ [nr in the

r; '.

4.) Mines arc t t: j laid with navi .ti nal accar-.cy.

5.) ' tchir 's aru t be \r ujit rlown '-3 firu, auxiliary '. u - /s

are t '. bak .n u; .

6.) Cora ~n '.or f bhe 30th ..t.r iiineswee- .r Flotilla is char
with bht laying 1 bho minefield, lie composes and sul its ^ho

layin or trs.

7.) '-fter havin carried ,.ut !?., mine task rainolayii r :-rt

ace rdin .A, II., nun1 or ) fi ..II.).

J L ":n I : ;ies. eritzky

':
' . -2-



CCFFIDlv TI X undic t. '.'.r Di-jy .^diniral Slick 3ea
.f 3 Oct

. er 1943.

r \1 Black Sea
3ook K . Chefsache 241 -J. 3 Oct bar 1943.

a :

Naval lr< u- C mmand Z -uth

jiswer tc Op. 323/43 Chefsache:

Position Df Li:: barn es in Kerch "K 11", "K 15" Impendent on
available mine material. LM mines with special device for 3 m
water depth not T"et arrived. For this reason the planned f ul-

in;_; of the. southern pcint .f Chushka with ground mines not
oossible up to n w.

Si.^ned: Xieseritzky

CCIJFI )3'-TI:.L



cc: riAi „n \±x be r ':. \r .. '-\xv.l >l;>.ck Sep.

f 3 Oct 'or 1943.

1 ck Se.-.

2U2 ..I, 3 Cct \ or. 1943

1 Ir vr C nff "un ! South

Ans*r«r tc 0~>, 5786 Gkd s:

On iccouftt .f rem* v*\I &f troops ~r. cRteri^J. fr m the jumping
. ff ' 5, w~st f J-.e Achilleen bho b-\rrv;e "K 8" h\s bo^n
tr nsforr ' t ':ho n. rth until the 1 st i".y .f em.cu'vti'-n.

Pisiti n _r he b-.rr~ e:

fr r.i 45° 27.2' n.rth, 36° 40.7' e st

tc 45° 27.2' n.rth, 36° 45.5' ... .st.

3i jiw '.: Kieseritaky



crp?lU5 TIAL Appendix t - War Di ry Admiral Black 3ea
. f 3 October 1943

. Mfi 31 -.ck Sea
B k ;

T

c. Chefs ache 243/43 *:'J
f

ro:

Novol 3hore Commmder i -ucsus Kerch
17th .'.my C'.^rpp p/o I -"waL Liaison Officer
49th -rny Corps c/o K vol Li-is :n Officer
Amy Or up 4 c/p ITav I'Li^.is n Officer

•. Subject: Operation "Brunhild",

The 1 11. van; arr n ;enion1$ is ma .0 enc^rm;:; the cr ssin ;
traffic

of bhe jperati^n "Brunhild'! in the lost lays:

1.) In the course f the operation "Brunhild" it must be reck-
oned from 3 October "1: st exclusively with or op transports
in-'

1
, that in the n rthorn art f .he- Kerch 3tr.it. This cr. ss-

in is c nsidorod as crossin ; lor ;e river ncl carried ut by
the G mmon.lor Kerch Strait ( .r lor as per Couuandor Kerch Strait
la/Or ;. B.N-.-. 334/43 Gkdos).

, 2.) Lj the rr&newcrk'lf the operation "Brunhild" the N&vy will
have the' f 11 win: nav^l* tasks:

a) Security f bhe Kerch Strait in the n .'thern direction
to the 3ea :f , 4zcv as well \s in bhe scubhem lirection tc

the i-V ck 3e a and Is: bhe c ast of the foman Peninsula as

far as it is still occupied by Sermon or ops.

b) Preparation f sin ke-'layers according to request of the
49th Army C rps,

c) Bombardment f land tar its in understanding with bhe

49th Amy Corps,

d) If in addition tc bhat still available, preparation . f

frei ht capacity f r the Ccr.i-V.nler Kerch Strait for cr ss-
in ; br .ffic.

e) Return trans; .•rt'bi.n f bhe fr .i. ht capacity fr m the
Kerch ore a.

f) Preparation f bhu leaving f bhe last trans; _rt f rc^s
:f the navy as well as f bhv. army after the ; erati n
"Brunhild" vail havu been finshed, Naval 3h r. Commander
Caucasus vjill immediately submit bhe outlines f ". rlers in
c 'uperabion with c mnaiidor of c mbined .

. perati ns (verbal
pers nal instructi ns f the Ccmmandina: .xiirl Black Sea
are referred t. )

.

;) ^arra.'-e tasks (minefields) by the 30th Ji tor iiinesweep-
• er Flotilla ace rdin :

b special rlers _f .Aiairal 31-ck
3eo„ .s far as the best m r,ent will 1 ie endent n 'bhe

phases . f the crossin/: traffic ..'-.val 3hcre C mraander

Caucasus will ;ive executive rlers.

Si nod: K i e s j r i t z k y

C0:
TPIDSPTIAI
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C nmonts f - aval 3r up C .

; nc rnin: *fcx Jiary -f ..diniral Slack Sea
fr m 1 be 15 Ccc ber 1943.

. f rririT t -v; ;e 132? _f 4 Cc: ' gar 1st ;-n rrh:

r» -l r _In th~ ' e -inning it was nly a matte* -f the withdrawal f

f ret fr ntier aiar! control service (c: ast, fr m the l-.u an /uninsula
and the n rth^rn c ^.st f the 3ea*ef ..z v. C-ncerhins bhe plans t with-
draw the ivinf.rceJ fr nticr juar.'. c ntrol service (coast) from the Cri-
« it oust be stated:

reinforced fr ntier ;uard c atrol service (coast; is an ad iti_nal
tr p t the c astal c nir 1 which to a c nsiderable ^;ct„nt has specia-
lize a* in tasks in connecti n with ailitary c ".s„\l uard t. the seaward
beca.use -he Navy had n .r ;~rs.nn.-l at its .'.is

-

; sal. In the- c-urse
f bias, theref re, the rcinf reed fr ntier uard c nbrol service (c ast)

h-.s boc zne an essential ; .art f the c astal lefense s the .1 Slack
correctly states. It : us : be sai'., however, with regard t

critical bi r. r. the Crimea ;hat the uard control service is n t

an uts; k n fititin troop. Ph t is. Isc the reason why it c~n .nly
conditionally v

_ c:ris; in s^cti ns where it cuist be r.ck n^ '.

with c -" ~t ?.ctivity, lakin n account f sh rt ,i .. activity in r ler

t avert an acute Ian er there will be t~\sks f ur ,^nt nature f r

r\ c ntr 1 s^rvic^ for instance in ;he -driatic Sea where still zhv
ire c ast is "1" st in ccupied, and se basks will pay jtter jus-

e v li and readiness for Deration,

;•'._ 1343 -f 2 Oct-wer., fr m 163C hours t pa e 1345 and
:.;

.'- f 9 Octeber \nd foll^wi ; ages:

evacuation f the Kuban ' ri '. she .
-.5 -..-,11 as bhe successful remo-

val -f pic: bs re a n bew rt .7 performance f tho :.::issi n-
ed : rnati ns 1 bhe .'.'r 1 lack >ea. It merits hi -h acknowledgement
f r th i n-1 c r: *nd n r vniz ti n as well as tc its ex--cuti:n
by bhe fr ati ns vAich participated in it.

3i nvd: Prick
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16 October 1943

Simferopol Enemy Situation:

Towards 0715 mornin air reconnaissance sighted one submarine
5 miles south of, Cape Tark an and another 80 riles north of Sansun.
The Turkish passenger ship Ar'.KAR/i (4,765 tons) was si hoed off the
Turkish coast, course west.

Shipping in the ports in the Sea of Azov:

Frimorsko: 6 lar :e motor uribcats, 1 A.T.B., 2 small coastal
vessels and about 60 boats, some beached.

.

Yeisk: 1 small motor unboat, 15 naval landing boats and 45 small
boats.

Ilain ."aval D/F Station, Eupatcria reported alight activity of

small - vessels off the central to southern parts of the East
Coast, but increasing activity off the northern part of the East
Coast.

8 submarines were detected in radio traffic: 5 in the northwestern
"black 3ea and the area, south and southwest of the Crimea, 2 in the
southwestern black Sea and 1 in the eastern black Sea,

Own Situation:

frothing to report from
south of Genichesk off

he '•oats on patrol in the Kerch Strait and
the .^rab itskava headland on the night of

15/l6 October. The boats ut in to Aerch and Genichesk respective-
iy.

Simferopol at C900:

Weather forecast for Eupatoria to ITovorossisk and the Sea of Azov:

Wittd east to southeast, force 3, mainly overcast, visibility 6-10
riles, early haze.

T

best era Black Sea:

Ship 19 and 3 submarine chasers on anti-submarine patrol off Cape
Tarkan reported a depth charge attack at noon on a submarine which
was located 20 miles southwest of Tarkan. Oil, air bubbles and
pieces of wood appeared on the surface. Ship 19 considered that
the submarine was destroyed. The boats proceeded to Sevastopol to
take in more depth char ;es.

Commander, Convoys and Escorts,' Crimean Coast wis ordered to
despatch the first large convoy of combined operations boats,
comprising 3 formation, from Sevastopol to S ikolaiev on 16 October.

-he towed convoy of 39 vessels, which was proceeding from Sevasto-
pol to Odessa via Ak bechet, put in to Ak I-Iechet from 1100 to 1600.
The convoy continued passage but had to return to Ak i-iechet at 1300
on account of poor visibility.

cc: fi vb riAL -1-

llLrl ( -U. i . -
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16 October 194?

Some days =130 I hod already decided tc s ; -oll bhe enemy front of bhe

north coast of '-ho 3oa of ..zov, and in that connection Lad ordered
"aval Shore Commander, Ukraine to contact 44th Army Corps, How-
ever, it h?.8 so for Leon impossible to carry jat one operation as

bad weather has prevented bhe operation of the naval landing craft

( ;uns). ITavol Liaison Officer now reports bhat Army Group a

anticipates naval attacks also in conjunction with the expected
land offensive against lielitopol. For that reas.n operation of

naval forces would be welcome! The measures which' I had already
decreed to relieve the Army front. met this request,

Naval Liaison Officer to 4th Air Force was i '.f rraed that Cff .nsivo

operations of naval forces from Genichesk ainst jnemy positions,
teries, concentrations of shipping etc. between Kirilovka and

Berdyansk, could not be carried out without daily air rocoonaissar.ee

of the ports and coast in the northern Sea of /.zov. This also
applied to the occupation of bhe patrol lines oft Arabatskaya and
Biriuchi,

Another request was .ado for daily r^c nnaissance .f the -/ores of

Berdyansk, Mariupol and, if possible, also da ~anTcg, ..erial photo—
:raphs of enemy positions, batteries ?„nd supply bases between
Kirilovka and Berdyansk from the coast approximately as far as 5

lor;, inland were also requested,

feronco the proposed " ralardmont f the enemy front on one north
c ast of the Jen, cf Azov, LTaval Shore Commander, Ukraine reported
that it was tc be carried ut by 4 naval landin craft ( ,uns) in
cooperation with an array combat unit stationed at Kirilovka, The
plan is: first, tc fire a", .ut 300 round on Russian Lottery po-
sitions at 3tepanovka and then about 400 rounds on positions on
bhe Molochno isthmus.

Naval Shore Commander has appointed a liais n officer with radio
operator t: the co dot ;r.up. The operation will be in provision-
ally at C130 on 17 October ;nd finosh at 0315. Hie Rumanian fi lit-

er squadron has been requested tc r vide fi hter protection for
the return passage.

At 1600 4 naval landing craft (guns) put cut fro:.. Genichesk for
the above operation; 3 naval ferry ar ;es also put .ut for the
patrol line off the Arabatskaya hoadland,

U- at 3iV -.ati c n

:

At 0354 U 24 reported from the ninelaying position: "od mines
laid as planned, rid square 0326, wind eastsoutheast, force 4,
1019 roilibars". According tc radio intercept reports, Russian
. .r.P.s were iirected to proceed to this p sition, as an unide -

tified vessel was believed to be there. The bject of transmitt-
ing from the mined area has therefore been achieved, U 24 bhon
com enced return rxass-r ;e tc Sevastopol as ordered.

.->' ip-r ""' "jlT \f _il. - . 1. ^- _Q

J j ... ..'.J
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16 October 1943

3ru.— ..ir .a vi i".*
i — * -

..t about 0745 7 ' ^ers nd 4 f: hters carrie lit *. 1 ---level

tosi . . . : - 111 an atitude f 150 asters;

ut 15 \ .

'

s n s-sunned ships l3rirv; in

r s

.

Chaudb. was raided at 2230 and 1240. 4 - rabs fell 2^0 r.;.;ors

; i
. ;.- : Id positi ns and the li hth use

were naehint ij n casualties.

si?t Activity :

:
-_ jxplodin vessel . 193 and Einesweeping planes

I r as "s scheduled. - i - t.

Sevast pol: -' ^.ts wit i wed ] r swept the are ff

p! r entrance 16 tines fer rcund r.es; n. ines swept.

lalta: Ihe r_u. f a tor Erinesweep-cTS (x.) swejjt the harbor
-. r ith r pesa . r, n los swept.

essa - Cchakov rjute, which was closed :n account of suspect-

: . • s re»- penc I tc shi] in .

^ Traffic :

7 r ini;i'.l evacuation conveys fr~E Sevastopol, s~e : . fhe

transfer c nv ys, e ,ch c ciprisj nod :• orations boats
esc rtec --

5 naval ferry bar . s . put ut fr. v stopol for
laiev at 1515, 1545 and 1615.

C nvoys in ?.a scheduled, \ t incident.

-4-
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17 October 1943

Sini oro a: 1 phony Situatio n

:

"do enuny shippiiv; was, sighted during iayli at ruconnaiss nee in
the black 3ea. There vr.s nc reconnaiss onc^ of the Caucasus coast,

Taman peninsula and oast ccast of the Sea of . .zov on account ..f

thu weather. 1 2000 ton freighter w .s sighted ;ff the Turkish
coast 1C miles rfduthwest f Incbulu and 1 1000 ton freighter 20
miles n.rth f Kurukasil, both 'on e^.sterly course.

Main Naval D/F Station r-jportod slight activity of small vessels
along the whle i£ast Coast during daylight j activity increased in
the evening, At ah ut 2000 1 unidentified vessel, probably a,

small surface unit, was detected in radio traffic 40 miles s uth
cf Cape Opuk.

£ submarines were detected in radio traffic: 4 in the n rthwestern
Black Bar and s. uth and southwest of thu Crimea, 2 in the south-
western black jc\ and 2 in the eastern Black Sea.

Own Sitv.atijn ;

V/eather forecast for Sttpat ria t Yalta: wind n. rth tc northwest,
f.rce 3 tc 4, showers

f
visibility 4 * 6 miles.

Yalta to I- vdrossisk and Sua *f .zov: wind east to southeast,
forc<~ 3, overcast, shewers, visibility 6 miles,

Western Black Seas

Twice in the c urs~ .f the day .jneny planes attacked the lar ;e

throe-part convoy of combined operations boats proceeding from
Sevastopol to I'Tikolaiev, The .first attack took place at about
0930 southeast f Cape Tarkan when two torpedo planes dropped 3

aerial torpedoes and carried .ut machine—gun attacks. Cne aerial
torpedc hit naval ferry bar ;e iiFF Lb: . 413, destroying the after
part :£ the ship. Officer in Charge f the convoy, at tho sane
time acting Senior Officer, 3rd Landing Graft Flotilla, was w.und-
ed; the craft was taken an t^-w by naval f^rry ' ar o -bV 406, and

put in tc ..k Mechet at 1000. The s_c nd air attack book place
about 1345 northwest of Cape Tarkan -utsido the ran/je of our fight-
ers, 5 torpddc pianos droppud 5 atrial torpedoes, no hies were
scored^ enemy planes made fi to the s uth. ihe convoy continued
passage as ordered and was instructed bo proceed eastwards to the
headland at SVadcvsk if the weather deteriorates.

The towed cuwop, comprising 39 vessels and pr ceeding from 3e-
vastop-. 1 to Cchak v. put in again to Ak Ifcchet the previous day
on account -f ioor visibility. It shoul I put out from Ak Kechet
at 1800 -.n 17 Cot ber tc continue ; assa 30 to Ochakov.

a-1
- at 3 47 which had- been under oing engine .vcrhavl at Constant-

sa was ready for acti n again uid should put to sea fcr Iv n Baba
at 1700.

After takii in f r. re le bh charges ship 19 and 3 submarine
chasers put out - .in fr r. Sevastopol at 1310 f^r anti-submarine

patrol west 1 the Crimea.

CdT'd'dTLJ. -5-
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17 Oct r 1943

ith Coast of bhe Crimea:

- :. Ferry ar consisting >t 3ieb«l forri^s put
- .-

- 1 0510 freis Yalta. -The ''i/ilcing 2 !
' - c • - p -

c._ .. heod si . t v s: 1 with J . last of the onibined

ns boats, put in t Solablava at 1320 3n account f i

ertHrie trouble. The Convoy so:..
-

pass-

age at 24CC.

:
.;.'- .' c f jhc inelayins Derations

\y«

rt fr : :>atrol i K^rch Strait n the niaht

f 16/17 = «•.

.'.tC?0C 3 naval ferry " r _3 put in roLchesk fr vtrcl bo-

.:. atrol: - Biriuchi and bhe .jrabatskaia headlr .'.

r rtt

.It 1030 4 naval land craft ( uns) returned after h 3lled
". r : h rn c ast -f ihe 3ea f -.z.v as sc fi

Durin ; v r ach wir !a
~ stn rtheast f.rce 5-6, fair]

roufjh sea. .
: r •. 0145 t 0216 3 naval land :.-. oraft ( uns) shelled

. f 3,000 t 7,5000 meters. 2oavy 'ires
wore . Jhere ".: .s n . return
fire. "2Z.0 t 0312 - laval ! craft ( uns) shel ihe

! lochru Isthmus fr rn uc ry _f Stepanovka tc :he

ain I fense line fr ' " ran^e f "-,500 motors, i us

fir'os wer sorv -f Oi. .-'.1 is. late
fires ': sohnus, w irtiller . . . r . \. n -f 3; n vka

bhe fire with single si- ts and r was : ac -gun fire
. the is 3. j .r casualties, i ival land: -

craft ( xui3^ shi • Lot of yr.tur _n bhe outward pass;

" 1 i a n .

--•
: ..-' up re; rted that

•fi Ait caused ihe enony - n" fire a a:, st our
in t j line. ..ft.r the bari- unt a iainanian assault part

, lot 1.U38J . :....'.

"

. ro C p, was rdored t_. try tt repeat the
••

. .-.;:.. f 18 Cc ber.

-

naval landing craft ( uns; were n b ready t sail
m f •'.:•. 7 .:. '. 7r. ny case, .

Sh-re C k r pt ' uhat the nav 1 1 ndin craft
n t ;ut ut on account f :ho weather and atrol :ff

f 17/1- •;!: also have
. - C • !iC I

I at . .. -. • r ..-.-.'. : _r :4ic f II •
. ... ht

Pt Liof t
-

,r -s at
3
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17 October 1943

U-boat Situa tion :

U-24 reported she would be ff 3artch Point at ".' ut 0700 on IS
October,

Coastal defense was inf rm d.

U 23 reported that her transmitter had been ut of rder which is
the reason why the f 11 win'; radiogram was not transmitted until
17 October: "At 2131 on 15 October 1 steamer and 2 motor mine-
sweepers on n rtherly course in 03292 (10 miles south of Juchun)

.

2,000 ton freighter torpedoed; laden. Sea 2, depth 3, magnetic
firing 1, foreward 10, hi;h column nft^r explosi n, sinking not
observed".

In view of the fav rable position it could be assu ud that the

freighter certainly sank sh rtly afterwards.

Enemy Air Activity :

1 plane bombed and machine- 'ginned vheod sia and another Cape Chauda,
dai a^e,

bL ^swj^pinv .ctivity:

Danube: ^io.c-expl'din;, Vessel N. . 193 and ruineswoepin? planes
swept for mines as scheduled j n..> nines swept. 29 c'leck sweeps
were made by minesweepin

;
planes in the Beresahski channtl with-

out success, ":. t:r minwSWo-epers (±
:
iA) carried .ut preliminary

sweeping in the minefields '> 71 and 3 72 off fheodosia.

.jupp-lr Traffic

:

C nvoys in ::he western Black 3ea is .scheduled. Nothing t.' report.

co; fi .

!

l. rr.L -7-
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18 Oct ber 1943

Planes should -Is., provide cl se -sc.rt and anti-su-r-arino patrol
for the c nv rs fr u dawn on 19 Oct or.

On 17 October the envoy ,f c dd.ro.' Derations be res between Ca; a

.'.it.
1

, r and Sartch P in: re - rted that 5 Jomfcs Were dropped a

considerable iistanee fr r.i the c, nvoy. Invest! ation revealed
that a coastal ' abtery had been engaged n practice firing with
live ammunition. Naval 3horc Commander, Crimea reported that the

ran e could in no wcy have effected :he c. nvoy, • However, as this

was andee*' the cas.., Naval Shorts Commander, Crimea was rdered tc

insure that in future ccastal* batteries did n.t carry ut firing
practice (usii

: either iiv^ . r sub-caliber ami-vxunition) iluring bhe

passa e f cenv ys. Coastal batteries should be advised of convoys
beforehand.

It was expected that Russian mot r t-_rped \ ;ats w uld appear jff

the south coast i the Kerch peninsula and that isolated junboats

would shell the o ast between Cape Opuk and. C pe Chauda in che

ooming ni ,hts. Naval Sh re C wander, Caucasus was therefore order-
ed to sen 1

. 3 naval ferry barges to patrol route 3r wn from P int

15 t 16 . n the ni bd . f 13/19 October, pr vided that the nainolaying

operation (The '. oia Bay) had been carried out as scheduled on 'die

afternoon f 1=3 October,

Visibility c-nditl ns prevented the rainelsying aeration n 13

October, patrol was therefore cancelled. The l-nbnelaying operation
was ordered tc be carried out in the eaSCLy noMaing hours of /J*?

October and 20 Oct ber.

The net barra - at Yalta wbich was iestr yed luring the storms
last week, could n t be put back in its former position, as bhe

inner net barrage Secti n which cl s.ei bhe e-ntr nee, could not
be repaired,

Naval Sh re C non br, Caucasus ro ;rted that the 5th drmy Corps

planned t. demolish the foil wing harb r installati ns on the Kerch

peninsula:

.'.11 \<r .'den bridges outside the harbor, K lonka jetty, nav\l harbor

of Ak-Burnu, Pavlovski Harb r; .rs pier, embarkation pier "•nd sub-
marine harbor at Kamysh Burun, fishing harb. r and n rthern jetty
at Kerch.

The s uthorn Jetty and sea trans p rt pier will n.t be destr ye.
1

..

Since these measures tu f a fundaniental nature^ I shall make n.

decision for the tine ' .in;; Naval Group South has been asked t.

obtain the decision .f Naval Staff. I a^ree with the suggestions,
h wevor, ! ut I consider thai in addition t the s uthern jetty and
sea transport pier at Kerch, 200 .qetore f the l.abin

;

pier at

Konysh Burun sh'.uld als i be preserved t< servo \s emergency erabark-

ati n point,

Naval 3h re Commander, C ucasus reported bhat the Sussinns fired
at mines tween Pana hia and Shelesny R ;. Our own uns opened
up . r. bhe ats in turn.

CCNFID&TIdL -9-
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13 Get :.cr 1943

Hie Italian -ri. ' 3t submarines CB 3 and C3 6 wurv still u'; _f oper-

ation because :•£ t rped. failures, .. German rtificer ?etty Officer
:.f the 1st S-1 at flotilla (formerly bhe list .-: at flotilla, whe

was familiar with Italian 45 en toirped us was sent, to put it ri it,

i-'i:':eswue- in • Activity; :

Danube: Mine exploding vessel II; , 193 ?-nd ninesweepin
;
planes

swept for nines as scheduled, Kc mines swept, Sevast pel: FZ
boats carried .ut 1 check sweep f r ground ines with trwed loop
ear ff the harbor entrance to 3evastopolj n- nines swept,

3u—ly Tr affic :

Crimea c nv ys and c nvcys in bhe './^siorn Black 3^ -s scheduled,
Ilothin |

t. rep rt,

19 Oct ber 1943

oirfcr
.
pol ^r-ji.y ojtuabi n

:

3 motor rainesweu; -rs, 2 •; tor b r edo boats nd 2 c as sal vessels
on northerly course wuru detected during ni lit roc niaissance
5 : ilos suth f Anapa,

1 aaemy shippin was bservod durin j dayli ht roc miaissanco in
the B? -.ck 5oa, 2 freighters \nd 1 steamer fcarryin tr ..ps, wore
si hted n easterly course ff the Turkish cast,

Caucsus c st ff .Jiapa: 1 motor minesweeper, 1 coastal vessel
and 1 lighter, stopped. In Anapa harb r: J>

>

. I r minesweepers,

5 small armed vessels, 5 naval landing '. >ats, 1 o_astal vessel and

2 small \ ats.

Ph to^raphic reconnaissance _•£ the
; rts f Batum and ? ti revealed

the f 11 -win :

Batun: 3 cr-iisors, 3 iestr^yers (2 f bhem n t vt c mpleted) and
1 destr year hull, 5 t Tpedo b at hulls, 5 submarines', 1 minesweep-
er, 6 U.T.B.s, 4 m tor raineswee-; crs and 1 abrtl \ .at, 4 7,000 -

ton bankers, 8 freighters t.t-.lin, 24,5000 t ns, ineludin
;

no

8,5000 - ton passen or ship, in addition 1 ice—breaker, 6 c ".stal

vassals and 5 bar ;os, as well "is ab.ut 35 snail i ats.

bi: 1 'jattloship, 1 cruiser, 4 -estroyers, 1 torpedc '.. at, 2

lesweepers, 10 subnarinus, 8 m t r minesweepers and 4 iI.T.B.s,

also 1 heavy cruisor hull, 1 passen ;or ship and 13 frei hturs
totaling 46,00C b ns, as well as nuner us o\ astal v^ssles, bar'jos

and Braall b. "its,

The v..s3^1s identified as unc mplot^I lestr yers at Eatum are pro-
bably unc mpleted t r; u£l ats, :s it is lifficult t; bLstin uish

;weon bhea in an aerial phot raph, ihus ohur„ is little chan a

sic j bhe last r^c nnaiSsanco .f -' ti an-' Jatun.

CO.

;
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19 Oct =r 1943

Main Havol l/F Station .^upat ria ro; ,-rtod bh .t '.cc rln, to r.'.i.

traffic ;here were no lar ;e surface f res t sea. Inly slight

activity f snail vessels :ff bho b.s: Cast; iff She northern ->.st

C -.st -ate activity f K.T.B^s and :;.t t inosw»e!;;ors.

9 submarines were letoctod: 4 submarines south and Southwest f

the Crimea, I in the southeastern Black Sea and 3 in bhu eastern

Black 3ea, \s well as 1 submarine in unidentified - .siti.n.

Own Situation ;

r l recast fr iJmat ria b K v r . ssisk an". Sua „f ..z v:

inds n rtheast t. .ast, f*.rc 3 3-4, fair, visi': ilicj" 15 miles,

durin he nj ht f itches.

The lar.^e "lb alhaes" o . v: y, pr ceodin in twe parts and c -ris-
• the rost f bho c obined operati ns craft passed Capo farkan

between 0730 and C750 and proceeded tc I'ikolaiev as planned, At ut

3750 2 borped planes attached he eanvcy with aerial t .r; o ". ^.s 5

ndles west f farkanj n lama is.

.3 bhe result f a chan e in :perati nal r ".ers, the cj:±>inud ;er-
ati ns boats will bo livided, s me r c«ed n t Aikclaiov and scne

t Kersc n. rho ] \r e c nvcy which arr ved in Ochakov ^ho
; revi. us

continued passage . iTik-loiev ace rdin b< plan, arri ~i

there at 1S0C on 18 Oct bur,

..cc r '.in- b radio intelli oncu messa es fr.:: enemy roc nnai3sance
re transmitted tc 7 enemy submarines in -ho >perati nol

area,

Sh.rtly aft r 2C0G, bhe radar stati n at Ua e Takil t _k eori]

on what ap eared t ' u heavy enemy unibs at s.:a; 3-4 ndles south
.f Cape Takil \nd 5 ailes s ubh . f 3holesny ''.

..

The ls'c --. at 1 tilla was rdered t nave all 1 ats put tc sea
idiately tc patrol 5 " 8 tales . x bho coast in an easterly

iirecti n as far as the Ian or area. Labor rs .rts state:* bhat
bho incny was withdrawin b the south, s: r'.ors were ivon bhat
nly 3 ' " ts sh uld put .ut.

At 223C Mj ats 3 23, 3 42 and 3 ,5 put .ut fr a Ivan Aa' \ an:
-r coedod 5 miles ff sh'-re in an easterly iirecti n; 3 42 return-

at 2355 n ace un; f jn ,ino tr u" lc.

On bho ni hi f 19 October 3 landing craft (miaos) and bho roui f

:. b r nineswec;:iers (...) o£ the 30th H-tor nineswee or rl.-bi.Ma laid
ninefj Id 3 71 in Th«. '. sia Bay \s scho.ulod, v:s anehcred
in bhe r*-a's in rhe '. sia Bay, s. as b. lay ;i .efiuld 3 72 -n the

ht f 19/20 Oct bur.

•, C nv ys and Escorts, Crimea ast at Sevasti pel was
r " ,r -: b transfer 4 naval ferry ! ~.r s .f bh^ 3rl . ?.val :

r -rry
Bar -. fr 3v,vast :x>l t Ei bsi! s s .n as ;.-ossible.

?he ' a.bs will ,he lisp-s-l f .ho Naval J re Cn-.a-. 'or,

Caucasus f r pair 1 :buty 3 uth ,f the Korch uninsula.

__ -12-
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19 Get ! er 1943

On the ni ht f 19 October harbor defense ' ats t k up patr 1 line

in the Kerch 3tr-.it; n. thing to re;:- rt.

3 navAL Ian '.in : craft ( uns) and 2 combined c er-.ti.ns ..ats pa-
tr -Hod the line between Cstr . v--:irjuchi and ...rabatskaia he-Aland
in the Sea )f ..z.v on the ni;h: f 18/19 October, iAthin;; tc re-
p.rt. The sane patrol will be carrie'. cut by 3 naval ferry barges
an.'. 2 combined operations boats n the night f 19/20 October.

The ':

:

t.v ar b.ient of IConstantincvka en the Azov coast plarined for to-
niaht has, at the sv.~ .sti n .f the Amy been postponed until the
f . 11 win; night (20 Oct ber) s, that the Rumanian divisi ns .n the
c ast c uld be warned in time. The bombardment w-.s intended to up-
set the enemy .n :.he s uthern fr.nt ~nd t. destroy, if p ssible,
vessels lyin ; in the river r.i.uth.

The ..r-A-.tsk-.i-. headland irid the n. rthe -.stern becti.n f the Cri

were handed vcr t Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus by Naval Jh re
Commander, Crimea on 16 October in acc.rb.nce with rdors from .. '-

;Tiir-.l, Black Sea dated 14 Oct ber.

U-B:at Situation;

Sxtr-.ct fr m sh rt r^; rt fr n U 24, 7th enery operation, part ne:

3-7 Oct. ber lively c -stal shippin .
in the direct!, n . f Tuapse

censistin ; .f m t r landin ;

" -ts, n t< r launches and fishing cutt^-

ers.

3 lostroyers, 1 t rob ' at, 1 mineswe per an ''. several motor un
boats ;oin;; t an 1 from Tuapse passed ut .f range. IXuble torpedo
sh t at -. 700-»ton c astal vessel missed because! ^.f incorrect esti-
mation and t c great a ran e. ., rial surf-.ce po.tr. 1, ra derate air
patr 1.

11 t... 15 Oct ber heavy air patr.l off Suchum, Fired I uMe shut at
an SOC'-t n coastal vessel in the inner bar1

, r bay; range 1,400
meters, t.rped missed as the target changed c urse 120°, One

torpedo ex"\L led . n land. Subsequently single sh.t fr.n a r n ;e

f 600 meters missed target, reason unkn. wn. One £S mine was
laid off the bay.

3upply traffic is theref re- still rumiin ;, th u ;h mainly snail
vessels, which are v^r}" lifficult, and ev^n imp ssible, to hit
with torpedoes j they can niy e attacked with unfire luring the
night because -f the pr ximity -f the c ast.

U 24 will n t bo ready tc sail fr r.i Sevast x 1 until 20 October,
Because .f delayin Diesel repairs.

bincswoe^in • xtivity :

Mine-explodin., vessel , 193 "nd ::iineswoepin~ planes swept f r min-
es n the Danube, Fb *. ats :ff the harb r entrance t: Sevastopol as

scheduled; no nines swept.

•

.

v bvTi :i -13-
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SutoIv Traffic

:

Cv.nv.ya in the western Black Sea \s scheduled. The ateoner TH3C1&-

!K, -r ceedin ; fr r i-Tik laiev t. Odessa, ran a r und •. n the even-

ing f 18 Oct 'or -.'. ut 5 nileS s. uthwest f the Beresmski Canal,

?nd ceuld not be refl rte 1

, -v.n with the Help f several tu s. The

ear?o theref re had t. bo lightered; Crinea c.nv. ys ice rdin
,
t

sche hile.

20 Cct " er 1943

5 i- -fer -\ 1 Snony Situati n:_

: oneny shipping was si hted durir. dayli ht r„c. nnaissanee -vcr

the central and wasters Black 30a; 1 troop transport and 3 froi ht-

, rs were si hted , n easterly c urs^ ff the Turkish coast ':etw^en

3r isun ".n:\ Fra' z.n.

..- lerata activity n the part f small vessels if bhe ports f

Ghelenjik, Cape Utrish and Ana a, on the Caucasus c ast. W.-.oher

Id 1 net • emit rec nnaissance f the
;

rts f Ghelenjik and Ni v -

r ssisk. .'.t jiapa: 6 m t r iiinoswe-pors., 6 snail ?jpu4 vessels,

1 coastal vessel, and 11 nrvl Ian 'in ats, T- —.n: 9 :\ t r land-
in ' rts find 3 ponton ferries. Pizunda P int: 6 n t .r minesweep-
ers ' ff the c ast, S> chi: 7 lar en and 12 snail b its, 7 c nstal
vessels and 5 fl ats,

i

7
- eneny shippin ; in the Sea f .z v.

Y.isk: 4 '.'.T.B.s, 31 "naval landing .rts, 4 tu s and 92 belts,

s :e beaohed, Ka5.yshev.atka: 26 boats, B-.«e beached
T

Pri . rsi<r:

9 K.T.S.S, 1 :-\ t r t rred .'. at, 2 c astal vessels and 35 snail
: rts. Oluch- i Canal (Tenriuk): 1 Ii.T.B,, 1 naval landing '. -at,

1 c -astal vessel, 14 snail ' rts and 25 p nton ferries.

.
.• Main ITaval D/F 3tati n rep rt lerate activity on the part -f

. iot r t r '. ! ats and net r ninosweepers ff the northern jhst
C ast, raid n ierate ctivity f snail vessels ti the central
and 3 uthern "ast C nst,

2 submenus, exact ; siti n unkn avn, were 1 cate'. n th~ v;estcrn

Black 3ea, 3 su narines in the ^astern Black Bea,

Own -Situati n.^

Weather f recast f r Supat ria t i< vor ssisk an'. 3ea of ..z v:

Winds a.rtheast t east, fair, visibility 12 idles, f ; patches.

3 su'.viarine chasers left the operational area off .3upat ria at 000?,
h '. f r C nstantza f r nin r repairs j Shi": 19 returning from
antl«-subnarine atr 1 ;ut in t. 3c.v-.st pel at 0500. The invest i \a-

ti n w! ich was rdered int the
; ssiblv destructi n f ?. su'.; mine

lur: c nv y esc rt luty west, f Cape farkan n 16 Oct '..er (see
' ar iarv 16 Cct ':er) has been carried ut. dch .-s.-un-'.in- and

r-ch var c nfirr^ 1

. bhat the object still lyin? fast n the ' tt n
rt the s.ane s t, and that there was still a lor e streak of .il
visl le.
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It may theref re be assumed that an enemy submarine was 'estrcyed.

Definite confirmation cannt 'e ivon ! of r^ the arrival f bhe

c nbat ro^ rt.

The bar p. c.nv,.y c r^risin
. the rest ..f the combined operations

abs put in t -Tikolaiev in the c urse . f the day n-s scheduled.

Motor minesweepers H 35 and H 203 put in tc Hikolaiev at HOC for
dockyard! overhaul.

Commander, C nvcys an- osc.rts, Black 3ea had been rdered tc trans-
fer 1 motor minesweeper to 3ov-.st ~ 1 immediately, bc as tc bring
the Crimea f< rce u: to its • revi us strength of 3 b.. ats.

3 bo*ta it the 1st Er-bcat Fl tilla patr Hud the s^uth case f the
Crimea n bhe ni ht of 20 October after the si htin f enemy f rces
s uth f Cape Takil (see 'Jar Diary 19 Cot 1 er). Fho boats put in tc

]-an Baba a ain at 0215 without havin si htod the enemy.

The 1st 6-fc at Flotilla was .r:tr^ b transfer 3 42 and 3 45 to

C . nstantza for -n inc overhaul an' change of screw respectively.

The beats left Ivan Baba f r C nstantza at 1530, an
1

, will probably
be ready for action a ;ain n 24 October. no 1st S*-boat Flotilla
was ordered tc transfer 4 --3 b ats tc . ik-laiov via Ochak v f.r

repairs. The dabs put ut fr.m Ivan 3a) r. at 020C' an:
1

, arriv d at

Sevastopol at 1635 ; the ats anch red a short while in 3udak bay

as 3 504 dovol ped en ine trouble.

The 30th Motor Minesweeper Fletilla was .rdered t. transfer the

Rd r up .f motor minesweepers fr m The* b sia tc Sevastopol, and

sweeping rut- Er wn with .roposa ear at the saiie tir.o. The 4
' ats left TWood sia at 1700.

Commander, Convoys an', dsc rts, black 3^a wag ordered b transfer
the v-

v at esc.rt shiy RObldX'i tc C nstantza immediately, where
she would be at the 'is osal f Commander, C.nvoys and b'sc rts f . r

minoslayin^ assi ;nnents.

i-iinefield 3 72 in The b-sia Bay was laid in the early r. rnin;; hours
ace r Uni t scre'.ule.

d thin.'-; tc report fr m the atr.l in the Kerch Strait on the ni ht
of 20 Oct ber.

dt 2025 radio ran. was received fr r. Ralar Station ,...y(Cape Takil),
reportir . enemy forces in the southern part f bhe Kerch Strait,

dt 2040 naval ^h:re Commander, Caucasus reported that the Oust;.- is

Frontier Guar 1

, n one cast at Durandy heard bhe n ise of en ines
out t sea a' ut 3 - 10 km south f Cpuk.

The 1st S-1 at Flotilla was at nee ordered tc Send 3 ' -"is d pa-
tr. 1 in the s uthern Kerch Strait, 3-5 miles .ffsh re in an east-
erly direction as far as the Ian er area, .*t 2150 i .val 3h.ro
C mmandcr, Caucasus reported bhat weak.oneny f rces had landed
12 km east <£ Cape Chau'.a. Th« 1st d- at Flotilla was infer
and r-oro.

1

. t crate a ainst the landin ,

• laces and t r^. rt the

stren th f bhe enemy. The 3 b- ats put ut at 223C; Lelay in the
de: arture was lue tc an air raid warnin vb the flotilla 1 ase.

CO: FIDEL'TIbd -15-
'
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o - -.- r ?-U vessels stand 231£ Laval
Shore .: "cr, C ucasus was r er sea naval ferry r-

:• 1 etween C •.• e Chauda and a ~oint 10 rrilea fco the

rdj keeping 3 riles ff shore. The lsc .--cat Flotilla i

inforj - .

It seers that the ene y c rie ut rec n ssonce and other "/re-

par :ti as for the lai n< on the Kerch penins Last ni ht aire-. .

ar. assumption -.-' ic is su] rted by rej arts frc i i .7 - iar Station
;he evenir. f IV ct ' er (see r - .ar- .£ 19 Oeto1

er) . ihe

fact ihot the -- ' net sli ht any er.- rces cr. the ni ht

jf 19 October leads .. .he c nclosioh >ha he en e:_y was enly
feelir. :ut the I:

... retort fr e ;atrol line between s^r v- iri;.chi a.

Ar tsfiai^t 'e 1 .
'. n the ni ht f 2C Cc... er.

;he request f ;he 44th Arriy C r"s, be : v~l \b re C . nder
araine was r '.ere'', tc s y ne jhe .'. ar j -exit o£ ri lorski—Kon-

stantinovka on ". riv r uth ' - 3 naval ferry ' ar es a "3 '-'- line

craft (-uns; [til the ni ht :f 2C ictober. ..ioen^i.r. v.'-.s '.rawn

he tftr-'ets considered . >rtant .r y.

- 140C 3 lan'.ia craft ( uts) no 3 naval ferry arjea put :ut

fr-" Jenic'.esl: F p :he c eraticn.

2 naval Ian 'in craft , runs) and 2 ex bined er'.tions :ats
• s'- carry at patrol on die ni ht of 19/20 October.

U-boat _n:

'.t 0'30C U 24 pi . . Sevast ; ol for the sec nd half _: her
eration.

rjineswee n _^;i -i:--^:

vessel . . 1 3 inesweepi planes swept for
ea n the Danube, '-- Data off Jev stopol as scheduled,

it 1 rer rt far* 19 0c er: tiineswee i alanes carried .ut
several check sweeps riff Gchnkov. one dne ,r "s swept 3 uiles south

• v (depth : r 3 neters, altitude 30 raters, colum of
. SO :.e^er3).

SccxOy Traffic :

. Crinean cenv ys n ' esc.rts n the western Hack 3ea as scheduled,
e rt.

21 i 1943

foroTK> tion;
t

-'-- d "tod ori : yli ht re nnaissancc a
rcstorn Black Boa. 1 frei r off th urkish

rt .1 frei ht.r o. 1
- ss .n _r sh: .•

r sum,
roccnnais£

| :ucasua c-ast .n ". rt was ssihle
»he- plan lope! on i

a
•
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Shipping in the pert of ; rimorsko unchanged ooiiFcrod with the pre-
vious day; b'oisk 1 additional motor gun boat.

liain Kaval D/F Station reported moderate activity of H.T'.B.s and
motor minesweepers off the northern 3as-t Coast, which increased
during bhe night,

3 submarines were detected in the area west md southwest of the
Crimea and 1 submarine in oho southwestern Black Sea.

The liadar Station at Cape Chrcni reported: 2130 enemy naval
forces 13 miles northwest of Cape Chroni; 2200 enemy M.T.3.S
proceedin at high speed on westerly course; 3 miles north of

Cape Chrcni. It was later established that bhere was only one
boot which was apparently headed for Cape Hi.

Cwn Situation:

T feather forecast for 3upat6ria to Novorossisk and 3oa -. f Assov:

Winds northeast to east, force 3, fair, visibility 15 miles, in
the morning fog patches.

The last corbined operations boats to be transferred from Sevast-
opol put in tc oikolai jv and Kherson respectively, in accordance
with the amendment of Arcy orders.. Transfer was thus c mplete,
Commander, Convoys and Escorts. Crimean Coast was ordered to
have the LIAS-boats 3 502, 3 504 and 3 505 proceed to Nikolaiev
via Cchakov. The; 4 boats put out from Sevastopol at 1000,

The cargo of steamer TfeSCDERICH which ran a round of Ochakov,
was li hterea, sc that v-hc steamer could then be towed off (se^

"Jar Diary of 20 October), The 1st Air Corps was asked for fight-
er cover or other close e'scort, since an enemy reconnaissance
plane flew over the steamer.

The U "roup of 4 motor minesweepers out in to Sevastopol at

1130 from Theodosia,

Following oho reports bf enemy landings 12 km east of Capo Chauda
(see 'far Diary 20 October), the 3 naval ferry bar.es put out from
Theodosia for patrol as scheduled.' 3 boats of the 1st B-boat
Flotilla had put to sea -already at 2230,

These (l boat with 4 cm uns and 2 vdth 2 cm lans) were informed
of the operation of the naval ferry barges and ordered to with-
draw to the seaward at C330.

The 3 E~boats steered for the reported landing place at 0018, but
did not sight any vessels offshore, but only weak gunfire. At
0053 the beats took up lurking position 3 miles m.fsh re. At 0130
thoy sighted 3 untoats - and 3 or 4 vessels, probably ii.T.B.s on east
to southeasterly course, medium speed about 3^500 meters off Cape
Chauda. High swell and unfav rable moonlight (from the south)
made attack impossible.

In heavy fc
;
thoy commenced return to Ivan Baba at 023C, arrivin

;

at 033C,

CC; FI yjpTIAL -17
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ferry r as could n:t r itrol L
t =

;
..' ut in

t - in at 15.

Ace r :. op ;- t rt, " 1 ut 25C . n nd

lei place -. - _. - " if r rki.\ the tr :/s.

In addition, about 15 to 2C is rt lanes ware sad

h-v. fl N -;',
. r r- sbutir tr

.-- -i . c -il- - untains (;:-.rtisr.n

-
_
-" -

.

T 1 in arati r ier " s issue t i r t be nl ht of 21

t r:

fe
• its : ihe 1st I- at 71 tillr t xtrol en a bearin >f 200°,

ilea ff :-
:: in roups of 2 1 .oh. Ehe 1st _-

- P] bill was r red t *t fron Ivan ft t
"_

.K n". t.

I
-.s= it : r .. . : ~

. ales.

3 : rry ~r 2s (1st 2t- up) t. patrol th* 1 tic frod -5C -Iron,

36° East, 1 - 4 ri . tta istward. 3 naval furry bar -s

uj t pr.tr 1 : - fr - rth, :~~ _- st> 0-3 nil as t_

the west- r .

1st fr 7 t 1530, the sot ^r_u?

at 1600."

naval r .3 w re ti itr 1 in close far -.in. 3:. uld

y forces : . hey were t^- be attic -.toly

no t - .

If nc c ntact . eneny was . _ the beat ro t return it

03.-: n 22 :ct : it ri iirther r l.rs.

1 ferry bar 2s loft for ; atr Is as Bche

twe n C945 and 100C, a 12.2 ms sh 11 he a rt kern
jetty and fishin larbcr - rch, II it al

r. : . BCUT tf si, 11; . :. ..-._ rr.i.. 1 urs. . . ..t

- - - - was I In the vicinity .£ Pan ~iia; the
fithdrew i : Lately,

f :f the 613th . .-1 tannery Detach s red to
1- th . : : j left at the c post

at r.

2130 and 220C V lar Station 3 . 9 at C : r ni r K>rted" forces r. s uthern xn rcsi rn - irscsj n :

:-- lOtor I r its),

t. report fr .. tr ] tw SLrii .' in

-~

net I aeny c stantin ri

croft Lch

ich water sver th. str o t

- 0001. Haw . ; r lo
; for the nav 1 f .. r .s,

bo that -

i
- within 2,O0C netors f the cist.

' :-: .- - -i -
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At 0245 the eneay sent several requests for red nit ion si nals
and then commenced heavy machine- ,un fire, tiachine- am emplace«-
nents were silence" by ur boats with 2 cm—guns, Konstantinovka
and what was presumed tc bo :ho river couth was then shelled froia

0255 t: 0310. The ener.iy returned the fire with heavy guns from
direction of the river valleyj shuts fell near the boats. During
the withdrawal Trciaskole was shelled between 0320 and 0330 without
visible succ33s. After that a heavy pun was se^n to be firing.
The main line of defense was passed after daybreak. In 'so doing
isolated fire was observed coning from heavy uns in the direction
of Stepenovka.

Casualties: 2 wounded, sli jit clama ;e fron riachine- \\m fire aboard
the boats.

-U-boat Situation:

U 9 was ordered t return tc Tho.dosia from the operational area
off S^chi.

The 1st Air Corps was notified of U 9's return route and that until
further n tice attacks on submarines in this zone were forbidden,
with immediate effect,

Ilineswocoin ; Activity:

Danube: bine-oxplodin - vessel No, 193 and minesweeping planes car-*

ried ut routine mineswoepingj nt • lines swept, Thoodosia %

Sevastopol:
•

Motor minesweepers (3A) swept route Drown 13 to Brown 1 for moored
mines without success,

Sevastopol J FZ-boats with towed loop ;oar swept the area off the
harbor untranco 36 ti" .es for

.
r un.1 mines; n^ mines swept,

A heavy object with a nine parachute attache-' was found by a fisher-
man in the Qniepr arm al out 3 miles southwest of Kherson, Since
nines wore observe:'', to have been iroppod in >hat area some weeks
a ;c, the area was closed until further notice.

3u~^ly Traffic :

Crimea convoys and esc rts in the western black 3ea ron t. schedule;

nothing tc report,

22 October 1943

3imf gruycl .gnemy Situc.tion

:

bi ht reconnaissance detected 1 vessel which could not be clearly
identified 20 riles southeast of Tuapse, 1 small arrued vessel on

southerly course^ 15 miles southeast f Ghelenjik, and a convey
(no .let ails) of ' Ghelenjik.

-No enemy shippin was si ;htod in oho central and western black S

lurin • the day.

lb' rib.; TIAL -19-
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I 3,500 ton freighter was also sighted .ff the Turkish c.^.s;, about

15 rales east of Sinope', c urs<= west, Kc further observations.

Thu Caucasus porta fr v r ssisk cc Datum could not be recon-
hoitered as the reconnaissance plane is not yet repaired. Aerial

wnh of enemy shinirv at Anapa revealed the following:
v

•

II motor rdfteswee ers, 40 naval, landing boat?! 1 small boat, 2

lU« ar. .j
1

. vessels. South :f the port: 5 mot r linesweepers, 1

:. t r torpedo ' at, 3 naval landing boats, six vessels apparently
s for the naval landin beats, 1 small c as.al Teasel under

steam, 1 liahter, 6 snail beats ijnd 2 actor minesweepers • I*o „n<jny

shippin in the western So?, -f ..cv. G mparison with bho aerial
phote r hs taken on 1 Oct '..or sh ws the f llowinr;:

1) In the ports n the n rth coast f the Caucasus (Ghelenjik, ITovo-

r:ssisk, »nd Taoan) about 70 landing craft (meter landin
s, - ntoon ferries, crafts) and 35 sr.all naval vessels, (A.T.3.S,

ra t r dnesweepers and motor -pin "... ats),

\riscn with ihe aerial plutc ra- hs made luring :he Last ten days
shows that the number f craft sv.it a' L for lane? . pcrations re-

\n-j'\ unchan *od, though the y_ssels were differently .istri. uted.
shippin - w ula

1

rovide transport for ab .ut 2
;
50C men. The nurv-

r cf iiaht naval forces in the northern Caucasus ports seemed to
be increasing as. vessels w^re transferred fr.r. ihe south,

2) In the ports n the See _;>..zov >n ihe southeast cast of the
Taman peninsula i clubuv Yoisk, a. ut 70 landin craft ~.rA. 24

11 naval vjss^J.s (" .". As . : r un b n ts),

Iho steady increase in the number f cru"t suitable f:r landing
rations is au. t 'the. fact that ihey have been transferred by

rail t Y.'sk. Talcin : this inf raation as a basis there is trans-
rt for i\ ut 2,00C men.

n r
Taval )/F Station a^ain r«; :rtod c ntimu ! activity .f s:aall

vossjIs i££ the east cast f A.; "i- c . . 4 subnarines were de-
tected west and s uthwest f the Cri:ea and 1 su jarine in the east-
ern Black 3e-

.

. 3itu-.ti ni

ihe: f r^c st f r ria '.' vc r ssisk and So-

ft, f re. 3-4, fair, visibility 15 riles, fc

in i ht at sea and f the cast.

f Azov:

ar-

Stcamer I ICH which ran a run; .chaktv, refloated at
HOC aft.r 1,400 tins had been li htcrc i, and c ntinu.ee

1 assa~e tc
. 'hile the . ICH was *in tewed ff, tu ..A:IA WAUJDa

Btruck a n .t 200 n ters away and sank iiaaudiatoly. The crew
.xc . t f r n. wh . w-.s seriously wounded. A marker buoy

i laa ! t ark A ] c f the wr^ck 1. ediatel^
w-v .

•.»

a, 3 502, 3 503, 5 504, ana S 505 put in ; iJikolaiev
t 1500 for ekyard . .ul.

r '
. ] • AL.L -20-
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Coraaander, 3rd Landing Flotilla was rdored t transfer ".11 naval
ferry ' ar os ready f r acti n an . already discharged at Uikolaiev,
Cchakov, Odessa and Kherson t. Sevastopol immediately. Hila em-
braces boats f the 1st ral 3r : L ndiiig Flotilla as well as the
recently arrived boats oi ihp 5th L-ndii - Fl.tilla. I«;ur2>er .f

those ! oats to be transformed and th so ronainin ., behind tc be
reported, as weH as estimated times f Leparturc,

Trith the dis: \jidins f the 5th Landing Craft lotilla.thcao of its
t ata which were handed < v~r t the 7th Laridin Craft Floti.bla will
also be -under the c •

:

•- an I :f C : : raider, Cnv.-s aid .2sc rts, Black
3ea for ^perati ns. C mmander, C nvoys and lsc rts, black Jea has
assigned the 7th Lan-din- Craft Flotilla to carry -ut .sc:rt and
patrol duty n the routoa Vama-Odossa :\\\ Odessa-Sevastopol.

Commander, Conveys :nd Asc rts Black Sea was n iifie'. -hat oho XI-IA-

IIIA was tc Ia3r blu minefield "5 47
i;

. She waa A. e tranaferred .

t

C -nstantza immediately anA. the necessary preparati ns made as bhe
operation was ur ;ent«

The harbor entrance t Ialt° was o; jned a;_;ain en 21 October after
rem val f bhc 3octi n f net which Iriftod int-f die : inefield pup.

At 0130 the 1st ii-boat FlotiXla, on ;\atr~l s uth of Cape Opuk
si ;hted a muzzle flask from a craft which waa withdrawing to the
east -at Vvr r hi h spued in the vicinity f the Slslian Cliffs. It
was probably an enemy h'.T.B. An iiimediate atto::ot'was male tc

contact this vessel, but in vain, pthorwi.se n.Ahi:_\- tc report.

Air re nraissance reports revealed that iho nuci ^r -f ships in the
harbor at Anapa hat increased considerably lurin , the last few days,
an that shipping, ha:

1 ;oon bseryod off the. c?a?dVj 4 boats f the
1st P- .at Fl billa wore ordered b put out from Ivan Baba at 1600
tc operate a ainst enemy supply ships ff the cast between Point
Utrish and U 'rish-A k. At a' ut 2400 .-he boat? sh uld rake a sur-
prise attack .n v^osALs lyin in she. Anapa, reads, this bhey should
dq by withdrawin ; d -ut 10 miles from the : aat, an.

1

, stearin
;
f r

Anapa from the weat at a crawl. Aftur the attack the Vats were
to return t- Ivan Baba. 3 ats were, war e:! f ur dan or area off
Anapa,

Since U 9 is h mewar '. ' pund for Eiood sia attacks on submarines
are prohibited.

At 1600 4 bcata f bhe 1st S-" ,at Flotilla put out as. r'.erel.

The naval ferry 'arcs AT 135, 535, 574, 419, 445 and 447 at

The':1
, sia were tactically subordinated tc T.aval Shore Commander,

Caucasus f.r atr^ 1 f die south c.ast f bhe Kerch eninsula,

Naval jh.re C .;rian'er, Caucasus was;-instructel s aend the a' ve
naval ferry ' arjes t atr 1 the c ast ' etwe^n Cape Chauda and

Ca"o ?akil fr-r- ni htfall t> lawn until further n.tice. 4 '-.ats

were to ; atrol in r.u s f twe unless ther^. ar^re a: eoir.l in ".ica-

ti .s'.f an oneny lan'i::- n the Crimean c ast. Paval ih ro C r.xi-

ander, Caucasus was be 'eteraine the exact ; sitien, Ion th wtc,

of tyre patrol lane takin.- into c nsiderati n 'oho '; -:n b . the
5th Army C rps.

CC PI Jl.bo -21-
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. ral 3h iv r, C-.uc~sus r\a rt ,he I mis f r the

f 11 win ni lit each '.-.7 by 15CC. ?ur bar .. / 1 ferry '

-.r ~s wore
' r a ht ir 1 i ik laiuv i r this ; ur _s„.

..t 1700 4 n-Yv.l ferry '

-.r .s ut ut ir.r. -'
2 si-, f r - -tr_l

i.e. the first roup (2 ' .-.is, ri route Br no fr :. 3& c s-^t, an',

ho sec nd r iri (2 ~ta) n r utc 3r wi 16 t the eastwar'.

Distance ' 2tv en the r u. 3 7 dl^s. Ehe 1st ~r-' *.t a till-. w-.s

r .

'

. if - naval ferry r ~s w^r„ t - atr.l rcutc r no bcr
tween 36° st -.n". C-.' e liys-^ul in 2 r u; s n J10 ni ht f 22
Cct ' er returning t The. V si- t awn-.

20/21 Cct ' or.

~-.tr 1 in the Horch Str~.it .n th„ ni ht .f

At Ae request f Cjp \n '::. Soneral, 5th ». C r s, £aval 3h re
C : ar, Caucasus zok^\ 2 r ~n -ssi m.._nt f n re r. . ral f.rry
bar .s 5 -.5 t :

'"'
: ' -.tr:l :he line free Ianish~7?JdLl .s far

-s r
-.rs vka, -n ' t. carry ut extend x*. _sc rt "utios. T-.is vr.s

.sst" xs the c ?stal I fensea were inaiec :.. Iho f~ll win
w-.s iec '.c

'.

:

- -". . int in stationin -. -trl lino ! etVv>en Tanish
r-1 -.ni V-rsvk- -s reinf rcenent f the existin c ast-.l Lefen-

ses against enex?/ lnn_b • cr'.ft f r the f 11 win; rv s ns:

a) Th- arty -n '. . ivy batteries, -.3 well -.s the ..rey c -.st~l -ni

inti—aircraft latteries in th^ Kerch ^tr-.it between Cape T-.kil an !

Crc C r ni ?jre s s;r .1- that no 7.5 c:: -un - ^r naval ferry " ar

w ul'. net rake any reat biffor -nee.

) sr hanl :h. naval ferry ' ar -3 w uld .-;- er the
or? .

.i n f ihe c astal una in the event f '-ppr ich f em
f rces, sine, it is /~ry difficult f r the c ostal Tine t '.is-

ish etwc n >hert« ?atr_l lines ff the c -st are theref re
n prlncirlc situ&tei Dutside the ranpe :f visibility;' however, the

Kerch Strait is t riarr w t -11 w this.

c) In the n rthern -.r: f the -.-re:; ^tr-it as £~t -.s C ;
. Fvnar

naval ferry bar*;^s w;l: hav^ U. ^eratc lirootly .ff the
c -st ' 3Cause f the "r xi' it- f the ~ns.

• Series n K ss-.

C'-ushk-.; this H&y vol', not be -. le - tet«c -.
_ r ach .f

- vessels any a. ner bhan ihu ^scrvati n .sts n lani.

".) 8 naval f^rry bar es h Id n.t suffice t. xr.r'. 4C kn f ccast-
n " rk ni hts, ^von .n 2 restricte-i soale.

r i lines in the ::_rch 3tr-.it -re thor-f tj nly useful be-
n Ifunikale -

.-.

' vi vsi:i :s well ~s s uth f .-vl.vski, \s

far -.s th- dnefielda there Brcit t ~-tr'.l st 2 kn .ff
e " at.

ir - i. : zV. is n t necessarily : r^vent the y fr :. land-
.-ss c istal una t in a far ' sitter ; siti n t

r^ .rt -.- r -,ch:Ti vessels as early -s poss-
ets -rw - st -s well fit f.r .. s s naval

. s, u: ir oier t
i lc , ' -.:

f^rry r

P —a

1

-22-
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I ihercff.ro intend bo transfer further harbor defense !:oats to Kerch,
and to withdraw the naval fcrr; bar es from the Kerch Strait as
scon as the minelayin, basks have teen carried cut.

Mothin;: to re ort fron the /atrol line between Ostrov-Biriuchi and
Arabatskaia headland on the ni ;ht of 22 October,

U-boat Situation :

U 23 and U 24 were advised of the steaners and escort vessels si ht-
ed by air reconnaissance in the o erotional area.

U 9 was inferosd that S-boats would bs o eratin off the coast be-
tween Anapa and Point Ubrish on bhe nioht of 22/23 October. U 9
was also or

1

.ere:', tc -put on to Theodosia ?n bhe o.ornin;: of 23 Oct-
ober to refuel. Port Conmander, Theodosia would detail a pilot
1

oat wait at point Brown 12 from 0500 tc escort U 9.

U 18 reported she wnv.ll be ready for action a ain on 27 October,

hinoswo.j- in-; Activity

:

ne—exploding vessels and ninesweeping -lanes carried ut nine—
sweepin'; assi nnents on the Danube according be schedule, ITo

mines swept.

Surely Traffic :

Crimea convoys and convoys in* bhe western Black Sea to schedulej
Organization and k> ilization ir^.nch, .uart.ernaster oivision, Naval
Staff announced that naval forces would have to partake in opera-
tions in order t reinforce bhe defense forces' in the southeastern
theater (ref. Gkdos 3669/43 of 13 October 1943). Since bhe Naval
•15. h Cosaaan:- refuse 1

, bo withdraw further forces fron Norway ind

France and there are no hone reserves available, Group 3outh vd.ll

rieet the need fro: . forces in the Black Sea Coozoand. Cn the basis
cf the '"-Jar door ;enoy Conplenent the .aval hi h Corimand estimated
that 2/761 nen were now' available froa the Sea of Azov and 1,490
r;en frcn the Kuban bridgehead.

Organization and Mobilization Branch was working fron a false
prend3e, The *.rar Sner^ency Conolenent stated to units hitherfce

en -a red in the Kuban ' rid-jahead and on the coast .f the Sea of

Azov as 4,155 -on; the actual strength was, ' however, 3,500 ron.

The withdrawal of the front tade it necessary to roanforce and pro-
tect the present front line n the Kerch peninsula, in one Genich-
esk area and on bhe Criaoan cast. There hafi seen r

\ leficiency
here of 1,046 .on, so in thoor3r there were 2,463 nen still avail-
able. This calculation \±\ not include the batteries which vrere

withdrawn together with personnel and re-assianed, and whose per-
sonnel is theref re not now deductable,

Jvon with the new organization f oho Black iea Conmand aid in-
clusion . f the still available oorsonnel, there is a ieficienoy of

687 " 3n, That nunber will increase be 1140 nen if the transfer f

nen as rdered by Group 3outh was carried out. This number lid net
oonsider th. crows cf 30 fishing vessels, whose transfer was like-
wise announced '-y :r u: South, Any further transfer bf nen will
increase 'he "resent loficiencies

,

c; n r. tj.x -23-
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3;:'J,-rrTl Inoj .- iiiuiticn:

- shipping v.-as si.ht.' duriri ni at reconnaissance,

shipping in -ho vjust^m n.'. central Blick 5va turin
. byli-^t,

1 frei htcrs and osc-'rt v^ss^ls in Turkish ^rrit,:riil waters,

Ihi :': in port:

Ghclenjik: 14 notor ninoswoe'ers, 9 -..T.3.s, 23 naval landing
' vats, 3 tuis, 3 s: "11 araed vessels, 16 coastal vo;s..ls and li "ht-

;out WD siaall L >ats.

l!ovor ssisk: 5 naval landing

snail ' ' ats.

>, 2 tu s, 1 motor " it, in', twc

..napa: 6 notor ninoswoopers, 4 •-. .b.s, 2 s:-.ill arned vessels, 24
motor hni.: .its, 11 tu ;s for landing oats ind 1 bar;jo, is

well is 10 s' .ill i:s. Off thti harbor: 3 notor inoswoei^ers

2 s -.11 cist .1 vessels, northerly course.

J- in: 3 not r un boats, 6 :. tor lin'.in, boats, 2 tu s for tko

landin ~'s n
1

. 8 ' its. 1 coastal vessel and 1 sailin;; vessel
off bhe scut' 1

, c 1st f Tanan,

onecty shi^pin;; wis sighted lurin raing reconnaissance in the
Sei of Azov,

Shi; pina in Port:

Gluchoi Canal (Tcrariuk): 7 not r un " ats, 1 coastal Vessel,
23 ; nt n ferries :n\ 1? '. its.

Primorsko: 1 notor un '. 10, 3 suall arned vessels, 2 tu^s, 3

c istil v^s^ls ?.nd al ut 35 ' ats, partly beached,

Y.isk: 4 r- t r in '-.its, 12 3—all ir:.-\ v^jsuIs, 24 notar landing
-. -s, 60 '. its, partly ' each .

'..

Senapa: V n t r Ian*; h boats \nd 7 tu 's for . landing boats,
'.

: reconnaissance if Capo Hi and Kuchu -o.ri because f cl uis.

The nun' ^r f ships in the -orts :-f the Taraan peninsula reveals
that transfer f lirht vessels (...T.B.s, oot r ronoswee crs and

. r un '.-its) and landi • craft was continued.

Uair 1.0/f station rep rt_ '. 1 derate activity f - . J.t.s ~ni

motor inoswoe-ers in bhc :. rthern and central ;
irt, scne patrol

"'.3 in the s ;uthern part.

3ix subnarii 1 r_. loc .tol: 2 in bhe are- south :.\ . s uthwest _f

1, 3 i eastern Black Xa and 1 \t sua with unknown
Lti n.

Own ti.n:

r f rocast f r- .::. at rii bo i voressisk in i-i of ..zcv:

Li "00 ..1st ,rip winds, fair, visibility 10 il-s, haze, ; irtlp ;

patches in the coastal area.

-24-
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S 42 and 3 45 which havo been in Constantsa f r ro lir, put ut
for Ivan Baba at 1600.

Haval Group "J uth rderod that all s all craft available in Hike—
laiev were t< bo placed at '.isvsal for ammunition trans jorts on
the Dniepr to remove alleged shorta e of arirainition in bhe area
of* Qniepropetrovsk in the c .nraanci of Army Group 3 uth. According-
ly, Naval Liaison Officer to dray I'i'h Command was asked to inves-
tigate whether an 1

to what extent the Army desired ammunition
trans' orts n the Dniepr.

On the ni Jit of 22/23 October four - -ts f bhe 1st B- -at Flotilla
had been ff the Caucasus cast. Between 1940 and 2115 they took
up lurking position ff Point Ubrish. I! thin was si hted except
for an K.T.3. proceeding with maximum speed else tc bh^ c ast at
about 1945. Ab.ut 2300 attack on vessels southwest of the jetty
of Anapa in cooperabi n with the ni ht rjc nnaissance plane. iach

of bhe boats fired 1 borpedc at bhe landing places A' bhe
:

:;s

established by air reconnaissance, 1 heavy, 2 medium and 1 weak
lotonati ns as well as su 1 sequently 2 short fires were caused. It
is possible that hits wore scored n bhe craft, but were net ob-
serve'-

1

.. After the detonati ns th^re was heavy anti-aircraft fire
a ;ainst ..air reconnaissance plane, s that it nay bo assumed that
bhe cnony suspected bomb at backs. About 2315 our 3-1

cabs made
an ",hor thrust, in the c urse of which 3 enemy motor un boats one!

1 K.T.B, wore observe.' putting out. In oho meantime bri htness
due to ii oiali ,ht had increased s much bhat bhe boats could be

seen far away despite caoouflavo, 3e further bhrusts appeared
unaivisable, bhe ..i re s as bhe c ast and craft had been alarmed;
?h.j b ata commenced return assa ;e '.nd put in tc Ivan Bal ". a ain
at 0300.

The 1st d-b;at Flotilla was rdered t have f ur I: ats attack
n ;ain in c : oration with bhu ni ht reconnaissance plane enemy
craft lyjir; on the Anapa road an a uthwost f bhe jetty .ff the

coast with t rpedoes and uns, D.. not hesitate to attack' Fire
b rpedoes nip against identified tar ebs. Following bhat '..ask

Patrol with naximum speed frcm mapa as far as the "irea ff the

OscreiJca valle3r immediately jffshore. Task: to attack and sink
supply vessels, broop landing craft and /thor craft met there.

Attacks a -ainst submarines left at discretion.

- jections are raised a \inst patrol with rximum speed off bhe

c ast : etween .napa and Cseroika, sinco it is unlikely bhat bhe

enemy has m unbed there already heavy uns and searchlijhts.

4 3-boats put :ut from Ivan Baba at 0700 as scheduled.

b'thiro: tc report from patr.l off the south c ~sb f the Kerch
peninsula. The naval ferry bar70s pub in -.—.in b. d e. Asia in

groups _f tw ' ats at 0625 and OdOO respectively,

Cn bhe ni ht f 23/24 Ceo bor 4 naval ferry '

'.r es :»rdere.- t -ut

ub fr n .:'•.. dosia at I63O f.r patrol.

CO. 'FID "TI j. -25-
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rdinarily hi h r. f s hi a i ji ' h rb r and

n the r "
'.s "11 w . c nclusi n that 1 ar ii na were

r Lr>n. Eheref re, a ' ttack a s c :.c jitr

of croft in ..rr: ~. an ". vicinit 3 sii . :

.

: - 4th .JLr F rc^,

In rvler t frustrat ic ." isrfeonfci ns-. uf t a ..

c ncontrati n of li ;ht cr ft in this narr w har' r, considera! le

sue : :: n frc s ray eff ct.

4th ..ir F rce re lie rosont sit - n n land lid . t

t s ore f rcos for t';_r v.r sos. 3 ice aq >ra net ad

ssi ns usually riid n.t c nountrate their ats,

: : i ".

:. : r - .. si.

hi r • rt fr :. atr 1 i pch rait n she ni ht

f 22/73 c: bcr.

aval ferry ' " 2s nd 4 harl r sfensu : its wero t_ take uv-

thj • -. r 1 line iht f 23/24 Oc ber.-

: rt rt fr . air 1 c/ow en Istr v^Biriuchi a_-aus-

land ; Ac ni ht f 22/23 )ct jr, I . r le su-
-. f "- - 1 !.:•'_ . . jr', Ukraine t r. pc rd-

r.t f the enery front ind c .riceiitr :i ns n ;he n rth e ast f

f '.z^v " r vi - ray .3 n.t raise any ject«-
"j ns. >j cu the r Hit £ 1. neny fr nt i: he icinity . f-

"n . vka c-miso '. the : .11 .v.r efenso line heavily,
: r. Qkr was rdere to "c ntact :ho ^my, but

n - - ur ; re 1 ;tition f he ' ' 'r'r.jit.

li ht f 23/24 :-cto- f 3 naval lmVin craft ( uns) nd 2

c binod . 3 is cr- ."' sh ul

'

1 ho line
c. ast f .-. Sf .z w.

1 nnrnd, iTaval Staff, rati ::s :.visi n askod for r^-
rt on sldorati ns .

". ii b .3 re^ardin er—
ns :::li'rc„3 :.: :!: r ..? :ion J Crimean cast

.3 at Ian in .

It wis rt„. br U^ J VLu.Z

1) In -" f -.z v 5 -

"~1 Ian in craft ( uns), 4 naval ±~rrj
ar s ^.nd harb r . 3. ' - 1 .-.A. n_ ' in - nich^sk n -_a;-r Is,

rresontly Lly Fr :. ni htfall vmtil awn etw .. . 3tr.v-3iriv.eM
ap-ak ?jnd alc-n;; ;he ir: : i U ... In a iticn, r^c nn-

r I s r s^' . . . ... any siti ti :..

2) . «e lainin - . furry r 3 nd barl r lofense - :s

_a the : . . will '

. : a:r 1 r :... ..:

3) Patrol . . naval forry bar 03 f the 3rd Land-
sia h ssi ...

' -3 - ' ertl _ r

r s-. resontly - -. naval f^rry bar .3 vtr 1 iaily the
:. C^ o Chauda and \sjs ..ul fr n ni htf 11 until

Int si Tic- 1 is • r sod, as saon -.3 ;'. laval ferry
.- ' .31 '

. '. r; .'
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Furthermore,
;
atr 1 f the s^uth coast f the Crimea west f

Thocdosia by naval ferry bar os ,f bho 3rd Landi . Flotilla is

planned. Bases f r those craft vdll be The. V si- an '. Yalta.

Further "^r 1 by the 1st S-boat Flotilla and Crimean r .u; _f

the 3rd liotor Minesweeper Fl tilla in the atrel lines and recon-
naissance lines offsh' re depending on the enemy situation n the
grounds f air-reconnaissance, a outs re; orts and statements f
pris< nors.

The Command • f oho R yal Rumanian Uavy received a report fr m tho
Supreme General Staff, statin-- b at ace .rdin;.; t statements f
captured. Russian fficers seven trans;- rt ships an>l s mo British
and American su' .'marines which were t reinf rc^ the Russian Black
3ea fleet, had passed tho Dardanelles with

; amission >f Turkey.
It was said th t the craft had already arrived in Russian ;.'orts.

On bhe ;rcunds f that rep rt bhe 4th Air i7 rce was a ain ask 1

to establish in tine by continu us air reconnaissance f the Cau-
casus cast and ports any onomy c . ncentrati-. ns and increase f

shipping, Only then would it c possible t recognize the inton-
ti ns f the enemy and t take The necessary counter; leasuros,

U-b: at Situati n :

U 23 reported sinkin .f a 1,000-ton coastal vessel off Anaklia
(15 miles nrt'ai rthwest f P.ti) at 0041. At 0118 U 24 attacked
a 1,500 ton tanker, escorted by 3 : tor minesweepers an.

1

. 2 sub-
marines, in ..ir ?.rce ri '. square 0434; the attack frustrated
as the enemy was warned in tine, At 0500 U 9 returning 'r. r; her
7th enemy eperati n put in t iTie :1 sia a air. t. refuel,

liixtract fr r.t the sh rt report coverin ; b&e period frcm 3 tc 23

October: At 0505 on 6 Oct 'or 2 destroyers that had been reported
by remote reconnaissance ; Ian s cane int sihb; they b mbarded
the c ast at Cape iie an n. The '.at subne-r ;u.' immediately tc

attack; h wever, attack was iven u;: as the unit withdrew to

bhe seaward with hi h speed,

At 0537 Flotilla, Commander, Ch.ark y withdrawinj to the seaward
at a distance f 5,000 m cane intc so ht. At 1625 the destroyer
expledod at a distance* of 15 miles. (Therewith stkas had '.estr yed
the third enemy 'estr per). On the evenin

;
f 6 October U 9 was

at the place where the' !JHARIyOV had sunk; n surviv rs were found.

On 9 and 10 October flank r tecti n for ;he lar c c nv y f com-
bine' operati ns craft (" rikin •" operation)', 'Subsequently the

^at had been in- the perabional are." ff Tapir cl .so t. bhe cast
until 22 Oct ber, no shippin was bserved in the ihache a uth and

in the southern entrance f Tuapse.

I'linesweo; in ; '.ctivity

:

loneswe. in n the Danul as scheduled, Bucys were laid n r.utc

Green fr m n int 29 as far as Beresanski Canal. On bho same r ute

mineswee" in ; lanes swept for nine3 12 tiries with ut success.

Systematic minesweepinj in the arc. iff Cchakov where steamer riHCW
.' :ICII ha.

1 run a r un ! was rdcred; likewise ) ineswee; in in the
are- where bu JRTIj £ had struck a mine and sunk.

COAibluA TI A -27-
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23 Oct &r 1943

lj r ilic :

*
.7 iv - r -

- . : c ff 1 san c hi in t3 - r. 31 ? - Spa
as sc thaut incidents.

24 Cc: .r 1943

_ -lr •- 1 _.-. s _ l:\r.ti n ;

dr r iss-nc. lid n-:t si :.: \ny ..:.;- shi; a; in in cha Black
urin '. yli It. I c nst 1 vessel within rrit rial

ff 3in 3, 1 sailin vessel ff 5aasun, .s c :.-; ~r^ ". with
- r_ vi us ys, shi— in Li r:s f ..n a a rail J n was uhchan
'.'

qt slii in in the 3e-" f Azov.

.ir re nhaissaneb at n n rcy "1. ho if 11 win shi; in in ih

rts: 11 naval 1 its, 6 tu s for naval Ian in

3
'

. ats. Danan: - - r un '
1, U - • . .3, 2 bu s £ r taval

tin ' .ats aril a" ut 20 ;s. jar a: 7 - r - -

ers, 6 1. l'.B.s, 2 s: all arnel craft, 15 tv s f.r na ral 1

ats, 25 naval lai its 1 coastal vessels, alsc 12
- •

n .' v 1 D/F - i a 2u a ri' re r _ . .. ler activity f es-

cort vessels an" trc-1 ' its in the southern art 1 Uu 3ast
C ast nc". sin 1 . . .s n' ut r nineswee; trs at s.

:aa.r 1 "art,

6 su • arines were stoc : 2 in -'... arc" s u thwest ff

tha, Z 3
'

. 2 anu 2 in ihc - :. rn a- Jo?..

Own Situation s

ter f recast far ria v r ssisk an f .z v:

li lit northeasterly a a "s, visilility 15 miles, f \z: ver
1:' an

1 in ;he c .stal s.ct r.

n request f tho ..r.a f r tr p trai Lear \rr

z f naval ferry 1 r s, a. -- s rlor : t - 53", -- 132
."..rs n sh ul ' . bc_ f.r rts 2" -aun-

•a a terson ? Nikclaiov r C ! ,ssa C a a .: . I ::

r . was r;el with :• . ... v--l I iais n -

.
"- was as : r .er ster Jenoral,

c nvurt ' laval ferry ar js f r tho tr ns rt

.

1200 n 25 Dctol sr the r ute -essa-Cchak v-ICiors n was
in f r ship; in . tier, C:nv ~ts vrl sc rts was

I r- .a -. -_r f ' ....':.
. he sal

re f^r transfer is ntza, shi sh uld transferred
i

. ui: lo ... -
_ n layin irra - S. A 0500

15 naval r .5 ut ut fr : a. iov f r vas ; .1.

2235, ?"rt -jiler, .> ijechet r. pt b several flare
. . [arkinitski Bay t iihe n-rth-

2200. «t 2200 several ro rts n anti-aircr ft

.." a ir^cti

-28-
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24 Oct bur 1943

At 1342 6 enemy planus attacked 3f--.lt with 24 baobs. iiJt r ship
LGA was clajva ed. Further ' mbs full on the jetty, 2 men jf bhe

Navy -Mi'
1

. 3 men f the civilian crow were killed, 1 aan heavily
wounded, 2 men sli

:
:htly wounded.' 1 -.lone was probably ill t I wn.

On the ni ht f 23/24 Oct or 4 ' xats f the 1st &-Bbat F-, billa
carried jut the operation a ;-ainst .novo ^.s scheduled. The ni ht
reconnaissance plane could not takts )ff . n account -f \r unci f .

••.

„t 2055 during approach t. Anapa en^a^ement with 2 ;unb ats and 2

escort vessels close t the coast, 3 28 fired a torpud at a ;on-

at; the torpedo nissod its tar out. After firo had been jpeno..
1

.,

.' ur E-bcats were Ado out by 'oho searchlights . n the c ast aid were
firo! on by the --un

1

. ats and by 7.6 j'h uns from ashore, .ifter the
eneray ~unl

.-its had come .ut f si^ht luring their withdrawal from
the c ast, doe ' ats t_ k up lurking \ sition in the reconnr.issance
lino close ti bhe c ost os far as Osereika valley. i:c enemy ship-
in' was observed,

4 ' ats ;*ut in tc Ivan Baba ~\ ;ain at 0240.

C ntrary to oho first impressi^n, the i5-b at attack n bhe Anapa
r ads -n the ni ht of 23 Oct ber must have been anticipated by the *

enemy. As a countermeasuro, the tussion had laid out a atr 1 lino,
sc that surprise attack was impossible, and furtiiurr. r^, the enemy
was able to repulse the J-b-ats with bis searchli hts and c astal
ains,

b-
1
- at operati ns were r osod f r the ni ht f 24/25 Oct or,

as bhe E-boats had boon .ut n opera ion for fjur ni hts. However,
immediate readiness f r action from 1600 bo 0500 was ordered t 3

S-boats,

At 0410 3 42 ".nd 3 45 put in t Ivan Baba from C^nstantza*

thin -

-; to report fr m patr 1 f± bhe- s uth c: ast f the Kerch
peninsula :n the ni .ht f 23/24. Oct ber,

Durin -he f 11 wir ni ht 5 naval ferry bar.es sh uld. put "ut

from Theodosia o.t 1600 for ; atrol lino in the Kerch itraits,

LTothin ; be report from ; ?.tr 1 in bho Kerch Strait n the ni ht

of 23/24 Oct ber.

• • On the ni ht f 24/25 Oct. or 3 naval ferry barges "

n
' 4 harb r

defense \ 003 sh uld put t sea from Kerch at 1630, for patrol
in the Kerch Straits, fhe 5th ! ittery f tfaval 3unnory Detachment
IT . 613 ru~ rted :nc un temporarily non-operational due U hits
by enemy ;uns luring the day, junfire and 1 w-level atbacks of

I mbers a ainst the c ' at post f SLti ;en. . casualties,

'.' thin b. re; .rt fro: patrol between Cstrov-Biriuchi ond Arabat-
skaia hea Hand,

At 1600 3 n- val ferry b.or .s put ut fr n Gonichosk f r ; atro.

stween Biriuchi and Cirilovkaj 2 l^ar ,r '.ofenSu ! \ts n , atr 1

itween 00 and Ch krok and 2 c . ... ined ; oriti ns oinosw^epors
n patr 1 between Buchta and G rka, Furtherm re. on thur 3 naval

ferr ! or js sh uld atr 1 adliti nally between -- .clrta an.
1
. ..rob-

atskaia hea Hand s uth f Ch krok. rho n-.-r-.l Ion 'in' croft ( ins)

should put ut fr.o: Jenichosk -t 1820.

CO. ?" o..TI.>L -29-
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24 Cct \r 1943

In tho c urse f a iiscussi^n with C :_. ndur, U 9 the letter its

rdored t put :ut it loCC be continue th . 3r .in a i st :ho

enongr. linc^ in view f ' - lar nunber f shi s in .diapa current
traf ic rs t. be exroeto-: jtwoen Ghclenjik - .' vor ssisk - jiapa,

U 9 was ~ssi •:-.. '. h . /r i n I. area "litis". In r ler t

lor rea r free Ion f ~.cti.n he w s ass r : ri-

al are; ir i! as .alternat i "J. ^"., t where ic cull
transfer at will i c s s

'. ' e rx nized - in

rea "litis" r ho sh uld i nd nit after s le l.-s bhat w rth-
c ivos Vor. :": t to t .:: scted there.

• as rlcrc.1 t break ff iihe sec nd r.r: :f the per .in s;

early th : -at will .nt^r Ccristantza ,n 3 -~ "•'- r 1943.

'J 9 r,; r;.' le artur, fcr area "litis" CC.

.Iinesweo" in'" -.: iivi i

iX~ j_n ves.Stel . 193 leswoe in Lanes

swept f r twines as scholuledj m nines gwe t, : Khers:n: -- : sp-

in planes re; rtedly swept : srson Canal for \ ines 13 tines.

- Khcrs n Dchak v was ; -/.. la ir.fr shi" i. .

•
—

"
l----r"-rfic ;

Crir.-c" c r.v 73 and c nv -s in the western ] : Sea is schedule .

re; rt,

25 Oct " jr 1943

31. -for
•

1 -b*v ;7' Situ/vti j^:

7li ftt r_c nnaissance re r n ay shi le
Elick Sea ~r_ . 3oa f ..z v. ' I"> reconnaissance; 1 ni ht 3-

c is C ihu weather. - 1 3,5" ion assen .r shi waa si

ih urkish c "s:_, iorly c urse. Shi in ; rts cf
th - C ast was as - 3:

--. - a : 5 n t r . :. 2 .. .Z.s, 1~ iu 3 and 25 ictvr land-
iS.

Ghelon.lik : - Lnesi rs, 1 - k1
., I ,s, 27

r Ian :, 7 tu-s, 10 c asial vessels .nd s . 1: '-.tors,

t I 3,000 i; ns, 11 ihor '

, 1 .utward
'

un'..

v r ssisk; 2 tu ;s, 3 " r las Lin ats, 1 r t at, 1 snail
c as ssc-1, 7 ' ats.

- :. :
': r Ul 3, . . .s, 27 a r 1 r.

.. sc rt v.: ^a as well -s 9 ats.

3

.

: 1 '

-i vr .r, 5 - 3, 8 :.: t r ni rs, 12
. . . ,s 4 ffsh r.^., 26 :.:

': r 1 . ;s t t 101 in 4
r ws, 1 .sc • ssd, 1 s 7,000 : n tanker, 4 fr^i hters,

asta] v Is ut 25 s.

L -3C-
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25 Oct bcr 1943

Sochi: 4 lar ;e motor minesweepers and 1 coastal vessel.

Sukhum; 3 coastal vessels arid 7 boats.

Gudauty : 3 coastal vessels.

Moderate activity of motor niinesweepers off the north coast of the
Caucasus

.

Ihippin;- in Ports of di e 3oa of ..zov :

Yeisk:- 11 nqtor un -.cats, 1 K.'T.B.., about 3 motor landing boats,

4 tugs, and 30 small boats,

Prinorsko: 4 motor ;am boats, 6 rioter landing boats, 2 tugs, 55
boats.

Crluahoi Canal : 14 riotor am boats, 4 Ll.T.B.s, 25 ferries.

3 aki

:

25 boats, partly ashore.

Kamyshevatka ; 14 boats, .also partly ashore.

Kuchu -ur/: 2 boats.

The further increase in number of ships, very particularly of troop
landing craft in the harbors of ..napa and Gheleniik was striking.

In connection with the continuous bom.- r.rdement of Kerch and of the
coast north an I south of Kerch and the continuous reinforcement of

the enemy artillery on the eastern shore of b! e Kerch Strait, this
increase of shipping was clear proof that the enemy intended to
land across the Kerch Strait.

Main Naval D/F Station reported moderate activit of M.T.B.s and
motor minesweepers in the northern part of the jast C ast, while
in the southern part there was only normal activity of single
si all craft. 2 submarines were detected in bhe operational area
in the northwestern black Jea, 3 submarines off the west and south-
west coast of the Crimea and 1 in the eastern "lack oca with un-
known position,

Cwn Situation ;

leather forecast for Supatoria - Kovorossisk and 3ea of ..zov:

winds northeast to ^ast, force 2-3, fair, fog patches over land
and in the coastal area.

Enemy submarines attacked a fairlj'- 1 .r e towed convoy proceeding
from Sevastopol to .,k Mechet about 4 mil^s west of ..k Mochet,

2 torpedoes were fired. One hit was scored en lighter PYJ ... 5, her
foreship was torn off. The li htor was towed in to ..k iiechet and
put ash'., re, . xcept for one man the crew was saved. Thu second
torpedo ran ashore. • •

-Kb 1515, Ship 19 and 3 submarine chasers put out from -Jc ilechet for

anti«submarine patrol at the xlacc of attack west of -Jc Mocliet.

CCKFIDK 'TI.bL -31-

SECURITY INFORlftTICN



-1A21-

25 -- 3 -3

Lac >f e st was further itr O : r . cb scars.

7r.i:-.t :-.:::. v.ss-.l 7..I - likewise proc athin the con-
by - rial t rj s

v stopol tc less vror, it in
to ut r ... : : f inrush r.

.5-1 ili i. : s'.: . : .
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fr* . E.J . - r : ::::.. ulshc . .1-. 1
••

s : re boja hit by * iti-€ Lr craft - .
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3- .
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. r.i. . la on the f ~l ct r.
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5 lei 3i3 f :

•

.3
: r 1333 1 3
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25 October 1943

At 1700, the 1st 3-beat Flotilla reported that" 5 boats had put to
sea in accordance with the above orders, (As 1 bo t of the first
group was not ready to-sail, roc >nnaissance patrol after the
attack was therefore renounced).

The Commandor of the 30th Ilotor i-iinesweeper Flotilla was ordered
by Gkd-s Chefs, 264 to lay barrage 3 73 in Theqdosia Bay (see
enclosure).

engagement with the enemy durin-., patrol on the ni ht of 24/25
October 3 naval ferry barges and 4 harbor '.of^nse boats should
bake up the patrol lino on the night f 25/26 October from 1130 to

1155 onorr/ 15 en suns shelled the northern :.nd southern jetties of

Kerch,

No damage tc naval installati ns.

On the ni ht of 24/25 October craft n extended patrol off oiriuchi
peninsula and Arabatskaia headland did net contact the enecy and
put in again to Qeniehcsk after the tosh had been carried out,

y 1630 fcr hydr< graphic survey in the area jf Utiutsku- man two
c -' ined operations boats that had put tc sea fron Linan at 0745
completed their task. Survey revealed bhat landing -est ond north-
west of Girclcie (Kiril-vka) is possible fcr naval ferry bar s

about. 1 - 2 miles effshore,

On bhe niht of 25/26 Oct ber patrol os n the previous lay would
be carried out by 2 naval ferry bar os, 3 naval bo;.;: craft ( ;uns)

and 2 combined operati ns minesweepers.

.'.t 082G 10 bombers att?.cked Arabatskaia he -.Aland in the vicinity
of the airfield, The planes machine- unned the 1st and 4th batt-
ery. ITc Aooa 0.

..t 2140, ilaval Shore C mmandor, Ukraine reported bhat in the ceurse
f the next 24 h urs Biriucha and the peninsula between Ultiukski
Han and x-iolochnoie would be .completely evacuated, -V. naval
ferry bar ;es t be withdrawn fr m patrol s.rvico should trans;: rt

off the tr :ps fr m bhat area,

Cn account f the front situation anc! the withdrawal ;f the rain
lofense li. ~, ITaval Sh:.re C^m.voider, Ukraine was ordered to bond
over t' bhe krmy all naval land units stationed at Gcnichesk for

employ/ oot .n land, rhw naval landin cr .ft ( uns) '.nd naval
ferry bar os'were tc c . bine further coastal patr 1, ond, if the
.r.oy desired, bombard ant f eneny r sitiens .n Biriuchi peninsula
and aast f it.

' Furthermore, 1 oval Shore C nmander, Ukraine was rdered tc prepare
Immediately bhe necessary trucks required f r a possible transfer
of the naval land units fr n -.oichosk. C mnander . f die 3rd
Landing Craft Flotilla ( uns) uid I aval 3h.re C ox iider, Ukraine
were rder " by k 1 s-Chefs, 266 t bake any necessary measures
sj .hat the 3rd Landing Craft ol ,illa ( uns) was ready should
evacuati n f Jrenichesk bee mo necessary.

] FID . :i.L -33-
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25 ^r 1943

U-1;:—'c 3itu~ti p.:

I Li n - bs SB 3 oni C3 6 reported ready f r act'i n were

lered tc carry ut snti-submrine patr 1 in bhe :vrea south . ff

rtch i t.' £he I ;cts were t put cut iron Sevastopol at 05C0
:n 26 Oct -r, an ' t leave bhe operational area .n 2J October in

due tiiTe, s. is iN
- ?.r iv ?.t int Brown 5 at OiOO for j int r.-

turn " iss - vastopol.

Task: .ttnek - ainst onecy su rr es rnd surface f rc_s at vail
\ssi n _T ti nal oruas. attack ?. oiiast surface for

-utsiie the issi n •'. areas was prohi itea, as our own conv y
traffic was passin that orua.

..i:\ . swee-pi -"
- .'.c ivity:

: iv ;- :f mincsw . i planus - Danu! _ :n -.cc.ur.t .f

an "ine trouble.

vast 1: - "-vO
r' r -fonsc -1 ilia cut on '. ."'last- 1 an inertia

c ntact : • lair. lay.

' "3u "ly ~r~ IC ic :

avoys ff the Origan G ast and in the western iulack iea were
carried ut ace r "_.-.

: to plan. ;:c ./t for :'
- t r.\-_n: :f li ht-

er PY1TA 5 and of frei^it t wi: • vessel ILJirDU.G fron the bowed

c nvy proceeding •frcrs 1 . ,ss via .,k Litschct, nothii

special tc report,

26 October 1943

3ir_f^r - 1 -Jiu::.y 3ibv.-vti _ i

:

--li ht nd ni^ht r^c rmoiss nee did net si ht any en .-.. - r neutt*

ral shippin in the entire .1 .ck 3q and 3o; f ^z-v. lie reconn-
aissance r ports f tho Caucasus in f .zcv,

liiin "."'V .1 . ii?n ro; rtod iuring ihe day ~. ly sli ;ht actlvi-
ty f li.T.B.s in ihe n rthorn part. In, the :

ronin . h urs boorin s

were token f ~ minesweeper in the area f Puapse. In bhe cars^
^f th. lay 6 su marines were :.cto* in radic .r~.ffic: 2 in ;

r. i western Black iu:,, 2 iii h irer west n ' s v. hwest f the
Cr:' . - and- 2 \-ith unknewn ->ositi - .

ir forecast f r ria - '.' vor ssiskand f .z v: E

st, f rcu 3, cloudy, visibility 15 - ilos, :. rnii r haze.

In connection '.rith irsninent jVacuation .f bhe Criruja (sc. fur-
ther ' elow) bhc C ' r f the 30th . t r - neswee er Fl t 11a

carry r ut uinelayin assi t 3 73 f r bhe
. .1 ferry bar 3 were t r In svastopcl

n.

r, C nv ys an-.", sc rts, Dlack 3oa vr.s ini r ied bhat laying
f ".rr 47 was until further notice, an ..- - t.r

. sw >ors i. ' tho Cr- wert laced sal
f r /sc rt uties.
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dccording tc a pep rt received fron I rt Corunander '. ik ki^v,
nines x/cro :.':scrv^-' i liave ! eon clp pod in bhe southern 2 cb;-.rL,

Thereupon bhe fairway and the harb r f llikolaiev wore cl sod.

*
,Jith consent f C : ; uider, G nvoys and ^sc rts, Black 3ua the
Ochakov - Nik laiov ruuto was opened a oin for shipping, Ship 19
as well as 3 subiaarine chasers that had put to s^. for the place
of the torpedoing of bhe TYied 5 searched bhe area 5 Ldlos west . f

. Ak liechet without success, and put in again tc dk Liochet at 1045.

Naval Shore Comuandor, Crimea was ordered :. - .'. .liver 4 ouns _-f

btery Sevastopol west for tasks in bho .idriatic. The 1-Laval

Fortress En-plnoer Battalion and bhe Ordnance Arsenal wore t speed
up transfer by so- f the guns to Constantsa. Loadin: in r.cc rd-

ance with the orders f Commander, C nvoys and dsc rts, Crimean
C <.st and Transhipment Staff ...

Air raid warning in \ lta fr ... 0D44 be 0900 and from 1149 to 1155.
He enemy action.

The st^rn f fr .i htv-r UAIiA'Jb which -as loavily damaged b;- the
third '.: Lib hit was under water. 3cud in.'- Y pumps was in vain.

The craft was t ,wed t bho r a '.s, s as not b '1 ck the harbor :f

Yalta, There it capsized mi' sank in 10 Meters .f water, .".bout 1

motor of the wrecked f reship jutted cuo from the water, At 1925

a li ht signal was observed in bhe Yalta raounbaihs; an anti-aircraft
batter;'' in Yalta immediately fired at bhese signals, xlien the

si nal vr.s n nure /'serve'., ..cc rdin , to statement of \ Aunanian
Mountain >ivision, lidit si rials had been observed in bhe entire

coastal 3ector al n bhe c ast, sc that oner^r operati ns were tc

he expected.

On die night :f 26/2? Oct ' er 2 r ups ,.C the 1st .d-bcat Flotilla
operated in the area fi bhe i! rth c ast ;f bho Caucasus ff .avapa

as scheduled, .3 .n after 2200 the first jrou-: sighted an enemy

escort vessel (: . t :r un ' at), they attacked immediately and. with-
drew slowly to bhe south^ s. as tc divert the attonti n ? the
escort vessel from the s c nd roup. Rig diemy esc:rt vessel re-
turned the fire vnd then withdrew t bhe cast, L! further escort

vessels were observed west nd s uth i f .Aia; a. return at 0030; ..t

ah ut 0100 :n reverse course 2 itussion L. i'.3,s with hi h speed,

range abcut 2,000 meters, Fire was net opened because f bhe hi h
speed . f the craft which came s n .ut cf si ht, hhilo bhe first
roup was engaged wit'; the eneigr "".-r l-hrt, the second roup was

off j^apa and requested f ur aircraft larachute flares fro:, the
ni ht reconnaiss nee planej however, the flares appeared too far
n-.rt oast of the harbor, sc bhat nothing could be found out. des-

pite the fire duel, the eneciy patrol vessel 'remained ffshore
' chan in;; its position several ti.~s. It was >bserved bhat compared

with previous days the ?„ctivity f searchli hts and 'anti-aircraft
;uns ha', considerably Hocreasodj thus it vr.s concluded that bho

.aissi".ns ' .

'. recb nized c operati n between ur S-boats and the

ni ht r^c nnaissance plane, and bhat they attache! now particular
importance b: bho activity cf theip patrol ' ats. Scon oft.r 2300,
six t rpedo-oS were fired b oho harbor northwest ..-' bho jetty, 1

ran a r und. The ...x; ectod detonations did n t take pi Co. Pro-
bable reason: The torpod ^s ran .n the very flat c ast .r into the

net barra-Tu recently laid in fr nt f bhe I ~.r\ r.

; 1 ri l -35-
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Subsequently both groups carried out reconnaissance patrol and out

in a ;ain b i Ivan labe at 0300.

At first no operations were planned for ^he ni ht of 27 October
3 boats in irjraediate readiness from 2100 to 0200.

I thi to report from patrol of. the south coast of bhe Kerch
peninsula between Cape Chauda and Cape Takil n ihe ni ht of 25/26
Oc+ober on 'oho ni ht of 26/27 October patrol as on the previous n:

Prora 1230 to 1250 air attacks on rheodosia,

First wave; 6 IL 2, low-level att .ck, altitude 400 neters, bombs
achine- .am fire on the harbor. • 1 IL 2 was shot down and crash- I

cd in '-.he harv
r basin.

Second wave: 5 IL 2 ond 6 LAGG 3, low-level attack, altitude 300
meters, bonbs and iachine ;un fire, 2 planes were shot lown. Mo

dama ;e to naval installations ash re. Durin withdrawal oho planes
attacked a convoy enroute from Cape Chauda tc [ 1 sia 3 ndles
west of Cape Hi with 1 :>rdbs and :.-.chine un fire, iwc men aboard
a harbor defense boat were sli jhtly wounded, nc further ;e.

bhin; tc report from patrol on bhe r^}. ht of 25/26 bctober on ode
ni ht of 26/27 October 3 naval ferry bar ;es and 4 ' arbor lefense
boats should carry cut patrol as n bhe previous days. During bhe

day a \in enory unfire, bo noteworthy da: a "0 or casualties, Our
own batteries :' .rb.l successfully enerjy 1 craft >ff bhe
danan c ast.

Nothing to report fror. patrol between iriuchi peninsula ond Chok—
rak.

The naval ferry r s evacuatiio ,
br ops fron Biriuchi peninsula

entered JSenichesk at 0500 laden ond put out /..in t, biriuchi irsne-

liabely after dischar 0, ...do 17,00 3 nava3| ferry bar es Mid at 1315
another 2 naval ferry bar .-s put out fr n uenichesk tc fetch the
last troops fr n Biriuchi headland.

bho ni ht :£ 26/27 ct .ber 3 naval landing craft ( uns) nd 2

coi.ibined operoti ns 1 Dabs sh ulcl carry ut patrol between Biriuchi
n 1

On krak.

< •

nee bhe -ay had ordered as 0. rocauticnary Measure with ut li-
.ion sh rt-*tomcd evacuation f ihe Crimea, C..:.:n^r, Convoys

and Use rts, CLack Sea. mcb.the Jea .' • nsport Offices in Jic western
ick 5ea were or .lured be so. • i 1 .^ ': n

.
, ly oil transports bo bhe

Cri ea, and b trapsfer with utmost s- ud all stoa ^rs, freight
towin vessels '\n

r
\ auxiliary sailin . vessels re ,dy to sail in c n-

v ys without cor . , tc Sevastopol for a s ecial operation. The
ships wore be arriv- in Sevastopol n bhe ; ornin f 29 bet er at

. la'- ,st. Ships lyin in the jrths laden r half-laden were tc

lischar ' b iiately, as dor as disphar.3e was possible until
arture f nv ys t Sevastopol, Ships requirin

;
ballast

were to Le laden - :'obo.ly.

C FI -36-
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Canwander, Convoys and Escorts Elack 3oa, was ordered io sund all
available escort forces and naval ferry bar.jos into action inue-
diatoly for convoy escort. Inadequate protection of :ho convoys had
to be taken intc bhe bargain. On the evening the amy reported
bhat the short—terr,ed evacuation ordered in the forenoon, was can*?

celed at first. Thereupon bhe above qrder was recalled iianediately.

U-b at 3itu at ion ;

CD 3 and CB 6 put cut frora Sevastopol at 0525. The Italian Naval
Coraaando Sevastopol was ordered to have the 2 C3 boats return frora

the operational area to Sevastopol on oho raorniri jf 27 October.
The beats should arrive in the harbor before ni litfall. Hie cor.n-

ander of bhe 30th U-boat Flotilla was ordered not to scr.J U 18 t

Sevastopol, but to carry mt'the planned operation iron Const antza,
U 18 received an operational "order for 27 October 1230; she should
attack imediatcly, if any particularly valuable tar ots should bo
r.et birinv appr aoh to the. operational area, attention of the b-

ats in the operational areas was called to.the result of the -air

reconnaissance of Tuapse (7, 000-ton tanker stuaning as well as 3
1,200-ton froi .boors) and Gholenjik.

JMinesweepiJif; .Ac tivity ;

bineswuo^or planes swept for :oin.,s on the Danube without succoss.
Several chock sweeps vor the Kherson Canal as well as )ver the
Bu • without succoss.

As ' inos were observed bo - b^en dropped .,n the ni lit of 25/26
October the Bu ; was closed for shipping ten- .rarily frou the bridge
of the 3u~ as far as Voloshki; however, it was opened a ain in the

meantine with agreement f Connandor, Convoys and Bsccrts, Black Sea.
Further .-porati ns of rninesweeping pianos were planned. Motor tiine-

sweepers laid a line of channel buoys in front of the harbor entrance
cf Sevastopol, The area was swept with opopesa ;ear :n both sides
of the buoy lino; n. mines swept.

Dimly Traffic ;

Convoys off bhe Cri.oa c ast and in the western Black j^" \s schedul-
ed. Nothing tc ren rt.

C ?Ib-:bT- .- -37-
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iforo'i' 1 Aoci .vy Sitviti _n

:

Air reconnaissance .lid not sight any enemy shipping in bho Black
Sea n ' 3oa of A-aov, Ag,'.in weather did not - permit • roc nnaissance
f bho Caucasus and 31ack >ea ports.

The 1st Air Corps reported that at 0135 probably 3 what was pre-
sumed to

u
'^ motor minesweepers had '.con sighted 15 niLs northwest

of Anapa.

in Naval D/F Station upatoria reported at 1C35: Hie Fleet Conaa-

and currently entertains modcrabo radio communication with ill

fairly large vessels, Puttin- tc sua :>f those \iss„ls is not yet
positive.

It is not out of bhc question bhat radio communication was ain
it preparat ry ioceptibn,

*

For the rest, radio traffic revealed activity of A.iVB.s :.nd iotor

minesweepers in the northern part .f bhe .. st Coast. In the fore—
n 3 submarines wero detected in the are; south f th. Crinea.

..t about 0030 Icadar Station tio, 9 located several .jectivos on
southerly courses at sea . ff bho n rthwestern entrance i.i bhe

Kerch Strait,

Cwn situation:

ither forecast for Supatoria t< Nov r.ssisk: winds northeast t

east, force 2-3, in bhc afternoon from n rtheast, freshenin u; tc

f rce (+ .r 5, partly li ht showers. Visibility 6-10 miles. In
the aftern on in bho are-*! south of bho Crinea is far as iuapse south
t, southeast, rapidly increasin swell,

C nander, Sscorts and C nvoys, Black 3wa was .rAR' t c ntinue
re ar bi ns f r minefield Z 47. For that purpose bhe Crimea ;,-roup

the 3r " . b r Minesweeper Flotilla was placed it lis'posal. D^r
cisi'n is t whether minefield 3 Z|7 was b bo lii I by the .iCi-Lu'-IIA

or by 2 naval ferry bar 2s (nines) would '

u b ken pro. .1 ly n the
lorning .f 23 C ct ' ~r.

Tho Commander >f bhe 30th . btor Minesweeper Fl tilla was ordered t.

Lir ct orsonally tho transfor of the notor minesweeper r up (-wO

consistin f the F 305, F 306 and F 312 from Sevastopol t Thoodo-
sii on 27 'ct..

1

v.r. Preparations f r uinolayin sh ul '. •_ :.iade so

early that minelayin c uld 1 a In in oho aftern n f 23 October
2 naval ferry barges were handed over t. C mmander, 1st S-boat

.ilia f r '.he foren n f 29 .ct.' or for partial evacuation _f
the .-' -\t base f Ivan Babaj the argos were t loaded io; :e-

liately with valuable Material not ur ntly needed in Ivan la' a.

C : .
- Lor, 1st 3-1 at Flotilla was r ere;" bhat bhis oust by nc

ns Act further W .t perati ns from Ivan Baba, At first
24 b ro'os sh ul ' be loft in Ivon Baba, the rouainin t rpedoes
should be 1 n bho naval ferry ' ar ..s. ( r "or was amenledj

•- Italian b rped ls were transported off), Aho naval f^rry
barjes sh ul ' be 1 ado at no tfall .n 29 Octcl _r in then '

t

ready t ut ut t 3 vast 1.

C -38-
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Inquiry was made bo bhe 1st 3~b„>at Flotilla as b. whether from the
viewpoint of navigation (dpproaoh of Ivan i>' *. Luring f/- 2nd dark
ni.hts) there were any objections against a shallow minefield to
protect the Saracken f Ivan Sal from enemy landin s.

The 1st IMDoat Flotilla was to carry out bhe minelayin oper bion
off Tuapse n the ni ht of 27/28 October as scheduled, os far as

weather w s favorable, (Possible postponement f bhe minelayi
operation on account of the we?.ther had tc be expecbed).

At 1310 3 naval ferry- barges -\nc« the ',... group of motor minesweeper
consisting :f'4 boats, put out from Sevastopol for Thoodosia, Naval
Shore Command, Caucasus roporbed that naval ferry barge F 135 ran
aground in front of the harbor of Thecdosia on bhe night .f 27/23
•October and that li hter 103 filled with water, Uecovery it bhe
naval ferry barge was intended at dawn,

Nothing bo report from patrol .ff bhe south coast 1 bhe Kerch
peninsula :n bhe ni ht f 26/27 October. Cn the following ni ,ht,

• atrol same as >n*the pr^vi us '".ays, However, increasing doterior-
iation of the weather force:! the b ts bo put in a- ".in to Thoodosia
at 2230. Naval Sh re Commander, Caucasus further reported bhat 2

planes were sh t down in bhe course it bhe Sec nd attack n Theodosia
carried out ;y 17 enemy planes on 26 October, Nv doaa o or .s caused
in bhe harbor.

U" n inquiry, Naval Hi oh Comaand, 0; orati ns i&visi n, V: val Staff
had boon infcrj'ied it bhe basic plans r ;arding operations x ilaval

forces to protect the Crimean C ast fr m enemy attempts at landing
(see *ar Diary of 23 October)] since Group 3:uth objected that b-

b ats are little fit f r -abr.l service, it was additi nally re-

p rted:

jifciployment of E-boats for patrol Mid reconnaissance assignments b.

defend enemy abteapts at lancing is intended only when there is de-
finite evidence of an imminent attack; then the boabs*aro b. oper*-

ate from the* patrol lines and reconnaissance lines bo attack bhe

enemy f. rces, if possible, in cooperate n with bhe ni ht reconn-
aissance plane.

Furthermore it is intended tc fight enemy forces which could not bo

stopped before landing both with naval ferry barges on patrol off
the south c ast f the Kerch

; oninsula or lyin
;
in Thecd sia and

with boats of bhe 1st i*-boat Flotilla, lying in immediate readiness
from ni htfall until iawri (as far as they are n t at sea). Should
the b-b . ats bo out n operation, bhe >poratien is to be broken ff
immediately, and bhe S-boats ".re tc attack bhe landing flotilla.

Furthermore it is planned t aid tc he minefields 3 71 uid S 72
on ther minefield S 73 pro: ^sed b be laid n 25 Oct ber to protect
the Seuth c ast f bhe Crimea fr m enemy landin s.

Subsequently laying f Ul-Z* minefields is intended in bhe Kcktebol
on.'! Borackun bay west and e :st .f Ivan Sal a which areas are partic-
ularly lial 1. b enemy landin s; h wevcr, firsb bhe 1st g-b..at Flo-
tilla vr.s t examine whether these minefields could render a; pr ach
to Ivan b.' a hirin

;
j ; and Lark nights lifficult,

CCiTrOii IL'i -39*-
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V thir t revert fron atrcl in the -rch 3tr it n the ni ht f

26/27 Oct ":or. - foil wii ru ht rl 3 -.._ g te pre-

vi US "3.

3 naval i\rr- r ^s ( uns) Mid 2 c per-aii na its 2 tr 1-

lir stw iriuchi peninsula and ..rabatskaia a ri the

it f 26/27 October" re-entered Jenichesk at 0530; n th . -

r rt.

vtvi ferry bar js carried out evacuati n i ... -iriuchi peninsula
as sc'-^.-. '

.

a tc ni ht f 27/28 2 Ian in craft ( ;ons), 2 naval ferry bar m
2 ccs i... >ats will carr atrol.

U-

The tw Italian CI . . in suonarine chase in rea

:h f Jartch " int, • ut in : Jovastoj 1 at 1325 :>n 27 Oct ' .r

[ravin-? s nes ~~.

"..'-
I U 18 put ut fr/-E Constantza f„r c _r :i nal area :ff
-

jratc 2 ai 3t the o. y. Fhc \t was _ with 5
torpedoes.

_ :i. -5--%_.~i:'. .etivitp; :

assipasionts ff 3 v st 1 were carri-d ut as schedul-
ii* ut result.

reral check sweeps f ndneswee ir i .-s v„r th^ Bu lith ut

success. ••"
- i - eweopin lanes in the aube area

. f nfavoraolt; weather.

i- .— -Tic:

Supply traffic wit! ut inc: >s« In iao afttsrn :n air- '" ter—
i rati n f ihe weather ;tcd nfavor' 1;- farther c .--: y plann-

28 Oct ' st 1943

fer i :

i . ni ht roc nnaiss ncc lid .. ; si it ny y r neutral
shi n 1 : ni 3e~. f .z.v. sr lid n : jr It

Assance f c sus slack rts,

.'.t 182C >. a Ghr ni radar station located an at s

it 30 lies . st f C- r r.i a southwest c urse.

laval 0/? Station toria re rted rain :. activity
f lar r 5 all -_r jls ,::c t f:r *

- rain;; frc

restern . i sil^nc^ in r^a f he ii_..t.

_ ..



-1430-

23 October 1943

dt noon a destroyer and a minesweeper wore letecbod in bhe s >uthern

part .f the iast Coast f bhe Caucasus; on the evonin ihey proceed-
ed in northeastern 'irocticn and were informed . f : bo p sition f

an unidentified vessel sailin ; 30 rdLles south f Sochi :t about

nddni ,ht. In addition^ s~me .T,3.s wore si r;hte-d in bhe sdubh part

of the Caucasus'.

3 submarines were detected in the area off the west c.asb f ihe

Crimea, 1 submarine with unbn.wn position in bhe central Black o^a.

Own Situation:

Weather' forecast for Supatoria t K vorossisk: winds northeast,

force 6, su.Iden squalls up be ibrco 8, cloudy, local sh wa-s, vis-
ibility 20 idles.

dec r:bin; be r^ ort from the ITavol <jh re C mnandor, Ukraine bhc dray
is supposed fcc ovacuabu Gonich sk on 29 October (in command: the
6th -,rrr/ High Gjrsr. nd, n t bhe 17th ..my Hi h C ire \nd stationed on

the Crimea). The land units of bhc Navy will havo b 1-ave bhe pert
Ly 1700 on 25 October . Hew there exists bhe situation I had feared
would arise, when decreeing as a precaution, the >rdor for subsequ-
ent employment in bhe Sea of .'»zov of bhe landing craft (puns) and

naval ferry bar - s laiv in Genichesk, should Geniche3k have to be
abandoned (see d-- ndix . 3m Gkdcs Chefs. 266/43 enclosed tc :ar

Diary of 25 October).

However, in view :f bhe present weather which accordin tc report
from the meteorological station, will not change ev^n n 29 October,

putting t sea f the Landing craft ( ;uns) is out of the question.
The boats are severely lama ;ed, so that durin-; previous operati ns

bho3r partly took in water even with a sea .f force 2-3. I there-
fore order lostriction f die landin;; craft ( uns) after removal of
the 8.S anl 2 en .uns should Genichesk bo abandoned.

In view -f bhe strcn n rbheast wind a 1 n;;er sojourn of the naval
ferry bar ~s in the Sea of ..z v for coastal pr tecticn, as provided
in the orders 1 25 Cctcl er is imp_s.-.»iblo t

' II w vor, I shall try
to have them proceed through bhe Kerch Strait; losses during pass-
a e will have tc ' taken into the bar ;ain, thou h.

In the morning bhe naval ferry bar s received die followin orders:

1. F 303, 492, 493 and 577 t. transfer from Guiichesk tc Kerch ;n

29 Oct ber.

2. It is rdered in additionally:
a) the unit is bo ut t.. s.a at 0300 en 29 Get ber and to bime

passaae so that Kasantip will be assed at al ut loOO, Caao
Chr ni at a ut 2100.

b) Passage alon : drabatskaia headlanJ cl.^e b he coast. Pass

n.rth f our -.
j.m lander areas in the dratabskaia Cay ind

Kasantip Bry, Pr ewed under c ver f bhe c ~.st fr. n Cape
Chr ni t Yenikalo as far as s^. lopth permits. Between
Capo F nar'and lenikalo from 45° 23.2' P rth, 36 39.6' bast
via 45 21,9' N rth, 36° 38, 7 « b.sb to 45° 20.7 ' North,
36° 37.2' East; b. not pass over bhat Line in eastern lir-

t oCti n,

" Fib:; 1'L.d -41-
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c) .,ny enemy f rccs bhat mi hij a - oar -.rv

-.11 means while
;
ass-. ^ ?<.s c tinuod,

d) The crows of bhe naval for y ar -s ?i\

att xkod with

- roinf reed b-r

part of bho crews f bho land: , craft ( una) loft ' ohi

JLnichosk, so as be ruinf rc^ the -defensive forces articu—
larly a ainst att rcpts at boardin . and be equip thorn ade-
quately with arias.

e) dadio service: K.O.

f) In coi.ir.nd: dctin? Flotilla Com \nder, 3rd Landin draft

Flotilla (ains).

3. Naval 3h ro Commander is to insttro unintorrupt I inf r abion f

tho c ast. Do n t call for rvc niti n si-nal. It is bo be
in3ur il bhat ur searchli ;hts are -not trains

1

n the naval ferry
bar os.

After measures had been decreed . n bho Crimea bhe provi us aays

to bo prepared f.r bho ovont of sh^rt-tormed evacuation, C :.i
r.i-

Lor in Chief, 17th ..my Hi ;h C : and released rk "Ilich-

ael 2" at a- ut 1330 tc bho effect bhat sh rt-temod evacuation
f personnel from bhu Crimea is t. bo st .rt. '. n bho evening
i 29 v ct ! or.

F llowin." aerrosp ndin instruction f all su ordinatud .-ffices,

it is i" lore '. in let ails

:

1.) Order to the' 1st 3-boat Flotilla bhat Ivan Ja
1

.a will havo tc be
vacuatod I tho evonin

;
f 30 Get ' or th .t all workshop in-

stallations as well as atorial and huildin s, alsc the w< .'on

piers are b be th rou hly I'.osbr -.„'. ' of to withdrawal.

On oh . : rni:i ; f 29 log bur 2 naval f^rry bar ;es will to placed
at disposal t trans" rt away tho reserve torpodoes as well as

st valuable material. L. a-lin is tc bo well timed s.

bhat withdrawal firs., b Sevastopol can take place _n bhe'

ev^n. . .

• f 29 Oct ver. 3vacuati . f bho crows by trucks, if
ssi1 le«, i \i re ihan 40 • en art tc bo embarked n each b at.

Tho .Ir-\ ats ay take a ard 5 •- ro men than planned.

Orders f.r lo^arturo f ',- ats will follow, .".on putting tc

sea •oho 33- ats arc t ±i. the harbor ontrancc f Ivan Eaba
with F 'C nines available bhere. Depth sotting sinus 1 motor.

2.) C :v ndor, 30th L tor ilinoswoeper Flctilla xs ordered: ".\.-.olay-

assi nriont "3 73" canceled. 1 naval ferry ?jr;c t remain
in balaklava at oho lisposal f ihe Port Corxoandor, to evacuate
t Suvast • .1 his >orsonnol with 'a ;a -o md bho most valua" lo

material. . . f " ,- arture will c ordered ': l«
Taval Sh *e

'.or, Cri ea. ' wovor, nazal ferr3r bar oS and minesweepers
( ...) will h/ re t; arrive in 3evast ; ol n bhe :\ rnin f 31 Oct—

3r at bho latest,

2 naval' ferry ' r :s n ro b be put *o sea f r "fait

a

n 29 Oct-
r. ar • lac

o

'. .under the c >nd f aval
r, Cri iea, f.r ev cuati n transports, .jrrival in

n 31 /lf-'^
' -*r ' 'ist likewise ' u insured.

Co] .r, 30th :

, r nesweeper Flotilla and 2 lin sx^epers
( : .) are t bransfor t '>

; st 1 n 29 Oct .r.

__^ -42-
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3). Naval Shore Germander, C \uc .sus is rlrv^'.:

a) On the ni ht of 28/29 Oct bor the patrol lirw in the Kerch
Strait conprisin 4 naval ferry or es is t „>o sent ut
tc Thee losia s early that boa-ts vd.ll pass Cape Takil at
dawn,

b) The last naval furry barjo leaving Kerch ia tc mine bho
port aid entrance with 24 LMB, CiiS setting 6 hours, period
delay system 1.

c) Harbor defense beats lyin •; in Kerch and roust y£ then not
reacly tc ssil are to be sunk before the evacuation :f the
port as the weather (northeast wind up tc f :rce 8) does net
pemit transfer of the seaunwortViy boats,

d) In the forenoon of 29 Let ber twe onpty naval firry barges
are to be trrnsferr-:'- fron Theodosia to Ivan 3aba and tc
be placed at the disposal f the 1st is~b,at FlotiUaj if
necessary, take naval ferry barges (vines). Intended nine-
layinp assi n: Lent "3 73" is canceled,

e) Naval ferry bar es f r: ::. the patrol service in c,he Kerch
Strait take vor the rest f the cargo after arrival in
Theodosia,-.'

f) The last naval ferry -are b' leave Hieedcsia is tc foul
the harbor entrance with 49 -

;b:C nines available there.

Preparvti ns are -tc b^ r.iade inr_ediately.
;•) The scheduled : in elayin , assignments in the ICerch Straits

in fr lit' of Cape Chauda and between Chauda and Tusla (K 15
and K 16, 60 nines each) can no lonper be carried out, since
the .'.anclayin material lias not yet arrived in K^rch be-
cause _f ielays in railway transportation,

4.) Orders to C imandor, Convoys and inserts, lack ;ea, bhat on

account f the release . f keyword "Ilichael 2" ninolayin - assi ;n-

nont 3 47 is canceled.

5.) Connander, 1st Lnbn; Craft Fl tilla is rdorod tc prepare 4
naval ferry bar es each on 29 October and 30 October to trans-
port awry fror.l Sevast pol tc Constantza the first and Second
partial staffs f .bdaral, Black Sea, Sendin out ;f ;;he c n-
veys vri.ll be .rbere' by Conr-iondcr, Cenvoys \nd b,sc>.rts, Black
iJea, The frei ;ht capacity -f the naval ferry ' r .s is t ' e

used for ether a bbiti nal cargoes,

6.) Ccoaondor, 3n.
1

. Motor L-iinesweopur Flotilla is ordered t.
;
lace

2 fully operati nal ': ats .f bhe 3ri Motor iiinesweeper Flotilla
at the '.isp"os?.l f *»dnlral, Clack 5ea in Sevastopol irsjediately.

'

. Ce dander, Cenv ys ana sc rts is inferuod that the rest f

the boats is placed at bhe :!ispos il f Cenmandor, Convoys *.nd

Csc rts, Black Sea for convey ^sc^rt.

7.) Driers to - '.val Sh re Com ^.nder, Ukraine repar bin ; enployuent
,f the naval land units aft.r bhe intendo.'. evacuation f Gen-
ichesk: ace r lin ;ly, bhe land units f bho Ehvy ".re as far as

possible tc be placed at the disp sal of bhe local c nbat
c m an br.

CCl FIDZ-bTIAT -43-
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28 October 1943

Tho jrdors I had ieereod „at n. n vn ' ?.s f".r ?.s ihey h~. '. n t Loon
carried out yctj wor^ r.-called by telephone iLuiediatvly. fho ".co-

i:r: Naval 3h.ru Commander, Ukraine, c.ul' be reached sbill in Gon-
ichcak, ".s tho til g of ov.cu~.oi n w s at .riv.'. re the last n.ncnt.
However, instruction f the nvrl forry bar.^s had already been
c-.rri d uo at thrt time^ .

.Vb the bins f the inc me f the counter-borders bho n jries f the
naval forry bar ;„s had I. on destroyed to such on extent bh t trans-
fer to Kerch even with im;;t. Veiaoht of the woabher, '.rs nt lonjcr

ssiblo s that '-s';ncti n had bo be rendere! c rplote.

Preparations f r bho lo;.].libin x bhe a lc mi.
1

, post installations
i ode in Kerch n bho part f bhe -rivy had caused the local naval
err:;; ad posts, b o, be take siziilar JoeasxTres f r bho lo;:..liti n f

tho ronaining harb rwdefcase boats, sc thab at oho i raont whon bho

. r
:

or for bho evacuation f bho Crimea was rocalle 1 fr.n her., .von

those- boats had been destroyed t. ..

On. tho ni ;ht of 27/23 Ocb bor beats n \atrc-l f .
bho south coast

of ho Kerch peninsula between Cape Chauda ml Kys Aul in bhe Korch
Strait ^.n:'. in bho 3c!t f «ajcv between ihc Biriuchi peninsula and
bho .jabatskaia headland had no on i ceuent with bhe eraerjy .nl ro-
turnod to their ' .sos with ut s ecial incilo;;bs,

Cn bhe ni^ht of 2 rt
/29 October Weather lid not eroit patrol eff tho

Kerch oninsula. In tho future, mtrol in tho >er. £ .z v will be
lisc ntinuo- n account f :-ho losbruction f bhe r.'u .2 naval
forry barjos in Genicho-sk,

Ax Activity

:

Late in bho aftoro .n ml in bho evening h.urs several air abtacks
on Kerch, Theodosia, Yalta, Alushta, Sevastopol ml 011 ab ria;
minor ..us bo-nibs were Iropped. • 1 bovr.rthy datia r casualties hive
boon reported.

hinosvroo'.-'in ; ..cbivitv

:

l.inosw opin assi'mEionts cull not :.o carrio : ut*»on account £ the
weather* ^nly v.r bhe Bu sov.r .1 chock sw^ps without succoss.

Supply Traffic :

" o bher li-1 n t emit rosuraption f c nvoys alon ; iio Crii^iean

c ?.st and in tho western Black 5c:, Salva;;e of UP 135 which rm
a round in frnt .f The iosia harl ;r could not bo ;un z

r-jt because
:f bho weather

c. 1 ':::.:, ti..l -45-
ijri' ::'• ^ATI -
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-_ i ,r 1 _- .
•- .' it-.y.t i.r.:

".: :: r . : naalssancc "i - :_ I it [' .:.-:-- sl.i ... \ut

,ern ar. '. control Slack Sea. 1 1500-t n frei ftcr; course '--st,

off -"..,
t coast r . / : . DJ-30 1 .^s;r.,"Lr,

1. w 3 resui k ... 2 nx -11 vessels were
..5 ilea wost f Sue m,

ir. i rt:

"v 3a: - -. r dneswc .rs, 5 1's, 33 naval 1?

3 1500-tcn Ir.i hters, 5 a ast-1 - ssels, -_.'. 22

B

.1 jr.ilk : 6 :: t .r lincswc bts ar. '. 11 ..-'.-.3, 3 tv s, 5 aaval
Ian -

its, - 1 Tossds, alsc nuncr^ua s: --.11 s-:i 3 - - .'.

:. ••hich c ill' r.. a be idc sLearl : msc f clouds.

r In.

3

:s ral .3 :.. :r nt .1

r.

: r 1 L3 Si vail vessels aff ..;v a. '.'.
. ,:\

shi;--i:- was aorv I in - - - -.- v.

- s in ~;

I- -r. : 9 naval 1 :':: sratft, ... .. .1.3, 5 .-./.l.s, 5 -Uj f.r

naval 1* 3, 2 s "JUL ar - ". yjssJLs an . 11 boats.

Sluh . i C anal : 1 . _.: ri tk

)

: I.". ... ....:. . 1 . 1 . a , 1? -
- nt : on f^rr-

i~s, 1 coast 1 vessel, 5 -u--s, 4 naval 1 a . 25 srr.ll
q

1

. rsk : 2 ".:.:.:. s and 9C 3.

IMsk : 5 . . .s, 1 .:...., 21 mv 11 . . s:.all ar

js.Is, 4 c.ast\l v^ss^ls,

..Tiu 1 : 3 c ast 1 vessels ::
'. 30 ! :ats.

I-^r'-iansk; 1 s:\all araaed vessel, ^ c : all
..3.

1 l/T ?t •.;! -. rtel in the af rn \t sti

r" i sil ac m b I . . are." f ' 1 f res.
: s bh fira t: t n - 1 at;- if si-^.H vessels what-

s jver was Ujiect^d .. - i traffic. In the cvqnia 1 r3 the

t.res r.mal feint radi tr ffic. - r, it v- 3

n;t f.un" ut r lar - 1 les r
. --r

in bhc s : . ?t zhe r_st, ai - f .....
t r Ed] 3Si x -r3 -.s usual, b ? t d"ht tiain

\:i.n r^-.rt " that cruis-r ..^.11 ... i ht be aac cict«d

- -2 i ';h, r
r . s .a i : 1. - .'ri...

r. r.vi.us - - _r

r . e.

: '

....

-46~
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cc: ?i .in. jl

29 October 19'^3

3otv:oon 1900 and 2000 .-..:'.ar :!t .ti n at Or o Chr ni located several
objectives a- ut 10 to 15 odl^s :ff Co; e Chr ni and Easanti] .

Own oituati. n

:

Naval 3ta\f issued r, directive emphasizing the necessity to hold
the Cririea, on acc:unt of its Vital ir.port ,ncu for the defense of
the Balkans; this requir '. fron each in "ivi.lual r:\n full initiative
durir.-; tht= battle for that strategically important tar ;ot; thoro-
upon I issued* the f .. 11 evr'.n

; ie^.ctype to all naval shore ccnands,
port coincands, flotillas and

;
:-rt c oo anders

:

"After the Fuehrer has a ;ain ordered the holding f the Crinea, I

expect froi?. all units at sea an.
1

, n land nest tenacious initiative,
hiohost alertness \nd full defensive rer liness with "11 weapons
against -ncriy landin ; attempts. Partial evacuation and transport
away of all lispensible ruitorial, jquipaent .nd personnel as to be
continued as scheduled.

Cccnr-iandin* Adtdral, Black V.,"

Weather forecast f.r dupat.ria to ITovor ssisk an 1

. Sea f .z.v:

".finds* Northeast f:rce 5 tc 4, io the afternoon leer-easing to f rce
3-4, fair, visibility 20 Biles.

The ni ht .f 23/29 October passed quietly. '.Feather did n t pernit
activity :f 3-boats .nd patrol.

On 27 Ooto
1

! er d-" at ^scort ship .. .
. - 1 , had ':. ^n rderod t, load

4 U-rboat torped< es lyin ; in 3vV \ and :he equipLient f the t rpedo
maintenance unit;, she rj -rtod the r '.er t . have ' een c rrio ' ut.

Ceinnander, 1st Lan'ina Craft Fl tilla in Sevastopol was rderod to
prepare 2 naval ferry bor v.s each t transport .ff the : .rbial
staff of ..drdral, Black 3ea and- oho 7-rtross dn ineor C rapany t.,

C nstantza on 30.0ct-bor. The freight capacity was be be use
1

, for
additi nal car .^.

L adina; sh uld ' o c riplcto.l by 1500 . n 30 Oct ' _r. C n-oander, C.n-
oys \n". Ssccrts, Black 3oa was .-rderod t have the a" -ut 300C
life wests lyin in Sevastopol transported tc Sevastopol at the

first :.ccasi n, s as tc lispos.o f these wests in c^.se f die

evacuation of troops.

Contrndur, 30th lootor Minosweeper Flotilla should or .nsfer the 3
naval ferry bar es (nines) and 3 aixs-^-^rs (.i.,) from Balaklave
to rhei '. sia an the evening f 29 October-, t carry out oinelayinj
assi nncnt 3 73 in The "V sia Lay n 30 October. The ' ats put to
soa fr.r. Balaklava at 1830 as scheduled, dhe 1st Lan'.in,i Craft
Flotilla report ;d that F 126 ran a round when trans; ortin : ff the
narrcw*-. ;c field railway from Khersonos n' was push.,', hi ,h up to
the land by the wand. So far attempts at towin , -ff were in vain.

The 1st 3*"boat Flotilla was rderod t hasten lea "in f these beats
vdth all available Id»3 t.rpob 03, 2 naval ferry 1 ar-es are sche ".ul-

e
' -t: arrivo. in Iv-n Bala in the f.ren On f 30 jct^ber for artial

evacuation . f the basej ".s they were nc Ion er ne-ded Vurinp the
next fev.r

:. :oths» The torpedoes were to be ship-; e I tc Constantza.

C-'.FI'3H
T

Ti:.L -47-
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or 1943

...11 1-?--. tdrpc 1 us Sh.uld reuiin ir. Ivm .

'

..

-.s f-.r -s 1 n ^r noo lo <.':.~r~, sh
.
ul * "o s sc

f C.nst-ntz- under c •.* nc - icgrj br :.s rt s -see sh uld
' o utilised fully f r thu jv~.cir.ti n f ri bariil.

ly \"lu-.' L iitariil, n. 1 n -jr needol th„r~, sh- ul I
"

a ;r-.ns-

rt '.
-.••'•'

- r.-.v-.l ferry ' r-~3 -n". .rucks. Ihc \or ~i n-1
re-diness f the flotill- trust not :-

.

• cur.bi n
transports

«

.r . r li~ net ..rat iondt' irLnal in front f
se, bht 1st 3-1 '.t PI til?" w s .rderc" iv>,r bl nines

in Iv\n -.' - ~nd to ; Jcc in v \in r^^rv. . 36.

3 fir n: .jr-.ti ns uerv frc s. f.r ihe ai ut f 29/30 i::.\r.
3 ' r,s in i. ili-.tc rcidinoss frca 2100 tc 0200.

: 135 run -. rcund in fr nt f aio '

-.r": r f rhc losi- >n 2? ct-
" ~r, cull in - c urs~ f the Liy.

,hd ni ht f 29/30 let ~r 4 n-vl f^rr r : • jre t at tc

se- frtn l'.. ' si-, it 1610 f r -.tr I jetton C-.-c J.r.\ Ir. -stf.

-.ul.

'.' -: 1 - . r . '.~r, C-uc.sus "iid Pert C i 1
"., .._rch woru ri-r-

sen "- . v.t n "1 fen
5tr-.it un^il further notice.

sen''. ?ut n-.v~.l ferrr '

'.r -3 for '.or 1 in thu Lorcn

Th^. n~v~l ferry 'o-j s v-.r, t: roxr~in r.t first in fwrch >: err'
ut nd an ~.ssi m.v.nts; tl y were Le '.is ^rs^ '. in r r
-n 3
.n: t: 2 r ufl" ~.s f-.r -.s :3s:" i.

rler ih".t cc itnry tc :~ rovicus intentions itrol ir. the
--h 3tr-.it sYui'. ' \:sc ntin ~" w-.s ciuse-.! *. -

?. ro'jort :f

1 re Cdr, Cr.uc-.sus, ice r 'in t w he -on^y h-.l -\3k^^

n t t conbinu _.,r.l ?ny 1 n.r, s ice the ' :.r_s -In. tl =

Kerch trr.it \v. '. tuen .r'are
1

'^ :en fire - 11 v-ss^ls.

U-'L .0 j" tu- 1 n:

U 23 r hit 3 fishemen wer%
.f Pcti n 25 oc

V ,ut 1- 13 3 atfa

.. .. '. ck f 3uchui

. tl s1 '--' in .c;i dty;

..r. Cn 29 .c: " ,r 1 3000-t.n sto^usr w^s sifted
urir r^c nnr.is ' >c~ \m liiri .r.

.r 1 c 1 ck ".-.„; s f _ ...: v.;- -3'nski
-1 with- ut success.

s--. fr :. 3ov 1 1 £~r uineswoeTiaj,
ff their cdriiiin .n ?.cc \urt f _r.

6 -. t r : linos' co 3r3
h hcv r, t r

3u • 1 - ,r i-'lc ;

-"1" si -3C rt tr-.f ic n -.cc unt £ . -r. ^-.:'..^r Lo-

ll-

!

-
r v So -_ .1 t G.nt ntz- y 2.. rs.

-48-
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Si 'for' r'ol l.nuny Ji'n.nti.-n

:

Efciylijht r^c..nn'dss-.hCo lie- not si Ire any jneray shi; ".'in; in the
entire Black So i and Sen *. f .z_v.

* • 3hi"s in P rt :

I . v;-r.-ssisk ; 4 naval landing ' its, 3 tugs, 2 iv: ". sj .11 vessels,
and 6 boats,

An".;\".: '11 motor minesweepers in.'. 3 4.T.B,s, 36 naval lanlir. : its,
II tu..s, 6 snail armed vessels and 15 S2rr.ll '....its.

'farnnt 5 nival la:; an / >cts and 8 I'i.T*B.s

Golcnashik : 7 motor minesweepers, 10 iiVr.ij.s, 21 naval Ian '.un-

its, 1 tu;, 4 small armed v^ss^ls, 11 coastal v„3S.^ls, lli htor,
ial 35 boats. In front f the bin' .rt 1 snail atrol b it, 2 not r

minesweepers and 3 c.astil vessels.

P,tit
i

1 ". attlcship, 2 lar ;e' cruisers 11Z 1 cruiser hull, 2 '.^str y-
urs an

1

. 1 destr yer in d. ck, 1 ter; >1 " at, 1 tancsv.r^e;-or, 3 eub~
! arvaos, 9 • LT.B.s, and 9 n t r minesweepers, JLso 1 banker (7000
tons), 1 o500-t. n :".ss,n^r shi,, 13 froi.-jhtors uad 36 coastal
vessels and lighters tjtallin al ,ut 46,000 t as an:

1

. 15 ssr.ll

heats,

5atun ; could not be r^c inneit^ro
1

. 33 that it cannot be lotormined
in how for changes and :r-.:.sf„r of ships hav taken place.

Shins in th- -
-
: rts__-f thu 3oa f .a y^

Glukil Canal (Teariuk) ; 23 n.O.b.s, 7 b.T.b.s, 6 si' ill arm I

vessels, 17 pontoon f^rri^s, 1 coastal vessel, 1 paddle stooner
and 15 In at s.

3sonqii: 10 h.T.B.s, 3 c astal vosools md 2 ii.G.B.s.

Kuch urit 10 ' ats . artly beached.

.'.chtanis vska Jinal ; 6 coastal vessels ind 6 b: ats, partly beach*
od.

Kain i.'avol D/F Station re] ert„ ". that the raoic ;
icturu revealed

in the forenoon moderate, later decreasing activity .. f Ii.T.B f s

off the last coast x the Black 3^1. 5 submarines wor^ located in

oho area west and southwest £ ohe Cri:ei and in ihe n rthwestern
Black Sea, 1 further submarine with unknown ;

..siti;.n.

Cwn Situation;

Heather forecast f r Eupatoria t II;.v rcssisk: Winds northeast'

force 3 - 4, durin the ni ht 3-2,. fair, visi1

ilit 15 miles,

fog patches*

cc.Frr- did -49-
•j ,0 Ji.U-J.-i. X rUj - ..ii
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German Waval Canmuarid, Ccnstantza was or.ler.-" .... render ready for
passage with utmost speed all comis'sicnei ships in baota who have
not yet beep reported ready for action (such as UJ 1C1, 102).

Lengthy brainin , especially special training must be renounce-.

That measure seeme 1 to be nocess iry, so as to dispose cf as many
ships as possible for all events (evacuation arid intensified supply).

If there should be no U3e for these shi^s, training nay be continued,

Imiral, -lack 3ea, Dockyard Control Staff was rdered to hurry
with all moans ".11 sh:rt repairs to war vessels grid fro put aside
temporarily all lengthy repairs ( ore than 14 days) and new con-
structions. Itepairs were to be carried cut inly as far as necess-
ary to restore readiness to sail.

Commander, 1st Landing Graft Flotilla was '.rdero .'. tc spnt out 6

fully operational naval ferry bar -^s from Sevastopol tc Thoodosia
on the afternoon. These naval ferry barges' were to be placed at

the disposal >f Navarl Sh.re Corrunan '.er, Caucasus for c ast -aire!

inside 'one Kerch Strait and off the South coast ' etween Cape Chan
and ?afcil. Cn the evening of 31 October i-.aval 3he-r« C nnar.der,

Caucasus sent cut chc naval ferry barges la Ion with evacuation .cods

for Sevastopol, the naval ferry bar.es (mines) 419 and 4^+7 were
to remain at f^rst in Ihec tlasia.

ils sche oiled the 6 naval ferry ar es put tc sea fr la Sevastopol
for Theo losia at 1745.

..t 1230 the L\ roup f motor raineswe pers and 3 naval ferry barges
(nines) oomin from \laklava put intc _sia.

..t 1255 and 1315 2 heavy air attacks n Theodosia y 9 and 11 planes
respectively^ numerous ' 3 and machine am fire. In the c. urse
cf the first attack 1 barb r defense c at spran

;
a leak an', sank;

direct hit n tanker 3>JCY S'-JOME (but still cia -able f fl.atin).
. ard F 419 2 :.en killed, 2 wounded - spray effect; 2 further
wounded aboard a motor mineswe per {dX)i Several buildin • were
darn ,ud. One IL 2 was shot '.own,

Cn the ni ht f 29/30 Cct ber nothin • tc rep rt fr .
;-. patrol in the

Kerch dtrait. 4 naval ferry bar s that had ted ff the south
coast f he Kerch peninsula put in a ain b rhe '..sia at 0700.

On the night .f 30/31 Oct ber the same air. 1 sh-.ulc" be carried cut
by 3.. naval f~rry Nar;es (oho f . urth is n t rea£y b sail).

Naval Shore Ccmmander, Caucasus was rdered have at least 6

naval ferry ' ar es carry ut patrol between Cape Chauda and Cane
Fokil from 31

'

'
ct ' er if weather permits. 3h uld s ecial si r.s

licate enemy landing intentions and Vurin :
ni lips articularly

favorable for any such attempts all naval ferry bar ;es lyin ; in
Theod sia wore t . sent nt pe "\tion. The naval ferry bar es
cn atrol will ' e divV. 1 int. three r u-ns uf 2 ' P.s each; he
western an', central r U] wore t: put in a ain t< foeodesia at 'awn,

whil- bh s'nrn r
•
u-. should anchcr lurin daylight under cover of

bh c ast twecn ( uk an:' Ca~e rakil r n rth f it as far as about
Yanish "akil '.. -n ' ,nt n the weather, if possible within the range
of ur wn uns for an -i-aircraft . r t-cti n.

2 3AL
IbVJTY I". ] ,:i' K
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The patrol lines were to prevent enemy landings (piiy enemy forces
approaching the- c ast were t be attacked with ill weapons) and
to warn the c ast in :.ue time f the approach of enemy vessels.

Kayol 3h re Commander, Caucasus was further or
1

.ere
1

, tc transfer 4
harbor defense 'vats from Bho b.sia to Kerch and tc send these
boats into operation fr.r. the Kerch base for coastal defense with-
in the Kerch Strait,

•
' Naval Shure Commander, Caucasus, .was ordered:

p

Naval ferry baraos will carry -ut patrol in the Kerch Strait
tone listoly,

ieaScns f r the temporary ab'and nin/3 .f patrol' in the Kerch Strait
as ive in yesterday's war liary, are recalled, as it turned out
in the cours« . 1 a discussion '. ctweeti Commander in Chief, 17th
Army Kiph CcrJuand and -"nc that coastal' protection is ur jatly de-
sired. I was assured that ur craft will not ' j fire", n. Further-
r. ;re, Commander in Chief and I agreed in -the opinion that atrol
in bhe northern' ""art' f the Kerch Strait " etween Xenikale \n& K.ssa
Chuchka is o£ no use, as *n account »f th^ 'narr vmess f the chan-
nel the beats would nave be remain closely effsh re anyhow, so

that timely preliminary warnin would be inpessi! le, moreover, the
beats could JTeatly hamper- our own lof-erisivo fire.

' h this ccassi .n I t l.
1

. C mman lor in Chief that in view ,1 the
present c ntinuous bad weather I consider a landin of Brail boats
at the irbottleneck" cf'-'Tho dosia were unlikely; much more pro" able
appears to'ne an attca pt te cr.ss the narrowest place 1 oho Kerch
Strait between K.ssa Chushka and bhe area f Yenikale following
adequate s.ftenin;? ur with 'junfire, (C r.zian '. of bhe t tal art-
illery* including oimy C ast Artillerey ana naval c ast artillery
within the t tal Kerch Strait as an "os&vnddd riv^r" is in the

han Is- f the -rry in ace rianec with oho orders f-Cecmander in
Chief, 17th Arry Ki h C nnand - C iivandiiv; General, -.r:iy).

«'*t 2030 3 naval ferry bar es put be s^a. froiu Kerch for patrol
in the Kerch Strait as scheduled.

In the c.urs>„ f the lay several a r attacks and further enemy
unfire apainst'tho batteries al.n the Kerch strait; n artillery
bunker was destroyed, another " urnt awn.

The 1st JM> at Flotilla was r.i.r.'. bo Sen '. 3 - ats into action
a -;ainst enemy ship in p traffic al n the Caucasus c ast between
Gh^lenjik and Tuapse, c . ncentratin :

n I '.k. pass, .11 the ni ht
f 3.O/31 October.

2 beats were in immediate readiness fr i. 2200 tc 0300, tc repulse,
if necessary, enemy attacks a .ainst bhe Cripea c ast,

3 Sr-lvats put ut from Ivan ba": a at 1600 as scheduled, h.wevor,
weather f re. 1 then t burn back at 16*30; they put in a pin t

Ivan Baba at 1900. (Outside f the ever f :

"-hv. cast hi ;h swell
arid with ra- :Ply fre3hohin .

wiab.s soa'f;rco 4. She '• vbs cut leep

into bho Sea an', t ok in much water, s. that further passage with
a speed f 23 -dies was quustiona le; ace r". n t bhfc opinion f
the fl;.tilla commander n impr vcmunt f bhe weather was te be
expected,)

c: pi'j-;-1'jti:i, -51-
- t - mT p*-
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30 October 1943

The evacuation f Gunicheak carri^d.out in the f r-r. . n rendered
necessary the f. 11 win; neasurcs:

1) wal Gunner:' Detachment 641:

a) 4th battery (f ur 10c: . n^ field h witzor) will remain in
siti n n the ..r~.d*.tskaia headlan I and vdll be reinforc-

ed ' y 15cn heavy fiold howitser fr.u tho 2nd battery,
NavaL ESurmery Lut~ch.~v.nt 614.

'.) Commander -\nd staffs .f the 2nd aal 3-' itory vrid.1 trans-

fer bo tho area of Chon^ar aucl "jre sui-rAia-.t,.- ' t the
336th Infantry Division.

c) 1st ' ^.ttory (f.ur 15c:.1
. heavy field howitzers) wore ship]

at ard 5-bcata via Dahankoi t_ .vrr.da.ask (Perekfop 3c.r-.its).

Owing to a . daunderstandinG ~n die • -.rt if th>: railr.-v".

st^.ti.n traffic efficor .f .•.rrd.-.nsk the battery mi trans-
ited by r~il fcc Kherson*

d) 5th battery (three 7.62cn rapid firin una) and -JL1 ~qui:-

nt w^r- shi;;> '. t„ Eupatcria by &»boats, Ibc battery
vr.s uquippod with four 7.62 cr: field una -.n

1

. :ut intc

acti n ? -.in.

2) ?r.r. crowa .f oh. naval landin ;
cr .ft ( ims) ai val f^rry

1 -r „s, and fr-r. the ers nr.Jl f the port c..:-.r. '. ".nd f

3r u;
'.'. ecker vr.s f reed n

- naval '. \tt li n under c triand .f

C nrrndor 3tie ^j it is '.eaijnatod by bho ..rray r.s • -JL

Italian 320. Part -f that trc j w-.s loft n the .jrabat-

sk-.i-; headland, whil. the re~.ter /art Jeinud bho droy f r

tho lefenae n lar .

•;-•

Cr.rn'in General, -rr.y drea .. reported ch-vt u;:n orders
from the Hi -h G ijmnl, dray Gr.vr « ^.11 availa 1- forces
were to be en ~ .d in the Dni~ r . siti-nj ~.cc rdinjy hj
s.nt out 375 nom fr ro Jie tfikclaiev naval ors.nn^I to the
pnicpr. Sicreu? n I ro;?lioo! bhat in the c s^ f smer ;oncy I

ai -.ill -3 is- with naval f.rcs.

.tuation:

dftv>r c <-. 1 i :. ! routine I-ckyar.
1

re;-air*a 19 r.c-_ ,' fr a
Galata to 3nfl,ina "nz\ sh ul '. r_c^-'. further t Z : st-ritz- in :r.'.^r

t ' . ecui"; \,
'. there fr ;.« ati na -. ^.L-st tho en*4sy.

..t 0930 "J 13 -ut in t Thu Lsia.
;

Tho c_e r rue iv ! t

n riinefiulda .n'. ?.trol ; siti ns ff 3atua snd v:-.s

inatructed f r i s s- ~ci-vL -.s .i rment .ff th^ Satud road,
t-.sk w-.s rendered very '.ifficult y r t-.cti.n f th^ t t"JL '.-

ch-mnel with what is . r^su:..^'. t. be at rpedj n^t barra c; n-v„r
the 1^33, it waa t ' 3 tried, if ssi'. 1^ by un'.^rfirin; f the
net*

dt 1350 13 put ut fr :. Hie ' si-, t carry ut the iteration,

..t 22CC ; 9 r/ rtt '.: "29 Ccj -r ~.t 2130 tanker, 30CC b ns, .ir

7 rco ri ' aquare 94-U^, --- vy '.^c.nrii n, r ly 'it, .3k

r ahall ' - laid."

C [L'Jj -52-
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CC lalOd ~TI,'.L

30 Oct bo? 1943

The boat had thus ?.ttaekoc! tho tanker reported by cur air reconn-
aissance at 0600 in dr Pcree rid square 0330 with '. u'.L sh t;

apparently the hit was heaH nly. ?h to ra; hie reconnaissance f

shipping in Tuapqa was difficult n ".count f lack of planes and
quite impossible at that tine.

U 23 reported arrival in Theodosia in the. forenoon of 31 October
to take in u.-ro supplieS| it was ordered to take in sup lies as

quickly .".a possible after arrival in Thoodcsia because _f air-

raid £ah or.

U 9 sh .ul'. invest! ate at first iho place ;f torpodoin : and wait
for further orders, •

Minesw^e^in : xtivity:

Mineswoopin? planes swept f r nines vor the Danube without result.

FZ boats swept for run', mines off 3ovast pdl with teWv/d loop

;car'«

Several check sweeps without success.

Motor fcineswoopers bro-ko ot£ jsin^sw epind off Sevastopol ..•n account

,.f the weather,
*

The Bgrusanski Canal was closed from tho entrance because mines

were sus" ecto !! b: have lo^n dropped.

Su-ply Traffic

:

Tho proposed convoys were carried out \s Scheduled without special

events t. report,

ihe 17th ..rriv Hi h Command was ivu data on evacuation trans-ports

by sea with tho Available shippin ; space (soo appendix).

Sate f the d'.dar Cr anization :

Tho f .llowixv; radar stations (surface Watchin ;
radar Sot) present-

ly'-kounted are rfcady for operation: Gape Chr.ni, Cape Hi, Cape
He :an n, Ca-e .'.it Vr and Sevastopol i<! rth. Tho specially vital

set at Ca-e dakil (southern entrance :f the Kerch Strait) was non-
• erati:nal, as the personnel ,f the uadar Station removed the most

vital parts from the instrument -.nd tronsprt^d then back in accord-

ance* with the basic orders f Communications Officer, ..dmral
Black 3ea, after the dn.iy f.-rcos at the Kerch otrait had evacuated
the coastal sect r already on 27 Oct Per nl ha.', carried out 00-

structi ns. Orders for repair were iven immediatelyi It renain-
od t be soon whether that was ;

.ssi
1

lo« Respective the 8 radar
sets newly arrived in the area, it vrs rdered as follows: The
sets ddStinod f r Ca-e Chauda Wore to bo hrAiph in field ; osition

with utmost spee 1 and t bo pro aro '. for o; or ti n, Tho sot de-

stined f r Sevastopol K rth was to be shipped to Const ntza by sea.

cqpfi)K'Ti.;l -53-
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31 Cc: • r 1943

r 1 :...-- : r.

:

: nn~.iss-:-cj li-l n list r.y ~r.or.~ s i in iie ck

. !nd . i _.z v. Ehc r--r'.:ish : >ss A . r ahi I (4,026 t.ns),

:rsu ihst, -• s .--. 11 bhc furldLsh -c -.3, 6 cilog .. i h . .st

f :.. lu. .; ut 12 talcs n rthweert f I:-.;. In n 4,000-ton
frei htsr, -Is r. i a ~ rl" c urso. .. Turkish 1,500-t-n fred hter

the iv.-vl f lu.

I±C f :

f 11 win :

HL-.ck 3o r:s r~v, lei the

-u- s~ : 1 b r _ - ~t, 3 "i-noswc;,,; ^rs, 8 2&£_r : •„. jrs, 6
1-" :s, £ 1.:. - ?!-'., 5 s: -.11 -.r:...". rossds, 34 i-vnt .n

i^s, 1 ?,000-t_r. r, 1 1,500-t r. , 2 frui !o ,rs

b t-ll :,2C0 b ns, 2 li htcrs, 5 c --. 1 • .3 sols --ni 25 ! r.ts.

cchi: 3 net r in : -.'a, 3 n slip, 12 ^3.

iur '.il n t pereit r-c nnoiss nee f bhc . rts f

tho C-.uc-.sus const r.i >oa :f ..z v. .1 .1 t ticn
; ri re rt '.:r.t in the rnfn . . . . s nS in the \ftip-

n_cn Icstrcyer ?J3T-.7 wore leboct-. in r-. 'i tr?\f ic in the n rth-
: . fcr~l -;~rt X -- -' s - - \$- l :-:.:.

-n". 1 --:; 3-- _• r were ost»':lish» ' in rn ~.ri r. '. 2 su* -

a?.ri xjx- :i n^l "Xwi 1 -he n ick 3^-\.

- r. -

:

i n

:

' .:- f recast frci lv •.: rr. t 1 v. r ssisk -.n*. 3, f ..z.v:

n rthe-.st • f re- 5-6, -Jft^r '1 !ni at '_cr- .s: ) t-J frci. 4,
::s: r, Tislbi lity 15 :±i-~s, sarly !~.zg.

..s the Criner is t '. ~ 'of . til :
'.

. l^st 1 i;- iho fellow*
in ~.:\ "i T

: ut y c rre rs I rl
3h r. .\ : . _- f 29 r

:

is t bel* ::. 11 r.s. C asogt . r „r-

tr _.s ri f rr\t«rxal is rwO-il-sd. i'rirti-.l „v~cu-\ti:n

be Qirxiod ut nly . ::: .-: 3 n rlr. f.rc .h>3

r Irs f r ,v.c -.t: q f etcriai r.-. _n inun. Ih« rr.ml ferry
' .

".r -s 1 - '

.

. '. si- :
-.-

f t r ;r-ns- rt ;ff
-r- b .- -cc r a 1/ : g unl ...., if Becoss^py,

3 be r«- rte '. wh^t n^.v-1 f„rr;* '

-\r ;-s ~.r- th^n still r~-
rc ' 1 r ii n t: S^v-st-;.-.1".

r.'_r, ] s ti ' -sc rts, lta, r^.rte'. th~.t effuct-
i : 1 t 2 :. tin 1 fr :. "-3S- t. OchrJj.TT, cl se* rori os-

ly ' 3. f one '"ja -r, -s \ .nt '. s in. . . l-.r- ^

- "1-
C'C >vs*V ""'3 wro'.-t h-./v, :v.v?.l fuity '

-.r
-

-s n:t
r -jti n c ntrol ton; r-.ril" the Blatnnel t li -

initv -rr . . ots y -ssi a 2 cr~x"t for thst
3_ :. ssiblu until ~ffccr thw .r.-r-l sit i n >.-s

-.r
.

" u .
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31 Oct ! or 194?

At 1234 a convoy procoodin fr r. Sevaist -1 tc C nstantza vr.s

attacked by torpe • plan s with 3 torp • ea 35 miles east ; f
•'J';, Geor ho. One nan sli \jhtly wounded by ' lachine unfiro; other-
wise no casualties.

Port Captain, Skadovsk reverted that the s^ct r c- 11aander .. f the
..rry bid rdered evacuati .n ;f okadovsk for the satie ovunins, after
in lividual liussian f rcas had penetrate

1

, oa far as Porokr-Pj, Harbor
one! shelters were '.estroyod, Tho unit was tc withdraw t Saden-

Bkoi on the ni ,ht f 31 Get t-r/ldJoverber.

Ceimnander, C nvoys an', isc rts, Dlack Sen, was rderoJ tc hurry
transfer back of bFFs 342, 559, 573 and 594 frxi Constantsa to
Sevastopol. The naval ferry bar ^os should be used for ur ;-nt

transports.

Craft :n patrol . ff tho south c rst ..f-the Kerch peninsula and
within tho Kerch Strait n -ho ni lit f 30/31 CctJbcr had nc on-
;r. •orient with the enemy.

On tho ni ht f 31 Oct ber/l I" Voiiber 6 naval ferry bar ^s, hivid-

ed into throo r ups. should atrol the line . ff the south coast
of the Kerch peninsula between Cape Chauda an- Capo fakil. The
boats should put to su^ froa Theod si- at 1755. Simultaneously
3 hari r 'efunse boats were t: join tho eastern ,r.u- '.s far as

Cape Takil and t proceed fr n there independently, in -rdor t:

be used for patrol within the Kerch Strait in the futuro. These
harbor defense boats should fir- distress signals in Theodosia
Bay and return t The '. sia csc-rtod by naval f^rry tar.,-3.

3 naval f^rry bar 03 wore m patrol within tho Xorch 3tr-.it as

scheduled (iiho fourth b ^.t is n_ t 3
rot ready for tfperation), Tho

boats put t sea fr a d^rch at I63O,

Naval . Gunnery Dotachnont 613 reported that 3 ^nony fi.T.B#3 c .nin ;

from Tanan passed tho I^rch 3trait in Southern bxrwCti-n at 1153.
Tho 2nd, 3rd, 7th and ]0th battery opened firp iouediatoly, where-
upon the ! ats laid a smoke sermon, and iirectod heavy unfiro
a ainst the 2n". and 3rd tattorios. One nnn f tho 2nd battery
seri usly w unded, -'.t 1215 3 further i-i.T f 3.s cane int - si ht in
the Taman Bay; they entcre! ch„ td.rch Strait from the south „ff
the Tanan coast afe 1300.

The 1st i-boat Flotilla t^Ck-xv^:. bhe f llowin r'ors for tho
ni. Mb f 31 Oct ! ~r/l 1 v .r: • -

;

3 boats c-.rriu
1

. :ut iterations off ^ho south Coast f tho Caucasus,
c ncontratin-; n she area off Idokopass. 2 ' V-vbs vor^ in immediate
r^ '.inoss in Ivan >.t-. fron 2200 to 0300. the 1st ^-' at Flotilla
was informed that I 23 wc-uld ;ut t s^-. fr la Th* dosia in '.ir^cti-n

for Tuapse at 1500 and ".rti-su" r.r.ri. o atr 1 v-.s prohibited for
tho 1st IV j.at Flotilla; furthoni-re, that 6 naval feny bar;>s
v/oul'. be n atr 1 -tweeri Ca e Chauda uid Ca . L'alcil n the
ni;-ht f 31 ct .'. -r/1 /_. ! .r.

3 : .^ ti:K; ">. ;c 30 7.62 en fiold vins ar ive.
1 in tho Ordnance )o t

f Sevast 1; they ha.I " een request e'l recently t sorvc as alarn
uns f r the lofunsa f landi.: s in the c st'.l batteries, Th-so
uns wore distributed as f 11 vrs:

cypro.rTL :;.. -55-
sec: ." :
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• 31 detour 19^3

1) 4 uns ':
. . »t ry, . ivil >r .".•. 3e

3 7.5 cr. una wore n t er ti . .1. ( rwSently . . r a

.

'_n-

sulr - n rthern Crio&a).

.2) . uns t bho 5th ' "-ttcr ', liv - f
. -.cl-.i^nt 614, wh sc

7,1 :s j 1 . :: t !>. :.-.. unts- ". f.r lack .1 i - mi
wer. ("Will \e rs~ ' it the eruko; 5-.r-.it).

- "
-3) 6 vns . C . u 01 v".-. . Brew '..-ill

pors nnel r '.eri hero f r the c ntructi n f nvrl ! -.retr-

ies.

4) 15 uns were ' l-.c^ '. -t .he lis -Sil .' iio 17-'- .rr;' Hi h

ri inal intenti n, t j~ 15 tns with
crows fr 1 -it .11. n 320 (C.r_. .. r tic - was iven
tt;5j is the . r -

•
' itnLL n is... the Jriiiea

had failed. 7ru3inti.n of ijhat i.t.rrt vis ittri' v.t- " t.

fact that die crek ;
-.r--.it was d s ,

'.. 2w ,attrHon
was allowoi now : rrch ;r. t Chars n. (Jhe 17tk ..nr- ai-jh

G rsaand nil chosen .ho ".esi nation "livl Sattalien 320" t v

the time i the en •". ,.:.-:vb f rie liitili.n).

1- -t 3i' vr.ti.n:

he '.. si-. : _.t 07^-5 U 23 r^-ourne '. fr n an
: Ice in r. re su; -lies.

-f —. . ^ : n liiist ih«

-- »*l V u

beer ct fr . ihc ri f re .rt: ;r~.ti nil are*-., between
Ocheachiri ~:r.~. P ti w 3 roach, ti 15 ct -r. 2 stealers

1. j C ". St CGI -ClVSe fr c vexr. <*

toe roat i r i. _: the - ill wed ui nl c.u ht thou in
'. r 7-ft«r rd htf'll, . G.nvy err risin.:oiie .r - . . j. o .

2 nbcut 300C~r n froi liters
.. 4. .._ ...J .r maieSTroG; ^rs. ..f: r

r -cl it i r^shi; 10 .n ,he first stosn-

^r, "JFtor ^hfirc ^^". Ic th shnr -s rJL
TT lis bin f the shi^-,

sirJcin net ' serv^ '.. On 16 Cc.'.-r Irr st t. tho ^-ukl-:ur.

1 or -ft.

22 Dct ! .r
--" on fi bhw Jr r i •... rth the L.-.t si htod 4

l-.r u st-- -rs .n thy piver. On 23 Cct 3r n;V...rn ^ntr^.nco

f P ti: 1000- c n c r.st-.l fr„i liter ruwh rl, sunk ' - sin lo

sh t. In 25 . r fishli v„s3-l sun1

:, 3 fisheraan c-rtvr-
. n 29 'cr " .r 3000- i. n ste\ rr vrr.s si [ jhind a

sunken fl itin ! ck in Sukhun, c uld act -e i; c ~\ as

totally c ver^. '. Vy ;ho ". ck, possibly beached*

-Hscoll*'.ne us : ..ir r^crr.-.iss ice s..\ -. -r 1 r c '., little

traffic -In ihe c ~.st, -<art3y .r.- .n ffs! r..

\t w-.s r'.cr '
. -. " --- a i-ll" -.s

3.11. -..' t - v: t. 3_i - lin ihe srr ,'r, '.

una r r«-tuin t list ntzi ejr.'. vr\s iv^n siil-
s ' r r c . r 3_- ..:. 1., eastern Clack

r -r rc.^.- n rse £ir -rxl

aralle:] . b st, is re his t the 1 ressi^n th-.t

.- lui' le -... '- ships take the sa- _ curs-,
-in:: c neral oveihaulin f the ' it . .f.n

r ,s ~s 1 is; sc f the ' -t -

oh i c ,
' rr.

•J . -56—
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31 OetoUr 1943

At 1640 U 23 pub t sea fr n The d si', fr another 7-day ;,r-
atlon in bhe penational •are?, north f Tuapse. At 2132 U 24 re-

• rue .:

"At 1637 in .ir i
? rcu ri '. square 0472 underwater sin. le shot at

a stopped 100-t; n .3c:rt vessel, hit likely. Ccn ended roturn".

dt 2235 the sa:;e i ,at reportedi "Convoy -f ': odcers in Air F rce
rid square 0474 course south, medium s

- e~d M and leapt up contact.
It was -rcba1

1^ that this was bhe 1500-b n tanker h-becto I in
radio traffic the same day an

1

, f wh s^
. reSenco in Tuapse all

b^ats ha! ..con inf rmod,

Enemy Air ..ctivity;

At aVut 2130 air attack .n Sevastopol in tv,a waves; several bombs
wore Ireppod ..n the harb r installations. No Lama_;e re rtod, At
oho same time bomb attack at sea a -ut 10 - 12 milos s nth it

h\i at ria, ... ml s were not ' Served tc have ' eon dro; od.

Further air att cks wore directed a ;aiust fho ! si", and lierch.

Cne plane was shot '. wn in Thee.' sia. In .onoral, no iaoa u t

naval installsti ns. ITaval .5h r^ G-.:v.andor, Caucasus re rtod
no un .-x the 2n.. battery f havl Gunnery Detaclrcent 613 not
fully operational*

Own Inbonbions:

ifter tho ..ir F rco in the c r.nand f the 4th Air Force had boon
roinf reed, th<- 4'th b.r Frrce was * ain asked t. carry out air

attacks a ainst c ineenoration c-f craft in the Anapa bar or, and
if a- sai.lu, t. extend ;':..5j even to Tainan and 3v>naia, as in all
those bar. as s'trn c ncntr tir. .f landin craft and li :ht

naval forces had '. oen established.

, d.:i.,5vr.y- An
.
dct/.yity_:

De&pito very unfav rable wo?;ther 7 -at 3 f bhe 3rd '• otor riine-

sweepor Flotilla c^rrio! out rrdnosweepin"; in the area .f Sevasto-
pol. The ! . abs • ut in Sevastopol at I63O t. take in more oquip*-

. .nt and" ' u ys,

lu'-'ly Traffic:

In >noral the c.nv 7s alon bhe 3 uth c.ast . f the Cri 05 and in
the western Black Sea proceeded as scheduled without special in-
cidents, except for the c nvoy prccoedin ; from Sevast ; .1 tc Con-
stantza, which was ineffectively raided 1 y t r e '. planes 35
miles east f St. d,..r ;ej it h~s arriv„! meanwhile at its .ostin-

aci ..n,

Cff v-.isiv. Activity in JC c t_>ber 1943 :

Ad a) 'n^~j attacks,:

GGlTFIDEi ?IA3 -57-
3IGU JTT7~7 hi; ATIOK
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Offensive .".c-biv:;.t-- in ' ct '.o-r 1943: (C nt'd)

Sunk by Liiiios; 3 naval o,rr- '. .r ,os, 1 tu ( . iffr; .

7
. ...);

'- torpedo 'lit: 1 naval ferry '

. ar ej by bombs: stunner H'-IKA ,

3 li htors b tallin
;
700 b-ms.

Sunk r lestr yed '.-•".-.' weather: 10 hart r bofense I .. vbs,

3 Siobolf (srriiia (harb .r .Iwfunsc boats ?Jid Siebol f^rrios
not roaly t r ooed), as well as 1 bu , 3 li titers totallin
1150 t ns. ':" ur wn la liti ns durin bhc ovacuati-n of
Gunichosk: 4 naval ferry r ;os, 5 nival Ian 'in craft ( ,uns),

9 li^r' r dufonge " atsj "Is. 3 harbor defense 1 ats in Kerch,

F.r Martial vaouati n an'. brans 1 rt ff f comnunicati n

^quioi.n.nt fr n the Crin^a; ([soZ Ap; onTUxJ,

Appendix tc V.ar Diary .A'., iral Black Sea

,f 16 t: 31 Oct. (re: 24 Oct. 1943).

Cop y j 26 Octd;er 1943

teletype: Tory ur ont "ith c -y tr : Aduiral Dlack 3ea

-Secret-
.'.

,
..nt's ro] rt n tli^ 3 viets fr.eEi tho - innin f !cb "—r.

Lanlina intonti ns a ainst bhe Crimea (transmitted by thu jnoral
c ranand, 1st JLr Corps) octr.ct):

1) The 'jq-' --ray Gr v: - Hack Sua—Rub an.is b . en; lob^ b bho ^nd
f )ct bur its pro arati ns f r a lar o-scalu attack a ainst
bho Kerch bninsula, Ab first, operations aro t e ex ectod
in bhQ sector f 1—lit. ; :l-2ia: .r.shio a ainst the Porukop
3t>raxv»

Sh ui.". bhose attacks frustrate, Amy Gr. u; Black j^a-Xu1

an
is .r-or^d t ... ooin ionsedia boly ahe lar ;e-scale a tack a 'ainst

Iwrch an I bhe Crimea,

2) Xwl brid jhoads shall " u established n the Kerch oniosula,
a) in thu area f Yonikalc
b) 10 - 15 km south £ ICeroh

c) 25 - 30 kri south f Kerch
The fell win; units arc t 'e ear-loyod f r that nurj s^:

4 rifle "ivisi ns, 4 rifle ori; ".c-.es, 1 :. t rise-.', livision,

3 not rize.". ".ri ades, 3| tank ' ri a'.es, 6 :. untain infantry
re inonts, 4 cavalr;7 r^ :inonts, 7 artillery r^ i:;.nts, 6

aiscoll.ane-.us ro r.aits,

3) Simultano usly air Ian; "in.' tr ups an." arachv.bists shall ' ^

landed n the roads leadin b Kerch fr i\ oho v/est an' s.-uth-*

v/estf

4) F ur 'ri'. oho a.Is sh \11 !..e ssta'-lishe". .n.'n e s th c ast f

bho Cri. .^->
.:

1- -I"- IT -
. - J

. J-.....-
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a) . r
-

rvjcti a . fa (5581)
:*. r rh«. 1 si~, in treat vi- 71 Hair
(5676)

c; :- r (4526), : (5o77)

s-r (4637),
. r ..lusl:t~., i 1 .

9 t .:". - ^ - -

2 riilo livisi as, 2 -._.... rise ssj

s, 10 ]
". unt j . itrj r

rise t is, 1 c rclry r i . .

.

,

10 ".rtillcsry r --

i . ats - rt . .. riiXvi - c. r iixnts.

5) 1 . 3 i 50C - 3000 tons c ch (t :\L ;:n-

56,OOC : ns .- •' il 1 ferry . v_r :. tr .s.
: _. re

_ v il? 1 s ± r 200 • .^n :..

150 3/ui its with a c : .

t M . 2,00C - OS x r : :• icti ...

C t-or, i • :. -ir .
:.-.: 5

- ^:.i/43
~> ^ . _ ^

»

:;:

(ru: 31 ct)

r l r- -31 ct 1"
.

1 3 .-:

*ost -

J j-ci, : 3 .
-

.

**) - '
'"

•'- - --- -
'-'

'- -.3- • 1:

4 iera f rrr _ .' ss.

3C r

2) .

- - . ri-

rths :
- 1 - ray / 3

. 11 1 3r (fr -.1 is - . iher 8
- .-

]
' -j.- .

3) J :

riha r 3 -- - -' "" ~J s

I] _;--.?... r ^ ility t~- 1 .*»._ s'.ii s

-__.__ .r" r ." j ' :: 1 r r " 3 . f

ri* . :- via
' 7 . r.s f su 1" "

.-•

_ _ 1_.L_:._Jj. :

1 . __^ 3 'Is.: 3: Vr'_... c • 3 r3
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-
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2) ->hj- 3 wh
. s ^ er.ati..T*al roalinoss is le^endent . n the

5,850 t ns, i.o, ;

5 aaytl,1 apy sailin vossols altogether 1,000 b ns
2 fro: lit ; win vessels " '600 tone
50 naval f^rry bar vs " 4,250 bena

3) In additi n, bub roady f r \ction nly with fav.rable
weather:

15 tu ;s

15 li htora b tallin 12,000 t.ns

c ) 1£~£ x ;.un'- Tria for ass ;o fr a Sevastopol t . I 'essa r

C nstantza and " ack (4 lays)

2) Trains f bar ~s: 6 days.
It s t uo taken int- account that :rains . f ar ,js are

;roatly lo" sndont .n the weather. - st: r uso ..£

the capacity :' -ho li htors it is su gated t take the

r.uto frcia Js aoehet tc :.. ^ssa, as it is c nsidorably short-
er,

D) L adin ea- acity f iho - tal ship; in s c.. ur r^un'l trip:
30,000 soldiers, /ith ? round ori; s

;
jtti nth vdth 30,00 -nan

each the a nthly porf rmanco will - 210,000 aion. -

?) dttontioii is c alio ". t ;he fact ih&t with >ho nset .f fall
weather the snail Vessels can a. 1 n "or e s,' ^n -any lays-,

and delays ax the stearicr c nv ys oust bo trJken int. account,
too.

? r reas as f -transport it . i no "
. c a „ necessary b livert

" art f tho 3v;;,.r c nv ys t. J nstantza, L js f bine will
n.t onsue,

')) If it I .c nes necessary t hasten ovacuati n, tr nsport per-
f.mancc in aocordanco with ara D) can '..o raised considerably
by or wdin bho tr. s cl Soly tc uthc " ard ''.ho stoarjers.

In that c So the increase-'! risk ...' the shi; 's lassos Luo t

oner.^ actina a.ust . g taken into :ho r un,

3i no '

: ICioa.oritz.ky

3 yi. • :i.vb

S3CU 1 .ticn
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adix-t " .r Diary £ 16-31 Oct 1943.
(re: 31 CctV)',

P^rti".! evaeuati a ;r" brans; . rt away f c c .ti.ns ~qui —
rwnt fr. r. st ;Cks f the KavaL C munic ti.ns Dattalions -.nd

H-ival C rsnunioati ns Officers n the Crimea fr a 25 to 31 Cct:

Cn 25 Oct ' er Coiamun c : -i;ns Officer, ^Viir-.l Black 3*»c iss
ohe f • U.win rdars:

Tolet"-e: "Secret"
T, : r-.vl Cvaaunicaticns Sattalien lik;l-\iov

with c^-y t/ : Kaval Sh.ro Command, Ukraine NikolaioiT
C -I.D :unic - ti ns Officer wiumani?/Bul «rir.,

C jnstantaa
Naval Cv.r'j-.uiiic.ti- ns Dattali~n C nst^ntza
Sea Praxis:' rtati a Office '.*ik lr.iov.

Gkdos: To offset • -.rti".l dVaeuati n, transfer s booh as ;.ss~
11. la t th& ifoval C BBauniciti ns ..vbtr.li n le C Azstrjabza mikl is

f?.r -\s shi; ; in s; :icc is available all c : : unic \ ;i .s equipoent
n Ion or needed, especially equivalent sh rt in svr

;

1^ ; as vrell

"'s valuable test j.:.st \'J.".oi. ..s "vaC. w:rksh wquiprwnt. The same
parti 1 evacuation is .rdorod for the na.vaj. C nETunieati^ns .7". -

alien I3ranch Offices f 3iiiifuropcl rjid rhoi
,

.-si•^

.

..IrtiraL Ixk 3s>- Gkk.s S974 .> IV

On the r unds £ that r^or the " r nch ffice . f ihe i

"

C nonnicati -.-s RattaLi n in- Siaforp.^l shi od .0^ of tk. radi
sots, additional radi: sees, s, r~ step rjad . '.s f laOy use
from Simfero 1 '.1 ':. jv.st.-_ ,1 *rn\ £r a bhese t'c Constantsa,

Che 91st Iladar Company wag rdere" with letter ..of. 7. ,..3.i 3 9060
Mafue lated 29 Oct ber ti st p ihe installation of the Ltadir

Station 3..v.st. 1 II -xi\ t. tr-visfer the set fr a Sovastop 1
t C nst ntz?..

On 26 Oct ')er thu tl~.val C omunieations 2 r.v :any 103 (Naval Cobsb-

unic^ti ns Officer Siafero; 1) transferro.' bh> heavy radio
sucti n .- 306 (5 r.:..t r Vehicles vdth trailers anC one 28 i,.

T
..-

-. r- p.to c-^.r) to Sevaste; 1 ind fr m uhere tc C nstsntza !

shi;, The s^jiu '. .7 the her.vy r .'.i . s^cti^n U 304 (5 Ei^tor

vehicle^ v/ith tr^.ilors "\nd two 23--. to, -.to c-.rs) ".s vr^.11 ^.s

..-. ".i. Section 3 f Hayal C Epunicati ns C apany 103 (300-vr.tt

short-w?.vu tr-nsi-iitt-r ani tw 6.25 K71, **. rebates) f oho locaL
radic st-ti.n 3iifor.--l were set* t. Odessa vi-. .Ik.l'.iov vn.th

awn ' .v.-or,

::co; t for n^ transrdtt r mi . nw r^c-iv^r the oqui:;wnt .f the
Hr.val .":. i 3t ti.n I-.rc'n vr.s h?ji0.ed v^r to Haval C^rxr.ux-'c-.ti- ns

.".li n Sjbafero 1 ~n\ br"vnsferred fr ra there t G nstantsia,

ik.vl C oc'ti ns Officer 7 -it- tr^nsforr^ ". his t til radio
equipment t. JeTn-st; 1 jxct! t for 1 .: .^r ;ncy transaitter (Ha

5 K 39 with reserve -\ re -to 1.25 XV.:).

rv - p • .'T t

I



cct j: j^,"ti.j,

.'.^narks of -.aval Gr_. up C' nil nv. 6. uth J;^ ^ .'ar_ Diary ..amiral

Black 3ea from 16 Cctobor 1943*1 *

?,u ">?.---o 1431 cipher 1) last
;

% ara raph an :, aa ,„ 1432 ci, her 3) f):

t*d ir~.l "lack Sea reports that minin :f the harbors with K3 minus
ate. is intended and submitted a list f i>he required material.

Sotting :.f the delayed action fuze and
,

countin j contact has to vary, if
possible in such a manner that the harbors arc rendered useless for a

l.n- time and mineswe^pin^; va.ll affor ". much time.

de --C.--0 1432 cipher 4):

It cannot be su^n whether Commander, C nvoys and Escorts has boon
ordered alsc bo hurry transfer of shipping S;..ace for evacuation,

ai-f •-).->, -c 1440 s-oyaarbh : ara tt h:

Is net in accordance with Fuehrer Directive 40, shows h wevor, that
in tines f dan ;or the Army knows to maintain itself,

Itef ;a ;e 1442, last para raph. last sentence :

Eqtiipr.ont was net shipped to Constantsa, Admiral, Black Sua reported
on 13 November that the radar sot from Sevastopol iiTcrth is installed
in Cape i'akil an a is ready for operati n since 7 N . v..r, .r. The nonr-oper*

ational s^t from Ca- o Takil was shipped tc G nstantza for re^ir.

For ind on behalf of aval Group Command
S outh

Chief of Staff,

C'l.FI-JL tl;l

kJJibb.'xl h± X it. auUJL '
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